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1 REPCRT NO. 2 DATE/TIME OF SIGHTING ‘(3 RECD HQ L602D

AISSZUFOB-189-55 26/02452 June 19535 27 June 1955

Ly LOCATION Of SIGHTING
2~fa—shington~krhryland area

{5 MEANS REC 6 ACTION
T lMsg Investigation Authorized ‘
' 7 INVES UNIT 8 DATE INVES ASSIGNED 9 ASSIGNING OFFICER
[ Flight 3-H 27 June 1955 Capt Bronstein
10 DATE IR RiCD HG 11 DATE IR APPROVED 12 DATE IR TO ATIC
13 AISOP FORM 5
| 27 Jume 1955

1), COMMENTS

| Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS, was authorized to make end investigation of
| this sighting. Due to the amount of classified material imvolved

" 1% was necessary for Lt Berrier to travel to the scene of the
sighting, Investigated with the following conclusions: A weesfher

balloan as oot et fHom a ”?‘iu’éy g6serowj yus - prioy
B e of J‘/’,vff/'ﬂf .

15 CONCLUSIONS

Jro 6@652 e Ao

_AISOP FURe 7 (2Ark 55)
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AISOP Commercial Phone Call to Flt, 3-H, 46024 AISS; AISS-h)

Commander AISOP 27 June 1955
16024 AISS 0950 hours
Captain Bronstein/rd/}L98

VEMORANDUM FOR THE RECCRD:

A/1C DeRudder called Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS, and talked with M/Sgt
Theonnessen concerning the authorization of a followeup UFOB investigation,
. It was suggested that Flight 3-H maks an investigation of the sighting

between Hillersst Heights, Maryland and Washington D.C. of 25/0330Z Juns 55.

ROBERT BRONSTEIN, Captain, USAF
Assistant Operations Officer
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~ AISOP Long Distance Telephone Call

Comdr., 4602a AISS AISOP 27 June 1955

1EMCORANDUM. FCR RECCRDs

1. Telephons conversation bestween 4/1C Ronald DeRudder and u/sgt'»
Theonnessen, Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS,

2, M/Sgt Theonnessen called the undersigned concerning the inves-
‘tigation of a UFOB sighted over the Washington-Maryland arsa 26 June 53,

3. A telephonic investigation of the sighting had been condusted
but due to the smount of classifisd material involwed it would be neces-~
sary to travel to the scene of the sightinz. In connsction with the
classified material it was requestsd that confirmation of Lt Berrier's
clearance to material up to and including SECRET be sent to Headquarters,
MATS, Andrews AFB, Maryland. A message -was sant confirming Lt. Berrier's
.Claarance,. '

-

A/1C Ronald D. DeRudder, USAF
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"EW KELLY H3 MATS - CTOR'OF PLANS - RELIABILITY

”ﬁrLrTARY :
-'MAJ.»LE,CURDES . HQ-MATS.ﬁANPowER1AND§ORGANIZATION
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P, MATNLY' 5 AND sn
By wowz

PAGZ FOUR'RJEPNL 4E o ;1. T e A R
9. NONE _ T ‘ Tk f; Bt e |
19, NONE ‘ ‘ g - |
11. 1ST/LT ALFRED J RICXEY SR DIRECTOR GCI COMMENTS: NONE .

1, MONE-NOTE-OBSERVERS STATE THAT SEVERAL SEARCH-LIGHTS WERE TRAINED -
0x THE UFOB' AND THAT. THE'LIGHTS WENT OUT WHEN THE BEAM APPROACHED THE
FOB THE CEILING LIGHTS AT WASHINGTON NATIONAL AIRPORT WENT OUT WHEN.
T4Z FO3 APPROACHED, aND RETURNED TO OPERATION WHEN THE UFO3 PASSED

5y

©6/7677Z7 JUN RJEPNL
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AF FORM 112 | Uneryssrxres

(CLASSIFICATION)
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

COUNTRY ' ‘ REPORT NO. (LEAVE BLANK)
USA-MATS TR~38-55
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

SUBJECT

UFOB :
| AREA REPORTED ON. ‘ FROM (Agency)

_Washingbon, D.C. — Andrews AFB, Md, Area |Intelligence Div., Hq MATS, Wash. 25 0
DATE OF REPORT . DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION :

28 June 1955 25 June 1955 A-1
PRepARED BY (Oficer) JOHN E. RHME., Lt. Col. 5, USAF |°F T4, Col. E.W, Kelly and
: Chief, Imtelligence Div.,DCS/PL Maj. L.E, Curdes, Hq MATS

 REFERENCES (Control number, directive, previous report, eic., as applicable)
'3
AFR 200-2

"JUQMARY: (Enter concise swmmary of report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 118—Part I1.)

This report confirms telephone conversation regarding UFOB observed at 2045

25 Jure 1955 by Lt. Col. Kelly and Major L,E, Curdes., The following units were .
adviseds

Command Post AF Hq, Washington, D.C.

Air Traffic Control Center, Washington National Airport, Washington, D.C.
INFORM , ADC :

: C_'hief, Intelligence Division, Hq MATS, Andrews AFB, Md.

. N E. RHCDE
Lt, Colonel, USAF

Chief, Intelligence Div
DCS/Plans

INCLS,

" MSTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

KOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
‘31 AND 72, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
T MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

'_m‘rELuGENCE, USAF.
Unern ssrsed

{GLASSIFICATION) 16—55560-2  U. S. GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

~ e
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A e pss)? ed

(CLASSIFICATION)

AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) Intenigmce Div. REPORT NO. .
Hq MATS, Wash. 25, D.C, IR-38-55

PAGE 2 OF } 3 PAGES.

Le
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To
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: 1. In accordance wii:.h AFR 200-2
forwarded,
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Qe

b.
Ce

. 2o

bo

Round.,

Size of grapefruit.
Yellowish, orange, glowing.
Cne.

None,

None.

Triangular shaped tail cone, also glowing about 1/L size of object.

NO- sound .
None.

Observers were notified by

Object at an angle of 608 elevation when first observed. :
Object at an angle of 30" elevation when it disappeared. Seemed to be
climbing until it disappeared in overecast.

Object observed for 6 minutes (timed b
was erratic for first 4 minutes, which included stopping and hovering,
and then it suddently speeded up and gradwlly disappeared into overcast.

Gradual. .
6 Mimtes.,

Ground visual.
None.
N.A.

OLL5Z.

Night,

38,50 N ~ 76,57 W — approximately 1 mile west of Suitland, Maryland, and
4-1/2 nautical miles NW of Andrews AFB, : ‘

Louis E, Curdes, Major, USAF
Hq MATS '
Manpower & Org. Div, A-l

Earl W. Kelly, Lt., Col., USAF
Hgq MATS
Plans A1l

5000 overcast — .5 to .7 coverage.

ao
be
c.
d.

€,

f.

Same.,
Unknown,

4 - 5000,
Gocd . '
s> to o7
None

s paragraph 7, the following information is

y both observers), path of flight

o

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. 5. C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
" IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

YA CLPS5r 5 2D

(CLASSIFICATION).

18—55570~1 ¥r U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 195} O—918739
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HNesRss/Ered

(CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

i &

FrOM (oemey Tt e11igence Div. , SEPORTIO
Hq MATS, Wash. 25, D.C. IR~-38-55 orce 3 3 oaces
8, Negative.
9. Unknown.
10. DNone noted in area.

A check of the Silver Hill Weather Observatory indicated that the station
releases balloons twice daily, one at approximately 0500 EST and one at

approximately 2200 EST, These times vary 15 or 0 minutes either way,

s

Telephone conversation between’liEi

RS B Silver Hill
Cbservatory, revealed that the balloon releas

out 2245-2300 EDST

ed at a

on Saturday night, 25 June 1955, had a small bright light attached to ite

Further questions indicated that the wind direction was from the E at 7
knots at surface at time of rdlease. At 2000" the wind was from the NE,
at 6000' the wind had gone to NW (320'). These winds would have carried
the balloon in the general area of the sighting, The Silver Hill Weather
Observatory is within four or five blocks of the area of the sighting.

Tt is fdt that the UFOB reported could have been this baloon,

12, Negative,

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CdNTMNS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT-MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF. .
HUNCr ISR el

(CLASSIFICATION)

16—55570~1 Y U. S. GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1951 O—918739
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e ————
- A e = (SECURITY INFORMATION whan ﬁ)l.;d in)
_T‘.,Sumg S'If ORIGIN RE.P%RI} :IQIFO B-6-55 : ' (Leaves blank)
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

A S SHNEY 0.0, |

" AGENGY OF omfam ) | oate of reroRT | y
Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS 30 June 1955

:_ E._(":’:CE Cf |NFOR)1R{!)N DATE OF INFORMATION & 1
Lt/Col. E.W. Kelly and others | 28 June 1955

| PREPARING OFFICER . EVALUATION i -
CHARLES L. BERRIER,2/Lt., USAF

REFERENCES (Conirol number, directive, previowa report, ete!, ux applicatle) </

TT ACCMC 738 FM COMDR 64 7TH ACRH 2,
Flight 3-H, & Ops Sq Hdg 27 June 1355.

-

SUBJECT

UFOB

: SUMMARY (Fnler concise summary of report. Gire significance in final one-sentence paregraph. List inclosures al lower left.  Begin lext of report on AF form 112a.)
[e) \
L., CONTENTS:

PART ONE: Description of sighting by Lt/Col. Earle W, Kelly, Chief,
Theater Branck, DCS/Plans, HQ MATS, Andrews AFB, Maryland,
(Georef CIJPJ 0247)

PART TWO: Description of sighting by Maj. Louis E, Curdes, Office of;'i'f" ;
{anpower & Organization, HQ MATS, Andrews AFB, Maryland,

-PART FOUR: Supplementary Investigative Effo}ts

-

PART FIVE:-Comments of Preparing Cfficer
IT. SUSARY: An unidentified flying object was sighted in the vicinity of

contained in this report was obtained from persons visually observing the object
pand from an investigation conducted to determine the actual cause of the rhenomeno

III. INVESTICATOR: 2/Lt. Charles L. Berrier A0 301981

CHARLES L. EERRIER
2/Lt, USAP

L s (Soe IndivicusXePasss)
' Asg't.0IC,F1t.3-H

DISTHB8UTION 8Y ORIGINATOR -

12/1, iRy Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 26 ADivy Cowmdr, L6024 AISSy OTC, Flight 3-H, héozd
AT
FrUNeiw .

MANASSAS, VA.y FONECON, W/Sgt Thoennessen)

jliillcrest Heights, Maryland,(Georef GIPJ @53), at 26/02427 June 55. The informati

on
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AF FORM 112—PART It , =

(CLASSIFICATIONY
APPROVED | JUNE 1948
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
§ FROM (Ayency) ) REPORT NO. o . Part One -
Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS 3H-UF0B-6-55 3 .2 9

I. S0URCE: Earle W, Kelly, Lt/Col, USAF .

Office: Chief,Theater Branch, DCS/Plang, MATS Hdq, Andrews AFB )
Home Address: 2614 Forest Place, Hillerest Heights, Maryland
Age: 38 .
Occupation: Lt/Col., USAF
Educatlon: College Graduate
Qualifications: Senior Pilot @

II. RELIABILITY: Excellent

III. SOURCE 'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: (The following is a verbatim account)

" On 25 June 1955, at approximately 10:450m (E(D}_ST)V, my wife and I were vidit-
3, Louis E. Curdes at their home i crw RN aniaid, 1+ approximately
- s PWIIBAL , called Maj. Curdes to come outside td
observe an o sky, wnich HSWNEREES (ida't or couldn't idantify. e all went

outslde and looked. The object was a yellow light in the sky, which was moving from East {to
F/ast, then SW, and moving very rapidly, It seemed to stop and hover for about cns minute
than nove 4o the laft(SW). There were no alrplanes flying 2t thls time. The sy was overdast
wWith five to seven-tenths coverage, visioility over rifteen miles vnder the overeast,Tha
bject seemed to be controlled, becausa it seamed to hover for awhile and then aove, The
@lze and shape can only be guessad at. It was round or at least resembled a glowing 1ighd
bulb, I looked at my watch as soon as I stepped outside and it read 10:46, We all observeld i
object for approximately six minutes, after which time the object disappeared,"
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AF FORM ﬂi——?ﬁk? it T LSRN
_ APPROVED | JUNE 1943 A o :
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
{ From ¢Ageney) — ’ | REPORT HO. |
' Part Two
Flight 3-H, L6023 AISS E _ l 3H-UFOB-6-55 ) PAGE 3 OF 9 PAGES

I, SOURCE: Louis E. Curdes, Maj, ,USAF

Offics: Office of Manpewsr & Orgamizaticn, MATS Hdq., Andrews A4S,
Maryland.
Home Address: 24,09 Parley Place, Hillerest Heights,Maryland.
" _Age: 35
E chcupation: Major, USAT.
Education: Three years callege
Q@Jif ications: Senior Pilot
II., RELIABILITY: Excellent

IIT. SOURCES DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING:

. " We had just finished dinner and had begun watching television on the
avening of 25 Jume 1955 in my home in Hillcrest Heights, Washingtén 21,D.C., il

NG SN nocked on the door and yalled for us to come outside to observe
something (a flying object), which we might be able to identify. yself, Col. Kelly and
zuesta went out on ths frond lawn and I Lomediately checked my. watch, It was 10: 453 RIT,
72 saw a bright, yellowish-orangs cbjsch, approximately 7O°~3;15vation, traveling at great
 speed 1n a zigzag course to the Joutlmest. It stopped an¢: hovered once, then circled and|
departad in a straight line due west. It appeared toémer the vicinity of Washington
liatlonal Airport from our position.as it disappeared into the overcast, at about 30°
 olevation. When it had disappeared, I again checked my watch and it was 10:51 P.M. EDT,
- . , The object at no time emitted any noise, nor did it change color or
intensity. It gppeared to have a triangular-shaped tailcons attached to thasyound object
- tthe size of a grapefruit. Both the tail cone and the circular part of the light were of
{ the same color and intensity. At no time did this object change color, nor did it appear
to get larger or smaller from the time of my first observation until it disappeared into
“the overcast.,” '

(Signed)

L.E, Curdeg
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(CLASSIFICATICN)

AIR INTELLIGENCE iNFOQMATlON REPORT

HERMACAgeney) | REFORT 8O, . o e
Flight 3 H 4602& ATSS IH-UFOB~6—55 Pz Tt Three

PAGE OF 9 PAGES

T oo e

Occupation: &

Edqcaﬁion: : College Graduate

Quallficatlons. Good vision and above average-intelligence

RELIABILITI. Good

IXT, SOUPGB'S DﬁCRIPHOV OF SIGHTING: SOURCE had been standing in the
e WSS vhen his somr brought his attention to a strange object in the sky.
The flrst J.mpmssn.bn was that it might have come from a landing gear of an aircraft,
Io»vever, the absence of noise seemed to rule this out as a possibility. The time of the

- original sighting was 10:43 P.M, EDT. A brilliant red ball of light was passing overheaf

from east to west at what SOURCE estimated to have been 2000 to 3000 feet. There was no
visable outline of the object nor was there any trail of exhaust. There was also no
sound of alrcraft aloft in the area, which is ext'remely rare. _

' SOURCE further estimated the object's course to have been on a direct

line from Andrews AFB, ¥d,, to Washingtom Nat'l. Airport. It continued on this course

uatil directly over Vashington Nat'l, where it hovered for ten to fiftean seconds, As t

" object hovered,. its l:.,.,hu‘blimced» OIf for approximatel y“three-seconds, +then camé back ©

<

‘shifting course’ abru t.;.g C70 to the left., As the object proceeded now on a soutlmesterl,

course, SOURCE oM £ W i'2j. Curdes to come willk 2nd help identify the
object, It then shlfbed dlreculons several times ag it rose gradwally, disappearing

finally into the overcast. The phenomenon was observed for a period of ten minutes.

!

iy
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AF FORM N2—PART I}
APPROVED 1 JUNE.1348

(CLASSIFICATION)

AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPOR

§ FaoM. (Agency) REPORT NO. e Part Four

! Flignt 3-H, 4602d AISS 3H-UFOB-6-55 e o or

3

\

9 PAGES

SUFPLENMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

1. A check with the Air Traffic Control Center at Washington National Airport

{ revealed that the only information which they had on the UFOB was what had been relayed
them by 'aj. Curdes. They had received no confirmetion either from their units or: from

- any surrounding radar installations. :

2..The Ass't. Operations Officer at Andrews AFB was contacted. Confifmation“hé
negative. The above-referred officer contacted the local AC&W Det ,GCA unit, each giving
negative reports. - : ‘ :

3. ¥2j. Springer and Capt. Casey at Bolling AFB Operations reported negative
confirmation of the June 25 sighting. Capt, Casey helped contact the Flight Service
Center at Washington National, which was unable to offer any confirmaticn. -

, L. A phone call to Capt.Gray, Ass't. Supt.of the Viashington Naval Observatory,
revealed that no UFOB's had been sighted by his faculty fof over a year, Results negati

5. The Director of the Georgetown University Observatory was contacted but was
unable to give confirmation. Their observations on the night of 25 June had been restri
ed to less than an hour due to a heavy overcast.

6. A check with the Silver Hill_Veather Observatory(Hillcrest Heights,id, ),

the following information: Namely, that twice daily, 0500 EST and 2200 EST, weather
ballocns are released from their station. One of these balloons had been released at
about 10:45 XDST, 25 June 1955, containing a small, bright magnesium light. The ground
wiands at 10:45 EDST were 7 Knots East, (From the east) At 2000' the wind was from the
N8, At 6000' the wind had shifted to the IW. Such wind conditions could easily have
carried the balloon along the approximate path of the un}dentified object.

: 7. The Baltimore Filter Center was contacted but no information could be fumi
ed on the June 25.sighting. .

9. Both the Processing Branch and D&D of DCS/OPS,Hdq.USAF were contacted but
results were negative . '

ported to his office in regard to the June 25 sighting.

1l. Finally, the DCS/I,XATS,Lt/Col. Rhody,-was interviewed at Andrews AFB. Fe

surrendered a copy of his report of the incident to the L602d AISS Investigating Office
From conversations which he had had with the authorittes at the Silver Hill Weather Sta
regarding weather-and wind conditions at the. time of the balloon's release(10:45EDST 25

balloon,

located approximately five blocks from the area of first sighting of the UFOB, produced

10. Col. Mason at the Comand Post, Hdq.USAF was called by telephone, but asidel -
from the information which Maj. Curdes had relayed to him nothing acdditional had been rasore

June 1955), Lt/Col. Rhodes concluded that the UFOB sighted could have been this very sanme

to

Feyoni

¥e .

A

dh-

8. The Ground Obserwer Corps Hdg. in the Pentagon was contacted, Results negative.

1l

tion

\
|
{
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\ (CLA;SIHCAT ON)..

AlR ENTELH cNCE INFORMATION RfPORT

1. 'IT MSG FRM COMDR &47TH ACeW S’J, MAL *AoSAS VA

M Q};mu‘ay) REFORTIND: Part Four
Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS 3H-UFCB-6-55.
. - PAGE OF PAGES -
" Weather data during observed flight of Uﬁ)B:
Ceiling Condition of Clouds: Visibility
L0000 Complete overcast 8 niles
Winds Aloft durmg observed flight of %FOB
, g
Altitude : Degrées . B0 Knoté - F
6,000! S 250 25
10,000 270 40
14,000 . 240. 50
20,000 c 250 59
30,000 e 280 65
45,000 170 L8
50,000 - Neg , Neg
80,000 Neg . Neg
1 Incl:

-
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; i‘nf ::jRM 1‘2—PART " ' i ((.LA:SIF(CA»!UN)

APPROVED 1 JUNE-1948

S

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agenecy) REPORT NO.

E Part Four
Vight 3.8, 4602 AISS 3H-UFOB-6-55 e 7 o

PAGES

- G. T"AIL."FOY}R(Z:) T0 FIVE(5) TIiEs THE mmﬂ OF ORJECT

Lrch. (1, Part Four
TT M SG ‘H‘H.,{ CO»EDR 6L 7th ACRN SO MANASSAS VA
OPERATTONAL TMOWDTATE
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9. HONE.

10. NONE | .

11. 1/LT ALFRED J RICKEY SR CIRESTOR GCI COMMENTS: NOIR .
. 12, NONE-MOTR~OBSERVERS STATH THAT'SEVERAL' SEARCH LIGHTS WERE TRATIED O THE

UFOB AID THAT THE LIGHTS VWENT OUT VHEN THE BEAY APPROACHED THE UFOB THE

CEILING LIGHTS AT WASH NATL AIRPORT VENT OUT MEN THZ UFOB AFPROSCHED,

AND RETURNED TO OPERATION YHEN THS UFOB PASSED OVER FPD
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CHARLES L. RERRIER
2/Lt, USAF
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Flight 3-H, 46024 fI\‘I‘)S 3H-UFOB-6-55 : PAGE 5 or 9 PAGES
COMMENTS:of P‘reparing Officers:
1. The opinion of the Preparing-Officer is that the UFCB sighting of 25 June

as in fact the sighting by several observers of a weather balloomn being carried aloft
U1muon shifting currents of air. It is further‘ theoplm.on of th:.s oxfz.cnr that the
bailoon -sighted by the several observers il b eeiNer. was the same ,
| which was released- by the Silver Hill ‘Ieather Observatory at appro.cinately 26/024,57 Ju5§

emnon ~
)

The objectt s hgeneral appe&rance and benavz.or seen to have been very
deceptive to the observers on the rrrOund

o
o

=

(1) Flrst, the obgect's sbpesenboeteed seemed to li'vfl.e out all pos.:z.oJ.L.ty
of its being a balloon. However, this could easily have been the
deceptlion created by the balloon's low altitude at the time it wasj
fZLI‘S‘b observed. - :

(2) The object!s altitude could eaaily have been misinterpreted b~ the
cbservers on the ground since the absence of any sound being emitted
from it , in addition to the fact that it was nightfall and the
object was suspended in space, would have made it virtwlly impossible

for an observer on the ground to have accurately estimated its
altitude, :

b. A1l S8BUREES when informed of the coincidence in tims of the release
f the Siver Hill Observatory balloon and their sigh ting of the UFOB conferred

that
che two- obgects could well have been one and the same ,

-8 ‘”(1) A11/SCURCES were' aware of the neamess & thé Stlver ”1_11 *Observatory |
7
P (2) SCURCES generally acimowledged this 8fficer's belief that the
! . sporadic action of the object can be explained by the constant
shifting of wind currents at various altitudes during its ascent,
and that -the brilliant light observed on the object could easLL;

have been the glaw-from the magnesium light' attacued to the Silvey
Hill balloon.

(3) The searchlight beam neutralizing phenomenon which was noted in tHe
" original IT message was what the Hillcrest Heights observers
seemed ©o see, yet in fact it was probably caused by advertising qeam
searchlights in the city some 10 miles away. A clicking on and ofj !
at the source of light or'a sudden power failure at the source might

have given the effect of their being neutralized to an observer 1(
miles away., '

"¢. In the absence of an_,r positive radar or other conflmat.mn of the"
nature of the object sighted, and in view of the overshelming coJ.nc:.denca surroundis ng th
release of the Silver Hill Weather Ubservatary ballcon on the night of 25 June 1955,

"..J.s Officer concludes that the phenomenon ooserved was the aseent of the 81l¥er Hill
wsather balloon.

2 A5

CHARLES I.. BERRIER ‘
2/Lt, USAF
Ags't- OTC W+ 2w

.

to their observation posts in Hillcrest Heishts,=t . |t
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_Flight 3-7, 16024 AT3S “ . ./ |°  3H-UFCB-6-55 et 94 o 9 —
|COMTINMS of Approving Officer:
Concuz; with. the opinion of the Preparing Officer that the sig;h"nj.ng
was provably caused by the balloon released from the Silver 1L Yeather
Observatory, dillerest Heights, Maryland,
f.
- »






