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was of an introvert nature which corresponds with the statements of others. The Mayor
of Conway, S. C., Stated that he was not persohally scquainted with Boothy but that he
knew of the Tamily and that as far as he knew they were very reliabls people. Mr.
Larry Bauller, editor of the "Field", one of ®hs two (2) newspapers in Comway, S. C.,
and the only one which carried the story, stated that he had investigated the story,
and that from his own investigations had found nothing which would disprove Boothts
story. Mr. Baulier's uritien statement is inelosed with this revort. Mr. W. Horatce
Carter, (energl Mamager of the ®*Field" and four (L) other newspapers in the Myrtle
Beach area, also gave a wrilten staltement in whiech he said that he had investicated
Booth and his story very carefully and that he is convinced that what Booth said is

.Jbrue. Mr. Carter has just been awarded the "Man of the Year® award for the state of

Vv [Borth ‘Garolina, and is a nominee for the Pulitzer Prize. From my own investigation of
' pir. Booth, I am convineed that he saw something,/ Booth has had two (2) years college
at Wingate College im North Carolins and he served for twenty-two (22) monthe in the
Last war, He speaks intellipgently, expressing himself very well, However, it ig
entirely possible that what Booth gaw was a Navy blimp erroute from Glynco, Ceorgis,
to Weeksville, W, €y This theory came from Cs W. Hall of the CAA Control Tower st

Bluethenthal Field, Wilmington, M, C, His story written in the "Pield" is inclosed
ith this reperts. | " _ .

6. The weather on the night of 29 Jamuary 1953 in the Norry County ares was clear
and cool with winds about four (4) M,P.H., This is the official report civen te m by
e Jd Weather Bquadron at Pone Air Force Base, W. €. This corresponds to the story

riven by Boothy but not the one given by the CAA Control Tower. The report from thers

stated that high headwinds kept the blimps flying from Georgia to North Carolina une
wsuplly low, | o 20 '

1e« There was spparently no activity or conditiong melerological or otherwise
ich might account for the sighting, _

8. There was no existe

nce of any physical evidence such as fragments, photorra e
v & X J R . Wi e o WA | A1 p ¢ _ . ;r m
nd the like of sighiing, * ; . e

7« There was no intereention or identification action talkten,

30, Other than the possibility that one of the Navy blimps mentioned
pave been in the area, there was no known sir traffic sround at the time,

above might

1l. Reperts of sighting unidentified aireraft of uncoventional design have been
oming in from the Hong County areaz for quite some time s but Booth!s sigﬁtimy 15 the
mly one that nas reported seeing the abjects so0 close at hand. Inclosed with this
eport are severdl newspaper grticles on the Tooth sighting and on other reneorted
dghtings. One interesting sldelight gathered from this investication 18 that the
eople of this area are quite wpset over the deaths of so many of thelr catile,” They
rladm that every time one of these objects epo? 2 .

. is reportedly sichted, within twenty-fou
re - . * - ? - dar G‘@l'
121} hours several cews in the vicinity are 2

found deads The veternarians of thin ares
S _ | ST , : A e ac - Lhls ares
Ay that ‘f;he ¢attle have disd from caustic or lead poisening, This may or may have
ome bearing on the renorted sightings, TR ) o '

—ma F | &
¥ L2 [« 4 X f . 3 " ‘ W ol - 1 ’ " 3
’ - b, r -
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PLYIN: SAUCER (The Field, Comway S. C., February 5, 1953)

about 2l feet long and about 12 feet across, was a lighl greyish ¢color and was lit w
on the inside. Two places in the front somswhat resembled cockpits and were glassed
over. I could see the light inside but could see no object in there, The back also
has something resembling a cockpit with a stained glass over 1t. Light was coming
through this section, but I gould not see through it," Beoth sald.

"The object was about eight or ten feel deep. The front sloped upward at the
base at an angle of about 60 degrees and the Dack was sloped upward at an gngle of
L0 to 50 deerees,s The sides came straight down from the top for maybe four or Iive
feet and then sloped outward and Jo:s.neﬂ the base at aboub a 45 degree angle,” Booth
gaid, The object obviously was novel in construction and gave an overall, sStreame
lined effect something like half an egg cub from end to end.

#inderneath the 'saucer' was something resembling a built-in whecl, wish haslf
the 'wheel', possible three f{eet across, extending below the base in a crescent shape,

There were no markings anywhere on it bdecguse 1 looked hard for some J.dentlf;cabiop,
Booth Sa—.do

He contimed, "“There was no visible means of support for the objeet. It had
no propaller, tnere were no exhaust fumes showing, no vapor trail and I could detect
no vapor trail and T ecould detect no unusual odor, It simply sat there and drifted
along ‘as I ran around gnd around it getting just as good & look a8 T couldy - T =
watched 1t for at least 20 Tfﬂ!lﬂtes, m‘fbe as mich as 30 minutes,”

Despite Boothts yelling for some one to come and see the object, NEXEruxsny
TR iERky he aroused no one and in desperation after thla
length of time, he fired his pistol straight up at the "saucer" at a distance of
about 75 feet, ™I heard the bullet hit the object, It made a metallic seund and
pounced off, A bare instamt after the bullet hit, the object began making considers
ably more noise llke a large electric motor and 'boo'* OLf at = h:L;?h rate of speed at

sbout a 65 degree angle., It kept that same course until it was corpletely om; of
Slg;ﬂb," said Mth

He pni.r et oub Ghal the noise it made when it took off could have been heard
easily abt his housc, il some one nad been listening for it, although it was by no
means & loud noise like an aircraft of conventional design would have made.

e He also debunked any notion that it was = helicepter or any other knoun tyoe alre
f‘:“"‘a_.t. "1 have been in helicopters and been in and around slmost every type plane,
This was none of them and didn'é even faintly resemble sny of them," he said,

Booth said that he was reluctant to tell anyone about the obiect, even his family

because of the widesprs % |
spread debunking of those who have reported seelng mysierioug ob-

Jeets, Flcuevrr, fis family had heard the shot, and he told them shout what he had
seen, :

EIe a,l. 2Q told Rev, Elwell Jones, Baptist minister in Horry County; and Rev, Jones
sald "I have kmown Lloyd Booth all my lile. We are sbout the ganme age and grew up
together, When he says he saw something, he did." And that' the opinion of dozeng of

Horr?r citizens who have known Booth for years. "He 1s g Christian man who doesn't
drink or misrepresent anything," said ome of his nei gnbors,

Ancd as @' finishing ‘touch, the cow uo.;u.som.np entﬂ-‘ared the a.ffa - At least 18 cous
have diéd ﬂ:@*s veriously in Formf r"cmnty wluhin the last three weel c%. AlY have died

|

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
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FLYIN® SAUCER (The FPield, Comway, S. C., 5 “ﬁbruary 1953)

instantaneously, some never even kKicked. All have died from poisoning, of a caustic
nature. There have been no early sviptoms. The cows simply have fallen over, and
have died in an instant.

'

Two cows owned by Henry Anderson died of poisoning less than a mile from the
sighted object on the very night that Booth saw 1it. Both cows were milked and fed
the evening before but were stone dead at milkinz Time the next morning. 0Obher cous
have died the same way from Mrytle Beach throush Red Hill and into the Adrian and
Poplar sectvions.

And the greatest number of hogs have died in the area in history. Some farmers
have lost whole herds. One man alone reported losing 75. They did not die of
cholera.

All of which m:n.grht add to the mystery. What did Booth ses? Why was it there,
Did 1t have anything to do with the death of Horry livestoek?

THE FIEID, Conway S. C., Thursdasy, February 19, 1953

"Hlimps Dontt Go That Fast®

H DEBUNKS €. A. A. THEORY HE HIT BLIMP

. The TJIcu:'w""*ﬂ' Gounty farmer who on January 29 became the only man in thr.. world to
snoot a iflyine saucer tod ay debunked a CAA suggestion that he might actually hmre
"wounded" a Nawvy blimp,

Lloyd Ce/ Booth, 27, saldy "I have seen may blimps and I've even been in one, I:L
certainly know a bllnm thsn L paw one 80 feet over my head.® '

That was thm h,rrrlt of the mident fied object whieh {loated slowly over Boothig
farm on the s;t ren ?“ 5 H *umt and which soared away after he shot at it with 8 .22 .
pistol. Boobh sishted the object after a conmotion among his livestock sent him in
search of a fpossible prowler, :

The blimp suggestion came Tuesday from C. W. Hall of the CAA control tower st .

""*‘h*eth enthal Field, Wilmington, W. C. Hall said three Navy blimps were en route from

Hyneo, (Gsey to h@ef*;filil ¢y No Cuy on Jamary 29, and that one of them could easily .
mw passed over Horry County at midnight when Bonth was patrolline his famm, |

TS -T- 3 . 1YY o 2 3 2 Yrirn o | i % 8 . I .
High nea‘chu}nd;. kept the blimps low, Hall said, which was why Booth spotted one
just ten feel above the pines on his land, |

‘Booth rejected the blim possibility on the basis of his past experiene wlih the
ralt. He addeds | g T

tr . g k we i - » “h -
‘ I Was with an anti-gircratt unit for 22 montl 18 dring the war and I was trmned
L0 1ldentify planes sm sight., If the object T saw and shot was a plane or s ?*fhmp, i

Y  pU ' F e R G h T. 5% v G
L.r-.r-ﬂl} woudd have AL Wl 1 watched the t}]*pg for slmost '-} $ mlndtes i

Booth de Ucrlbe.,d the craft as being circular, with the contour of an egg sliced from
:iﬁtto ani e viewed 1t from directly below and from both sic*.,, out was unagble to
gtect any identif: f_i.w markg or means of propulsiony e gaw dim Jight amanat_l.ng from

what might have been a eabin on the forward vopside and hear the underside

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—
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THE FIELD (Conway, S« C., 19 February 1953)
"EBLIMPS DONYT GO THAT FAST®

While eruising from east to west over him, the craft gave off a low hum, like
a distant suto, Boolh was able (o keep pace with the vessel at an averarse walking
speed, IV was almost directly above him when he fired at it; his bullet struck with
& metallic sound. The cralt shot up and away instantly and was beyond range when
Booth fired & second time.

1T Took ofif at a speed 1'd estimave a’. (00 miles an houry,” Booth said today.
"1 never heard of bl:‘me going that fast.”

CAA-man Hall opi¥ed that an investigation of the blimps now at Weeksville would
reveal a dent in the bottom of them where Booth shol it. The Navy has not announced
any such dansge or 3 mlica ved any assoclation with the shooting since the event was
renorted, '

Reports of flying saweers have been frequent in this area during the past few
| One Was seen near Myrtle Beach a week before the Booth shooting. & Marin
C.‘or'"'s Jet pilot pursued and lost s strange eraft along the Carolinss coast. Last
Friuaﬂ,r, another was seen by four people at Myrtle Beach, heard by another, then
seen Dy six others a few minutes later over Marion, S. .

Latest reports were made last night when three Myrtle Beach residents saw an
unidentifiable object fly inland at mproximately 1000-foot gltitude.

1HE HORRY COUNTY NEWS AND THE ILORIS SENTINEL, Loris, South Carolina, Thursday,
February 19, 1953

BOOTH SAYS FLYING SAUCER WiAS NOT A NAVY HLIMP

Gmnway*, Os e = Feb, 17 - The Horry County farmer who on January 29 becsme the
oply man in the world to shodbd a fl*.t..:lg saucer Loday debunked a CAA suggestion that
he might actually have "wounded" & Navy blimm.

Lloyd C. Booth, 29, saids "I have seen many blimps and I've aven been in one.
“ym - | ’ . - ;
I'd certainly know a blimp when I saw one B0 feet over my head.¥

That was the beight of the mmidentified object which floated slowly over Roothls
farm on the eventful night and which sosred swzy alter he shot al it with & 22

pistol. Booth sighted & he object after a commotion among his livestock sent him in
search of a possible prowier.

The blimp suggestion came yvesterday from C. W. Hall of the CAA control tower at
Bluethenthsl I‘ie]d Wilmington, N, C. Hall said three Navy blimps were an route
from Glyneo, Ga., to Weeksville, N, C., on Jaﬂuam e’ and that one.of them cuald easil
have passed over Horry County at midni gnt when Booth was patrolling his f_'arn.

High headwinds kept the blimps lows, Hall said, which was why Booth snot*‘&éd 0N
Just ten feet above the lines on his land. t Xty

r I s

Booth rejected the blimp pos sibility on ths * hi e
- 18 past experience with
the craft. He adde(i- _ } perienc -..’ mft ]

/

n- . . $ 3 . . s L ! i G . 4“"“' » . “ '. y ' #.'. ‘.,.' & rl.
1 was with an anti-alreraft unit for 22 months durins the war and I wae trained
NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE’ACT 50 U. S. C.—
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