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UNCLASSIFIED

Unidentified Flying Objects :
0SI-5D MCIAXA-la i shoadead 1

l. Your attention is invited to the attached corresporxence from Hq USAF relative
to the above subject. : |

2. As indicated in the attached letter (Para 1) no definite conclusions can be

reached on the information presented. However, it has been the experience of this office
that observations in the air especially at night are often very deceiving even to the
most experienced observers.

3. A check of the files in this office reveals no other reports which add anything
to the report in question with regard to both the time and location involved. Recue st
the matter be investigated by your office to determine whéther any otherpersons re-
ported similar observations which would coincide from the standpoint of time and general

location.

1 Incl HAROLD E. WATSON JIR/peg
Subject 1tr Colonel, USAF | 65376
Chief, Intelligence Department B 263-D
P D=11
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Commanding General -

Air Materiel Command
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Ohio

ATTNs, Chief, Intelligence Department

1. The inclosed report is forwarded to your department for
analysis and conment. It is probable that a definite conclusion
cannot be reached from the facts presented in the report.

2. The nature of the ob servatio;l suggests a possibility of the

object being a lighted balloon. However, this explanation was ex-
plored when LTJG Haven was interviewed by Lt& Technical
.Capabilities Branch. LTJG Haven stated that Jet fighters had made
interceptions on his zircraft on many occasions. He stated that the
light had & speed range much greater than a jet fighter. It appeared
to circle his aircraft at a terrific rate of speed, even when climb-
ing. The rate of climb was estimated to be over 2000 feet per minute,
Therefore, it would notbe possible to class this incident as ga lighted
weather balloon, if the description is considered accurate.

3. It is requested that this report be reviewed and evaluation
forwarded to this Headquarters.

- BY COMMAND OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

1l Incl: LESTER S. HARRIS S
Ltr fr LTJG Haven to Hq USAF, Colonel, USAF
dtd 29 Nov 50, "Encounter with Chief, Technical Capabilities Branch
st range phenomena while night Evaluation Division
flying" and Ltr fr CO, Air Developirectorate of Intelligence
ment Sq Three to Hq USAF, Dtd 30 Nov
50, same subject
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HAVEN
ITEM # 3
From Rogers, MCIAXA-lA

REUR LETTRR AFOIN-V/TC DATED 29 DEC CONCERNING UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
OBJECTS RZPORTED 3Y LT<ENEF NO DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS CAN BT RTACHED

ON BASIS OF FACTS PRESENTED., OSI HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CHECK ON WHEETHER
FEPORTS WERE RECEIVED FROM OTRER PERSOWNEL AT THE SANE TIME AND GENERAL
LOCATION. AS SCON AS REPLY IS RECEIVED AMC COMMENTS WILL BE FORWARDED,
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UNCLASSIF D

UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

AIR FORCE IN REPLY x/
; REFER TO:
AIR DEVELOPMENT SQUADRON THREE
% FLEET POST OFFICE vx-3/ A20
NEW YORK, NEW YORK sen: () Y00
HMAseor

30 NOV 1950

TIRS? BITORSEIENT on 1tr of 127 NEJJNNEENSUSR, of 29 MNov 1950

Fromi; Commending Officer, Air Development Souadron THREE
To: Hecdcurrters U.S, Alr Force

AFO1V-TC (Attny Lt. Col. VWILLIS)
Pentegon Building
Vashington 25. D.C.

Subj: Encounter with strenge phenomena viaile night flying
1. ForWi'rded.
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UNCLASSIFIED

UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

AIR FORCE :: ::::.; |
AIR DEVELOPMENT SQUADRON THREE
% FLEET POST OFFICE VX.3/

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

jedr

J NGV 1350

(ARSI
From; LTJG NGNS, UaR

To03 Hesdcuarters U.S., Alr Force
AFO1lV-TC (Attn: Lt. Col, VILLIS)
Pentagon Bullding
Veshington &5, D.C.

Via: Conmanding Officez Air Development Scusdron THRTE

Cy

Subj: Encounter with strange phenomena while night flying
l, Vhile on & routine night reder navigation flight from TAS Atlentic City

on the night of |7 November 1950, the following incident took ploce, I was

flying en AD=UQ, returning from sesvwrrd, &nd homing in on NAS, L-'ehwrst, Ae

ve acpHrocched Lekehurst at epproximetely 5,000 feet, I becrme ewnre of & single
stecdy white light to my sterbosrd cbout five (F) mile e, which I jwiged to e
enother sircroftls fucselege light, This lizht was el ightly sbove me, at ~bout
1,000 feet end movine in 2 southeasterly direction et aporoximetely my aireneed
or slightly greeter, Reccuse 0f the stezdy light, 1 belived this ves another
military circraft opersting from Tekehuret or Atlentic City and inectructed ny
crewnen to switch oup redsr to "intercept" so ve could test out this vert of

our geer before retwauing to base., The tine wes 2bout 191HR, as we were duve {0
land at 1930. Then I pulled up in a2 slight climbing twrn in order to get on

this object's tail. The visibility wes extremely excellent with no overcrst,

ena with cll the stars snl vlenets chowing brightly. It wes no ef” 01t to discern
the motion of this object becczuse of the becizground of the stere, After rolling
out on this object!s course, it turned a little more sonutlierly ~nl seemed to
cettle dovn and I presuned I vues directly Dehind it, ctill someva~t lover, In
less tince thot it tokes to tell, thie light, without mekinz sny kind of reverenl
turn, bore down on me in & slight dive, possing dircctly over my cenopy, et an
incredivle speed, about 100 to P00 feet zbove. Puczled at this, ny Iiret rerc-
tion wes thet vwe hed originzlly met head on, end that this wrs some sirerrit
without runnin; lighte end thot it had been 2 close mises for ooth of us, Inform-
ing ny crewnan of vhet ook plcce, he disregsrdcd his red-2r oderction nné nroceeded
to witness the folloving events, I then pulled into a tight "flipoer" reverecel
tura in order to see tais light zgeian, Ls before, it wes till clightly hibhcr
then I, anc tais time I wes positive we were on his t=il, Pushing to norn

retcld pover cnd blinbdbing, I attennted to hold the light in front of ne, t.....iﬁ object
made another he~d on poss, veering slightly port and below so that m; crevnan
could see 1t too, Still nothing but 2 single white light, close to 10 to 12 inches
in diameter, it moved with fentastic speed. Since ve were close cboerd Movy
Lakehurst, avout five (5) miles north, I tried contecting tacir tower twice on
142,74 ncs, with no resmonse., Still engecing in this c2t #nd mouse trg geme with
this light, and recclling thet our own scusrdron hed some jetes #nd otaer AD's

DED AT 3 YEAR INTR -
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elroorne, 1 switched to owr scusdron common frecuency, and recuested esssistonce

from z2ny "confine" aircraft in the vicinity. The Commending Officer rnd his ving-
rend in tw FI9F's ansvered, and set course for Lekehuret, In the mesanvhile, =fter
five (5) to six (5) pasces, thuls object and I got into a port orbit, I frecuently

checked ny lustruments for altitufe and engine limitestions, and flew in 2 60° climb-

ing port benk, indicating 150=13%H kts. This light continued to turn zbout me in
vider clinbing turns, mcking about two orbits to my one, At 11,500 feet I cbon-
doned the chsse end simnly orbited in order to keep the object in sight, ‘hen the
Commenc ing Cfficer reported over licGuire A™3 at 11,000 feet I turned ny lichts from
Din" to "Bright", rerorting we were still in a sort orbit, but I estirrted the
object!s height et s2bout 18,000 feet still climbing in a wide orbit ~nd growing
dimmer, oy the time they arrived over me, the ouject still sose=red, though frint,
et avout 25,000 feet., All this took »nle2ce in & period of 25 to 70 minntes, and at
the Commending Officert's sugrestion we returned to brse. The Commzndings O0fficer
never Gid sight the lizht, but his wvingmen did,

Having hed exoerience with Jjets egeinst convention=l in "Dog Fighteh, I heve
2. good iden of their speed, but thie oblect in the encounter described previously
vas meking et least tvice thet sveed, or 2pnroximately €00 kts. Vhile it wrs vrse-
ing I tried herd to distinguish & shepe or form of winz or airfoil, but could see
nothing but this white licht, Pulling up even more after it posced, I tried to see
if I conld hit its wesh or slipstream, but there vas none, Only thie sincsle ste~dy
vhite 1lizht thet counld move with vhenomenel speed and reneuversbdllity,
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