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- COMMENTS

Iavastigation of this sighting assigned to F1t 3= on 26 Ssp 55.
1 Rosults of investigation as indicated belww:

| CONCLUSIONS

" KISOP FORM 7 (2 APR 55)
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AF FORM 112—PART | ‘ ' v ‘_ . — (cu_.smcmon)
AFPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 . . ' , ' :
. COUNTRY | i Dy ;' ', " | meroRT Ko, )d—-UNOJ-‘)-;S -(LEAVE BLANK)
S U3A ' Wi -
- AR iNTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
SUaseT = G
| UFOB . - e SLEE T e e
AREA REPORTIOON . ' N FROMHgmc') : 5
VEST CL{ESBLR, PA. c e ey IFl:Lght ‘3-H, Aéozd AIss
R GAT EO'RE?ORT . DATEOFINFORMATION . . . | EVALUATION
L October 1955 .. 23 bvptember 1955
| "‘!EP.\AEDBY(OJ?ICCY) ) Y SOURCEs
CiEJSTLR B. -HANSON, Capta.in, UoAF

§ REFERENCES (Control number, dirsciise, 9""“'"1”"' e¢., s applieable) TT 1SG IuI .CILR BZLJDI“TRGP‘ GPO.L 2968 dtcl 23/21—12«4
Sept 553 Conversation between lMaj Thrasher and Lt Berrier, Flt.3-H, 27 Sep 1955

' "UM‘MRY (Znter cmlu aummary of nporl clu algnificancs in ﬂnux onumlmu paragraph. Ll.vt inclosures at lomr leﬂ Begin m-t o/ npovf on AF Form 12— lart I1.)

I COLITLNTS'

PART ONE: ° I‘)s'crigtidn“‘ of sightin

i T
4 ¥
\

PART TWOs:! \ Supplcmenta.ry Investigative Efforta
PART 'I‘HREI.-] Comments oi‘ Prepa.ring Oi‘i‘lcer

IT. SUMMARY: An unidontified ?flylng ochct wag reported to the (/pcmtlmo
‘Officer on duty at New‘Cafstle ATB, Delaware (Ceoltef GJQK 2540) shortly aftsr its
sighting by (RGNS B o5 23/1630 Scptouber 1955 near
Pennsylvania. The fo].lomng roport is the result of an intcrview with the above-

mentioned observer and various other agencies in the vicinity of the sighting whose
assistance was sought in determining the probable cause of the sig m:.%,

IIL. INVEQTIGATOR: 2/Lt Charles L. Borrlcr, A0 3019814

W YA ’&}va |
* CIESTLR By [ANSON
Captain, UsAl'

Officer in Charje.

gPROVED: T

? Coloncl , USAF
Commander

2 sas (Sce individual parts)

DIJT"IBU‘TXON Y ORIGINATOR

D/I, USAF' Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 26 ADiv; Comdr, h602d AIaS 0IC, FLt 3H, Mo alit

ROTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING 07 THE FS0U, 0, sy

3LAND 32, AT AMENDED. ITS TRANGMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED "'ho. M Ve

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER TIAN UNITED STATES Alfr 300 AGENGIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISi: o, e
WITELLIGENCE, USAF. : 5o G
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) revorT No. 3~[-UF0B=9=55 Part One
‘Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS L

PAGE 2 oF 8 PAGES

L. SOURCE:

Address:” $i

Age: 33

Occupation: Housewife

. Education: Collejge

Qualificatiohs: ‘20/15‘Yi§ion, dncorrected
II. RELIABILITY: Goods .SOﬁRCE was csntécte‘ personally,

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF .SIGHTINGs SOURC% stated that on 23 September 1955
at 12:30 EDST a sound similar to the sputtering of a|light plane's engine drew her
attention to the sky. SOURCE dashed around to. the side of her house in order to scan
the horizon but was unable to see the aircraft. She began scanning the sky, when
suddenly she noticed the appearance of a strange flying object, oval-shaped and char-

coal_grqy~in color moving across the skys

o " SOURCE watched the object pérform a oognter%clockwise rotational movemen:
which continued as. the object moved away and out or gights The time of sighting was
between two and, five minutes, Its course seemed to QQ_due west.

: _ SCURCE could discern no sound being emipted by the UIOB during the time
ghe observed it, even though it was the sputtering sound which had first drawn her
‘attention to the sky. During the UFOB sighting an unidentified airliner, flying low
at what SOURCE estimated to have been 1,000 ft., flewibelow and to the right of the
U, : o \
o
4 In addition to the oval-like configuration of the U 0B already noted,
SOURCE described that after she had dashed inside:to get a set of 7 x 50 binoculars,
she was able to distinguish a small blister on the ventral center of the object as
well as a circular object just off the right 'side of the UFOB. < JURCE was certain
that the smaller object was moving independent of the larger one.

SOURCE described the UFOB’s'physicalmappearancc to iave rescmbled the
cover of an alligator skin purse with slightly irregular protrusions visable.

The condition of the sky was overcast with an appre zimate 35007 ceiling.

Ilo photographs were talen of the UFOD,

MOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFOR MATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,50U.5.C.—

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN1UNIVTED,_STATES AIR FORTE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
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‘I yag of the regular type, carrying radiosonds equipment consisting of a small modulator

LFOM (Agency) C REPORT HO.

Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS3

" AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT o
3H~WQB-9-55 " Part Two ‘

‘ S : : PAGE 4 or : PAGES.

SUPPIIMENI‘ARY INVESI‘IGATIVE EFFCRTS:

3 1. The ot‘fice * on dutz ab the New Cdstle, Dalavare, County Airport Weather
'Statlon (CecRef GJGK 2640) vas contacted and furnished the following information, His
atation releases ceiling talloons at irrsgular intervals. lnflated, this type' of tal-
loon meagures approximately 18" in dia'netar, is frail and uswlly 'bursts before reach-
ing 5,000 ft. Mo ¥lloons had been launched on 23 September, howsver, on the.24th
several ceiling talloons were reledsed at ons howr intervals throughout the day and
vwould have floatad in the direction of West Chester, Pennsylvania. The latter report,
however, offered no confirnation on ths sighting of a UF(B on 23 Se’ptember. _

2a The US Weather Burean at Philadelphia Intermational Airport (GecRef GIGK -
4653) was telephoned and queried about balloon releases on\23 September, The forecaste
on duty stated that no talloons had been releassd by them on the 23rd of September.
Thia agency referred the AISS investigator to the field unit which supplya them with
raw weather data, this being the 24th AA Gp, \

3. A check with Hqs Batt, 24th AA Gp located at Swarthmore, .,(GeoRef GIQK
revealad that their normal schedule for releasing radiosonde talloons 1a 1000 EDT,
1600 FUT, 2000 EDT, and 2400 EIT and this scheduls was achered to on the 23rd Septem-
bexr, ithiAna- exception,of tha{ 1000.EDT:: relkase: which vassmade at 1016 EDT« The balloch

box approximately 6" squars and a cone-shaped transmitter, both mounted in a white
plaatic bex which 1s suspended by a small red Arachute to the talloon, When the bal-
leoon bursts between 50,000-and 60,000 £t, the parachute inflates , carrying the radio-
gonde equipment safely to the ground, The white or gray 9' diameter neoprene with
attached radiogonde equipment could be sesn from the ground for several thousand feel,
dependi*m on ths vigion of the obaserver or tha visml alds uased.

he A further check with ths 2Ath AA Gp Ground Meteorolovical Section

near Swarthmore , Pa,,(Georef GIQK 3758) disclosed the following data obtained from
the bkalloon which was released at 10:16 EDT on 23 September 1955:

Time After Releage Azimuth of Balloon

10:16 (Releassd) . 259°

10:18 27,8
10:20 .  302,9
10:22 307.4
10:32 . 121,9
10342 146,8
1o:49 (Last Reading) : 134 2

This talloon may have burat shortly after the last reading was made or it may have
rissn higher and drifted into winds which could have carried it toward the vicinity of
Wegt Chegter, Pa,, however this 1lsn't deflnately known, From the wind data above, the
indication ig that thils halloon drii‘ted toward Southern New Jersey in the Chesapeake
Area,

5, Base Weather and Operations at Newcastle Air I‘orce }33@0, Delaware (GeoRef
CIQK 2639) was contacted, The officer on duty stated thut his activity did not releage
weather lloons., He further stated that he had furnished 82nd Fitr Gp Operations with |
the weather information for inclusion in the prelimimry report, The celling at that
time had been 3500 f£t, To the Weather Officer's knomledze, there had been no meteoro-
loglcal releases of any kind in the immediate vicinity of West Chester, Fa, on 23
September 1955, .

HOTS: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, B0 U 5. C.~

31AND 22, A3 AMENDED, 1S TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 15 PROHIDITED 8Y LAW,
T MAY NOT BE PEPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN-UNITED STATES AIR FOPCE AGENCITS, EXCEET BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRLCTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF, g AT IR ML .
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6. The US Weather Bureaw in Harrisburg, Pemnsylvania (GeoRef GJPL 0816) reported
that the only balloons which they release are ceiling balloons mead guring 15%-20" and
24"=30" 1n diameter which do not carry rasonde equipment. They are released at 0400EST
1000 EST, 1600 EST, and 2200 EST and remin aloft seldom over an hour,

.. 7+ A check with the US Weather Bureau at Greater Pittsburg Airpord (GecRef GJLL
0227) revealed that radiosonde talloons had been released from this station on 23
September at the following times, 0400 -EST, 1000 EST, 1600 EST, and 2200 EST. The
forecagter on duty felt that only under-unusual conditions would one of their balloona| -
have drifted as far as West Chegter, In the event of a leak in the talloon, ‘it pro-
bably would not have attained a sufficient altitude for it to have burgt. If thic Fad
been the case-with respect to the kalloon launched at @400 EST, 1t my feasibly hove
drifted in the higher velocity wind currents that are common above 35,000ft, rcaching
the vicinity of the sighting at the approximate time the UFOB vas observed,

The following data vas recorded on the balloon releaged at 0400 EST:

- Altltude (ft) °©  Wind Direction  Wind Velocity (knots)
. 6,000 o 250 ¢ 14
. 8,000 . 250 S 19
~ 10,000 , a 270 a 26
14,000 = 270 (4. 22
20,000 270 o 26
- 25,000 L 290 40
30,000 290 53
35,000 ' . 300 82
45,000 310 59 -

50,000 330 - - 70

8. A check with Air Traffic Control at Friendship Field (GeoRai GJF™ 2212) Ma,,
vielded no confirmation on the unidentified flying object observed noax leab Chegster,
Penngylvania on 23 September,

9. Air Traffic Confrol at Philadelphia Intermatioml Adrport 1ileuine 23 un-
able to offer confirmation on the UFOB sighting, ; 4

10, The Weather Station at Ft. Meade, Maryland(GeoRef GJPK 1607) vaco ealled by
telephona but had nothing tovoffer in the way of confirmation on the Ur(e,

11. Operations at the 647th AC&H Sq in Maraseas, Virginia (GooRef GIJNT 50:%)
w3 also contacted but had no informtion to relate which might serve to conrirn the
sighting of a UFOB near West Chester, Pennsylvania on 23 September 19455, :

4
i |

HGTE: FHIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAZE ACV. 56 U ~. ¢ -

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF IT3 CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROMIZTIED By LA,
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Incl, #2, PART TWO
TT 1i8G. GPOT 2968 FM cama 82D FTR GP DFF NCCA wmu DEL
PCT.
PP RJLPNB RJEPJR
DE RJEPNY 11
P 2403152 - -
FI CCDR 26TH AIRDIVDEF ROSLIN AFS NY
TO RJEPNB/DIR INTEL EADZ STEWART AFB NY
RJEPNB/HQ 4602ND AISS FADF STIWART AFB NY
RJFPJR/FISI.‘ H 4602ND AISS MCGUIRE AFB NJ

P .232100Z

Fii CO/DR 820D FTR GP DEF NCCA WILM' DEL - v

TO RJEDEN/CQMDR ADC ENT AFB COLORADO SPRINGS CULORADO

RJEPNY/CQUMDR 26TH AIR DIV DEF ROSLYN AFS NY - |
RJEDWP/COIDR AIRTECH INIEL CEN WPAFB OHIO
RIEPHQ/CQUDR DIR OF INTEL HQ USAF WASHDG

BT

/UNCIASSIFIND/ GPOT 2968. REPCRT (F UFOB

/1/ DESCRIPTION OF OBJECTS

A CHILD'S TOP

SIZE OF BASEBALL

DARK

ONE /1/

N/A

RUDDER UNDERNEATH OBJECT

N/A

N/A

mbwmuom

PAOE TWO RJEPNL 394

M/A ] '
/1/ DESCRIPTION CF COURGE OF CHJECT :
A LIGHT AIRCRAFT (PIPER CUB)

Bl , , 1
c |

D DISAPPFARED .

E UNkyoan . -

F THREE /3/ TO FIVE /5/ MINUTES

/3/ VANNER CF CBSERVATION: :

A CROMD-VISWL .

B BINCCUIARS

C N/A

/4/ TINE AND DATE OF SIGHTING:

A 1230 EDST

B DAY

/5/ LOCATION OF OBSFRVER:

A RD IR 5 LEONAPE PA. PA ROUTE 100-52

/6/ IDEITFYING INFORMATION (7 ALL OBSERVERS

A 1R3. DORTHEA MILLER CARTY, AGE 33, MAILING ADDRESS WEST CHESTER
RD NER 5 IEQNAPE RD, PA. HOUSENIFE

HOTE: THIS POCUMEH T CONTAING INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U, 5. C.—
31 AND %2, AG AMEHDED. 1T TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 15 PROMIBITED BY Law,
T MAY NOT 37 REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITEQ LSTATES AIR FORCE AGENCIS, EXCEPT BY PERIISSION OF THL DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. o R 3 . :
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FROM (. Agency) HEPORT NO. R _ )
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' N \TOR
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Lo b PAGE 7 Of ) PAGES
o —— —— BT ¢ U -

RO TN
2068 i CCGUDR 82ED FTR GP DEF MNCCA WILM DEL

FLGE THRL I
/7/ WTATHER AUD WIUDS ALGRT |
a ruar

B TIG 2500 SCD, 4000 SCD, 10C00 BKMN, 25000 BN, 15 MILE VIS, VINDS

5 N

TAST 9
¢ PHL 4000 OCST, VIS 8 RU--WINDS ST 9
9 (00Ot 280 - 10K
1C000Y 270 - 20K
16000 300 - 25K
20000 300 - 30K ‘
200C0' 300 - 55K
50000 330 - 70K . -
80000 N/ o

»

/8/ NEGATIVE

/9/ BECATIVE REPORT FRQM CGI STATIONS

/10/ OME AIRLINER. UNKNOWN IDENITFICATION

/11/ GROUP OPERATIONS (FFICER 82ND FIR GROUP, AIR DEFENSE.
NO CGAMENT ' )

/12/ NEGATIVE . T

BT -

23/21127 SEP RJEPNL

\

: \
TRUE C OPY\ H

ol \0/)4’“‘“’/ |

'CHESTER B FANSON
Gaptain, USAF

E 1/10 SC f'2500;2/1m SC «. 4000 2/10- AC - EST 10000 2/10 CIRUS 25000

ROTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE »0 7 %) U, G, C.-=
AS AMENDED. 115 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 15 PROLMIIED BY LAV,
I UL REPACDUCED IN WHOLE OR I PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THL DIItCCTOR OF

3FAND 22

T ERLLIGUNCE, USAF,
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2 - RerorT NO. JH ~UKFOB- ~-55

FROM (Ayency) 9 Part Three
‘Flight 3-H, L6024 AISS PAGE 8 oF 8 PAGES
_COMMENTS of Prevaring Officer: P-R-0-B-A-B-1,-E

1. In the ovinion of the Prevaring Officer, ths UFOB sighting revorted
by the obssrver at West Chaster, Peunsylvania at 23/1630Z Sap 55 was nrobably
the result of alarm upon seeing a rasonda weathsr balloon caught in a fluctu-
ating current of air, ‘ !

, a, The aonsarance of the UFOB from the observer's description and
. -memory sketch ssemed to bear a strong resemblance to a radiosonde wsathsr
balloon, '

b, The wind data collected from the Greater Pittsburg Airvort seems
to extend tha 00881bility of there having bsen a radiosonda balloon in the
vicinlty of West Chester, Pennsylvania at the avoroximate time of the sighting,
vroviding thare was a leakage in the ballcon which was released at 0400 EST,

Co The fact that the object was not nicked un on radar in the vicinity
suggests that it was not a retal object as baliesved by the observaer,

d. The near coincidence in time that the Swarthmors balloon was re-
loased and the changing winds which it encountered during its assent doss not
vreclude the 00881ibility of its having drifted toward the vicinity of West
Chester at the avoroximate time that:the UFOB was sighted,

2> The absence of sound associated with the rbject seams to negate tha
chanes of its having been self-nrooslled, simultaneously increasing the chance
that it was probably a friendly object,

Clhosffan—

o T - '~ CHESTER B. HANSON .
e Captain, USAF
Officer in Chargs

COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

Concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that this s ghting was
probably caused by a radiosonde type weather balloon.
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