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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE FILE NO.

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 24-56
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

TITLE REPORT MADE AT

REPORT MADE BY

FERDINAND L, GOETZ
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DO #12, Scott AFB
PERIOD i
AERIAL PHENOMENA 20 September 1949

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

DO #12, Scott AI'B

STATUS

PENDING

CHARACTER

SPECIAL INQUIRY

REFERENCE

Ltr, Hgs, OSI, dtd 10 Aug L9, file no. 24=1C5

SYNOPSIS

Unidentified aerial phenomena observed by two informants for a period of
approximately four hours on 23 July 1949.

DISTRIBUTION .ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO FILE STAMP
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DETAILS: & Rb

l. Investigation was requested by Headquarters, United States Air
Force, The Inspector General, Uffice of Special Investigeticns, i/ashington 25,
D.C., pursuant to a letter from the 12th OSI District (IG), dated 28 July

concerning the sighting of flying objects by M\r. *o

Indiana, on 23 July 1949.

2, This investigation was conducted by Special Agent LENZIL F. WILDMAN.
YETTE, INDIANA

3. On-RQ September_194%-Lr, age 50, Clerk in
the Accounting Department of lianon Row$e Railroad, ' and

SRRy 2ce 23, clerk , lanon Route Railroed, M
were interviewed by Special Agent DENZIL F. WILDNAN and furnished him with the

following information concerning air rphenomena at Delphi, Indiana, at arproxie

mately 2300 hours (CST) on Saturday, 23 July 1945: AeErEENRNRNENRGEN were

fishing in an o0ld stone quary at the northeast edge of Delphi, Indiana, when
arpened to look in the sky and saw two dimly illuminated objects and
called ttention to them. ba.nd escribed the objects

as being approximately fifty feet in diameter, disk shaped and silver in color.
.lndpp”advised that the objects were highly maneuverable. Cne
disk was spinning in a clocck wise direction in its own axis and the second
disk was spinning ccunter clock wiﬁe i its own axis and did various loops,
turns and dives, Eoth and advised that the disks stayed
within a close promimity and in théir opinion were connected together, and
appeared to be between 1500 and 2000 feet in altitude. The objects appeared
to be at a 45° angle with the horizon and at 1:00 o'clock direction when first
observeds The objects made no sound nor procduced no odor. The objects were
observed for approximately four hours. They changed their positions from 1:00
o'clock to 11:00 o'clock then to I2:00 o'clock and gradually grew dimmer and
disappeared, 4R and SN stated that there were no clouds, no moon

and that the night was very dark.
85, d:iid 12 August 1949, the
and

A. Date of sighting - Saturday, 23 July 1949.

B. Time of sighting - 2300 hours, CST.

C. Where sighted - At the Delphi, Indiane, Stone Quarry, approxi-

mately five blocks northeast of Delphi, Indiena. The observer
was on the ground and the objects were sighted in the sky.

D. Number of objects = Two.

E. Observable celestial phenomena or planets that may account

for the sighting - None.

F. Distarce of objects from observer = In the opinion of the
observers, objects appeared to be at an approximate altituce
of 1500 to 2000 feet and at 45° angle of elevation from

Ae In accordance with AFCSI Let
following information was supplied by

horigon,
Ge Time in sight - approximately four hours,
DO #12 UNCL/ S 7 a2 2
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Appearance of objects:

(3 Color « Silver

(b) Shape - Disk like and flat

(c) Apparent construction - unknown
(d) Size = Approximately 50 feet in diameter.

I. Tactics or maneuvers = Ubjects were revolving in a tremendous
speed in their own axis; however, traversing speed was slow.
Objects did loops, dives and definite gyraticns.

Je Direction of Flight = (bjects were first sighted in a one o'clock
position., From the one o'clcck position, objects moved to a

11 o'clock position, then to a 12 o'clock position, from where
they disappeared,

Evidence of exhaust or ogor - Nore.

Effect on clouds - There were no clouds visible,
Lights - Cbject appeared luminous entirely.
Support = No evidence of support could be noted.

Propulsion - Objects appeared to be spinning with a tremendous
speed.

Control or Stability - None visible.
Alr ducts, etc, - None visible.

Speed IPH - The speed of objects cculd not be determired insofar as
traversing speed was very slow. It took objects over an hour to
move from one o'clock posgition to 11:00 o'clock position,

Se Sound - None,

Te¢ Manner of Disappearance - Faded from view,

U. Direction of Rotation -« One object rotated in a clockwise direction

and the other in a counter clockwise direction,

5« Informants stated that objects did not vary in distance from each
other and were always in same positicn relative to each other., Objects disappeared
from sight when in a flat position in relation to observers eyes.

6. A check of nearby weather stations by Special Ag'ent “
revealed no information pertinent to this investigation, -

7. A neighborhcod check at Delphi, Indiana, conducted 20 September 1949
resulted in no additional information regarding these objects,

8. A check at the Delrhi, Indiana, Police Station on 20 September 1549
was negative. No flying objects had been reported on date in question.

9. RICHARD RAINBOLT, Editor, Delphi Journal, Delphi, Indiana, when inter-
viewed on 20 September 1949, stated that no reports were made to the paper concern-

ing flying objects.

10, S urther indicated that he saw what appeared to bé a spot light
of a car tryirg to pick up the objects; however, the beam did not reach the objects.
Also, search lights were observed at a distance of about five miles in a North-
eastern and Northwestern direction of the observers. (NOTE: The search lights
were seen in the same direction as the objects; however, search lights were ob-
served only part of the time.)

Se A . s UNCLASCIIE

.2




1l, It is also to be noted that the Wabash River is located to the

immediate Northwest of Delphi, Indiana. It is also possible that haze and mist
may have formed over the river on the night in question,

12, Neither of the informants have since been able to contact persons
who alsc observed the objects on the night in question,

13, It is the opinion of Special Agent DENZIL F. WILDLAN that neither
of the informants sought publicity.

14, Ir the opinion of Special Agent DENZIL F, WILDNAN, STNENEE s

above average in intelligence and appears to be a man of honest convicticns
and common sense., He was, up to 1944, a reported in the State House of Indiana.

He does some writing at the present time., He was not drinking on the night in
question nor was he wearing glasses. |

15. In the opinion of Special Agent DENZIL F. WiLDhEAN, -a
quiet mannered, of average intelligence. He served three years in the Navy.

PENDING
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|' g%il' :‘:rm 4 HEADQUARY RS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE| Flle No.

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 2:_55 25 Ja.nuary 1950
| OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS | Rovort made by et ieses e, et
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION FERDINAD L. GOETZ
* Title O R e O L e B NS
DO #12, Scott AFB
=- | Period
( ASRIAL FHENOMENA 20 Sept & month of Oct 1549

Otffice of origin
DO #12, Scott AL'B
Status
E, Character
g‘ SPECIAL INQUIRY
] Reference
3 Report of S/A FERDINA'D L. GOETZ, DO #12, Scott AFB, Dated 28 Oct 49, File 24-56
Synopsis
Investigation failed to reveal any other persons who
on 23 July 1949 observed aerial phenomena at Delphi,
Indiana,
UNCLASSIFLC
Distribution Action Copy forwarded to File Stamp
Dr, Tech Intell, AMC Director of Technical Intelli-
Dr of Intell, USAF gence

Hgs OSI Air Materiel Command

File Wright-Patterson AFB
Dayton, OHIO
’
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JAMZ8-T. WICHARDSON
Lto c -y USAF

ASTRICT COMMANDER

S1684T—*2—Scott AFB, Ill.—9 Aug 49—-10M




DETAILS:
AT DELPHI, INDIANA

l. Investigation in the viecinity of Delphi, Indiana, and immediate
locale by Special Agent DONALD E, GREENWOOD and Special Agent DuillIL F,
WILDIAN during the months of September and Uctober 1949 failed to reveal
any other persons who on the night of 23 July 1949 observed aerial

phenomena in the vicinity of Delphi, Indiana.

AT LAFAYETTE, INDIANA

2. Checks with the Tleather DBureaus in the vicinityof Lafayette,

Indiana, on 20 September 1949 by Special aAgent DENZIL F. WILDILAN, and
at Delphi, Indiana, during the month of October 1949 by Special .gent

DONALD E.- GRELNWOUD, met with negative results.

DO #12
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE RFS/gam

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
12TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, ILLINOIS

2L=-56 31 October 1949

SUBJECT : AERIAL PHENOMENA /A X =)
SPECIAL INQUIRY

TO: Director of Technical Intelligence
Air Materiel Command
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

l. Reference is made to subject above, and the fact that this
office received letter from Office of Special Investigations, The
Inspector General, Washington 25, D. C., dated 10 August 1949, subject
as above, file number 24-185, directing inquiry be conducted.

2. Attached for your information are two copies of the report
of investigation of Special Agent FERDINAND L. GOETZ, of this office,
dated 28 October 19L9.

3. Your attention is invited to the fact that this case carries
a "pending" status., Investigation is currently beinz concucted at
Delphi, Indiana., A further report or reports will be submitted upon
completion of investigative activity.

o g WP

1 Incl ~ 7 IAES C. ECHATDSON
Rpt of S/A F.L.GOETZ Lt. Colonel, USAR

dtd 28 Oct L9 (in dup) District Comm@der

. "'--M‘
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INCIDENT No. WO¢

l. Date of Observation 235 July 1949 Date of Interview

2. Exact Time (local) 2300 DST
3, Place of Observation uJelphi, Indiuna
L Position of observer iround

5. What attracted attention to object

6. Number of objects 2
: T« Apparent size of 5 room house
: 8. Color of object Shinings aluminum or magnesium
L 9. Shape

Altitude | 1500

1l1. Direction from observer

Distance from observer North

Direction of flight of ebject(s)

. Time in sight
Terrific

- Speed

Sound and odor

Trail Would emit phosphorent glare as they approached near portion of orbit

?ISw Luminosity

19. Projections
4 erratio
Meneuvers Soaring m“oirolos one cloockwise, one counter-clockwise

Manner of disappearance

Effect on Clouds

Additional information concerning object

Yoather Conditions

(over)
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Page 2 Incident 108

'ame and address of obscrvers
laFayette, Indiana

Occupation and hobbics;

Comments of Interrogator rclative te intelligencu and character of observer(s)g

TARRATIVS SUMMARY s

ietter, 7/2L/Li9 == The undersipgned and MR, both of LaFayette, were

fishinz at tho .errill Ltone guarry just back of the lionon R.ilroad station at
Delphi, on the evening of Saturday, July 2jrd. |

At aporoximately 1l P,M, Duylicht Saving Time, iobertson caulicd to mo, saying:
"ihat aro those li-hts flying around in the siky?"

I oame ovor and looked where he pointod. [rhore were two luminous objects in
the sky to the north of Dalphi, at an approximnate elovition of 1,500 feet. Theso
tvwo objects were sourins in circles. Tho one on the ri-ht was [lyins horizontally

in an orbit, clockwises The object on tho left wus flying in an orbit, counter=-
clockwiso,

| ds "Those must be the flying disks o! which 1 have heard." /e
watchad the objoots. s they approached the neoar portion o the orbit they would
emit a phosphorent glare. They were flying at a terriffic speed, an: as thoy flashed
around they would appear face toward us, then as they disappeared on the far swing
of the orbit, would appoar to show the flat portion which appsared as a glowing
straigcht line until they faded from viow.

The course which these objocts took, while flying in circles, was somewhat
erratice They would dip and dive just as would a plane taking evasive action.

Vie had two flashlirhts, and we focussed the two spots torzether and led the
obje:ts as they came past, just as a hunter leads a flying pheasunt. Then it was
that we could mak:» out that they were tan~-ible objocts. They appcared to be made
of sone shinin~ metal, alumirum or marmnesium, and appoarcd to be, as woll as we
could judre fron their estimated hoight, about the size of a five room house in
the area they covered.

I then went across the road to a house and found a man sittinpg on the porech,
I got hi . to ocome out and look at the objects. lie said that he was goinpg to call
the editor of the Delphi paper, and the police depurtment.

Shortly aftor this several poworful searchlights swept the sky, followinpg the
disks; those of tho police or fire department, I presume.

Shortly after this the objects pradually kept gettin;; farthor away until they
disappeared from view over the horizon., 4«approximatoly 50 minutes later they re-
appeared, this time to the left of the pluce in the sky where they had first been seen.

They flow in orbits in thut arca until, I would say, about 1 A.Md. Daylight

- mi-ﬂ-—ﬂ"-l‘-
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Pago E 3 Incident LOG

l'ame and address of observer: x | _
lafuyetlto, d iuna

Occupation and hobbius:

Comments of Interrogator rclative te intelligence and charactor of obs.rver(s)g

NARRATIVC SUMMARYs
Saving Tiwe; then disappeared for a few minutes anu tooxk up their puths in the ori-inal
place in the heavens, where vwe {irst noticed them.

ile watchuod them as we ocast for bass in the stone quarry until 3 A. le Doylijht
Savings Time, ut which time they faded from sight and we saw thew no were, Throu.h
the entire time we viewed the objocts they were continuully flyinge

I might stato that rneither I nor ny comparion aro in the least inazinative or
neurotic. e had not partaken of any stimulants or narcotics whatscever .nd so were
able to view these objocts in the full possession of our fuculties.

This we will attest., They were rcal, tungible objoects, presunably of metal,
aluminum or magnesium, as I have stated before, as ve could plainly see in the

combined spots o! our flashlights, and the searchlishts which were truined on the
objects confirmed this.

lie had at first advanced the theory that they mirht be northern lirhts. ‘e
discarded this theory since northern lights do not cmove in regular orbits in a
regular direoction.

Then we speculuted as to their being searchlights tried out. I walied out in
an open fisld and looked, but could see no ray of li:ht which will shire up f'rom
the ground as a luminous band whon a search-light or beacon is trauin:d houvenward.

They could not be lunding fleld beacons. Tho nearest landing field is at
logansport, a considerable distance from Delphi.

The thought thut they mivht be lar:-e bats or birds, whose wings reflected rays
of the oity li-hts of belphl as they flew, entered our minds. I went to the edpe of
the road, and placed myself between the ncarcvst stroet li ht and the objucts and they
still showed the sarme glow as they spun around in their orbits.,

We took those precautions as there has been a lot of joking talk and news
stories xxpx appearing about the "flying saucers™ being ¥xximx various planets which
shine brilliantly, due to favorable at:uospheric conditions, or their oroximity to the
earth, Planots, whilo they move, their movement is only noticeabtle on the direction
findor of a larse telescope, and can not be detected by the naked eye alone.

Vie mako the statement that the objeots we saw flyin: throurch the sky are of
solid oonstruction. There have x been so many reports ot seein;” thon thut there is
bound to be found.tion of fuct concerning them, just as the roockets which not so
long ago appoared over Sweden,

This statement is given to yon for such eval

/8/

ou see fit to make.

A
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UNCLASSIFIED

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
12 th DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
DETACHMENT “B”
CHANUTE AIR FORCE BASE, ILLINOIS

2€ July 1€4°

SUBJaCT: ™1ving Ohjects

T0s District Commancer
12th OS5I Distriet (IG)
Scott Air Force Base
Balleville, I1llinois

1. On 25 July 1949 Captair JeuNREAP : . ::ue

University, Lafayette, Indiana, called at the Ofice of oreeclal

Investigcations, Chanute A Sase, Illinois, bearing a state=-
ment executed by lr. of |

Lafayette, Indi a friend of Bennett's. ad Hcen
arproached by on 24 July 1949 with the information that on

23. July 1949 and a friznd had s=2en objects in tie sKky.
llosser believed his dutv to revort the incident tc preper
authorities and, therefore, executad a statement. CLaptain Deurnett
agreed to turn the statement over to the Cfflce of cvecial Invectie-
gations, Chanute Air Force Base, Illinoils,

2. QI has faith in“JEbe competency and states ne 1s

certain that Vosser was sincere in his convictions.

3, The information was brought to *he attemtion of General
Aubry lloore, Commanding General, Chanute Alr Force sase, lllinoils.

No investigation was requested by him,

1l Incl.

l, Stmt executed by [etachment Commander
PN oST Detackrent "5"

- il ——— B ol
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Lalayette, !na !an:-: A

uNCmSS\F\ED July 24, 1949,

The undercsigned mnd NSy oth of Lafeyette,

were Iflshing at the Merrill stone quarry just badk of the l.onon
Rallroad station st Delphi, on the evening of Saturfay, July <.ord.

At approximately 11 P. li. Daylight Saving Time, P
falled to me, saying:"Vhat are those lights flylng around in
the sky?"

I came over and looked where he pointed. There Tere
two luminous objects in the sky to the north of Delphi, at &n ap-
proximate elevation of 1,500 feet. These two objects were soaring
in circles. The one on the right was flying hor izontelly in an
orbit, clockwise. The object on the left was flying in &n orbit,
counter-clockmvise, '

@R s:2id: "Those must be the flying disks of which
Il have heard." V'We watched the objects. 4As they aprroached the
near portion of the arbit they would emit a phosphorent glare.
They were flying at a teriffic speed, and as they flashed around
they would appear face tovard us, then as they disappreared on
the far swing of the orbit, would apnear to show the ilat portion
wgich appeared as & glowing strailght line until they faded from
view,

The course which these objects took, while flyimg in
circles, was somevhat erratic. They would dip and dive just ac
would a pleane taking evasive action.

we had two flashlights, and we focusced the two spots
together and led the objects as they came p st, just as a hunter
leads a flying pheasant. Then it was that we could make out that
they were tangible objects. They apoeared to ve m:@de of sore
shining metel, aluminum or magnesium, &nd apreared to be, as well
as we could judge from theilr estimated height, about the size of a
five room house in the area they covered.

I then went across the road to a8 hause and found a man
sitting on the porch. I got him to come out and look at the ob-
Jjects, He said that he was going to call the editor of the Delphi
paper, and the police department.

Shortly after this several poverful searchlights swepf

the sky, following the disksy those of the police or fire department,

I presume.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Shortly after this the objects graduully Kept retting
farther away until they disavpearec from view over the horivon.
Approximately 50 minutes later they re-apneared, thi- time tc the
le ft of the place in the sky where they had lirst been ceen,.

ey flew in orbits in that area until, I would say,
about 1 A, M. Deylight Saving Tine; then diseppeared for & Ilew
minutes and took up their paths in the orig¢inal place in the
heavens, where we firct noticed them.,

we watched them as we cast for bass in the stone quarry
until S 4., li., Jaylight Saving Time, at which time they faded fron
sight and we saw them no more. Througch the entire time we viewed
the objects they were continuelly flying.

I might state that neither I nor my comn&nion are in
the least imaginative or neurotic. we had not pertaken of any
stimulents or narcotics whatsoever and so were able W view these
ob jects in the full poscession of our faculties.

This we will attest. They were real, tan:ible objects,
presumably of me tal, aluminum or magnesium, as I have stuated belore,
as we could plainly see in the combined spoits of our Ilashlichts,
and the searchlights which were trained on the objects ¢ nfirmed
this.

we had at first advanced the theory that they might be
northern lights. ‘i discarded this theory since northern li:shts
do not move in regular orbits in & regular direction.

Then we speculated as to their being szarchlights tried
out., I walked out in an open field and looked, but could sez no
ray of light which will shine up from the ground as a luminaoosus
ban¢ when a search-light or beacon is trained heavenward,

They could not be landing field beacons, The n=arest
landing field 1s at Logansport, a considerable distance from Del phi,

The thought that they might be large bats or birds , whose
wings rellected rays of the city lights of Del phi as they flew, en-
tered our minds., I went to the edge of the road, and placed myself
petween the near:st street light and the ob jects and they still
showed the same glow as they spun around in their orbits,

We took these precautions as there has been a lot of
joking talk and news stories appearing about the"flying saucers"”
being various planets which shine brilliantly, due to favorable
atmospheric conditions, or their proximity to the earth. Planets,
while they move, their movement 1is only noticeable on the direction
finder of a large telescope, and cean not be detected by the nakea eye
alone.

WC'EASS\F\ED
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We make the statement that the objects we caw 1. 1ng
through the sky are of solid construction., There have becn =0
many reports of se ing them that there is bound to be Toundati-n
of fact concerning them, just as the rockets which not so ong

ago appeared over Sweden.

This statement is given to you for such 2v luation as
you see fit to make.,

PRNCLASSIFIED
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5D 24=0
(28 Jul L9)

Subj: FLYING OBJECTS

5D=0S1 7JEM/ firm

S5th OSI Distriot (IG), Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio, 2 August 1949

TOs Commanding General, Air Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson Air Foroe
B.“. myton. Ohio. ATTNg MICAXS
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m UNCLASSIFIED

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE  JAC/tmw

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

12TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, ILLINOIS

2L=0 28 July 1SL9 /
SUBJECT: Flying Objects | SRU }T._«__‘
' INDZ N e

District Commander | coRlAl
5th OS5I District (1IG) '_'l_...::'z___..
wright-Patterson AFB  FILE . — |
Dayton, Ohio ' ;

TO: Commanding General

Air Lateriel Command
Wwright=Patterson AID
Dayton, OChio

ATTN: LCIAXO=3

1. Attached correspondence forwarded in accordance with raragraph
3¢, Air Intelligence Requirements semorandum Number lj, 15 February 194L9.

2. No action has been taken by this office pending instructions from
- your Headquarters.

1l Incl:
Ltr, Det. B, 12th OSI Dist,

26 July 1949, w/1 Incl

JAKFS C, RICHARDEON
Lt. Colonel, US
District Commander

C.Ce lir. In‘belligenoe, Iho USAF

‘ UNITED STATES AIR rgggCLE
CPLLU (A
\ M TAUG 101

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
5TH DISTRICT
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BNCLACT™

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE gam

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
12TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, ILLINOIS

2li-56 25 January 1950

SUBJECT: AERIAL PHENOLENA
SPECIAL INQUIRY

TOs Director of Technical Intelligence
Air Materiel Command 4
Wright-Patterson AFB / AN
Dayton, Ohio |

l., Transmitted herewith for your information are four copies
of the report d investigation of Special Agent FERDINAND L., GOETZ, of
this office, dated 25 January 1950, two copies of which are for appropri-
ate transmittal by your Command to Director of Intelligence, USAF,

2. This case has been given a "closed™ status inasmuch as all
logical leads have been developed by this office.

/

gy P A
1 Incl JAMES C, RICHARDSON
Rpt of S/A GOET2 Lt. Colonel/ USAF

dtd 25 Jan 50 (L4 cys) District Qommander
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