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LOCATION

22 Dec 1951

Coluvmbus Chio
3. DATE-TIME GROUP

4. TYPE OF OBSERYATION

"M‘

Pilot saw flash in WNW. Object aropeared to be
a/c without tail section, Position of object
was 5 miles east of Columbus, Onhio at 20,0C0
fte Object moving Bast 1n opposite direction
of a/c rilotad Ly observer. Objecht sightzd
for 1 minute and lost in sun. Could not re-
locate object, Observer's a/e at 15,000 ft
alr speed 225 Knots. Assumed object speed in
excess of 300 MPH., No sound, Clear sky.
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~==1[] Poassibly deailoon

1030 O Was Aiicrof?
Locol YU O Ground- Vi suel O Ground-Rodor O Probobly Aircrafs
GMT <2/ 1530% o L AinVisve! O Air-Intercept Rudar O Possibly Aircrolt
B T i ete B Saesveted
O Yes 0 Probably Astronomicael
6 \a Milida 00 Possibly Astronomice!
7. LENGTM OF OBSERVATION | &. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE I S i s
O Insufficient Dote for Evaluaution
1 to 15 Minutes 1 LSE v ———
10. BRIE® SUMMARY OF SIGHTING |11, comments

Probably balloon sighting,
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166TH FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR SQUADRON -~ T e o
142D FICHTFR-INTERCEPTOR GROUP ~

LOCKBOURNE AIR FORCE BASE /.
=" COLTMBUS 17, OHIC

27 December 1951

SUBJECT: Information on Unconventional Aircraft

TO: Comnanding General
Air Materiel Command
ATTN: MCIS
Wright-Patterson AF Base:
Dayton, Ohio

l. In compliance with Air Defense Command Letter 200-1 dated 11

April 1951 and in lieu of AF Form 112 the following information is sub-
mitted,

a. The object appeared to be an airplane of unknown si ze with-
out a tail section and was silver in color. No trajl or exhaust was seen
and the propulsion system was undetermined. The observer was flying in
the opposite direction and the object appeared to be travelling at a speed
greater than 300 miles per hour. No sound was heard and the object con-

tinued to tumble or roll until it was lost in the szun.

¢ The object was ohserved visually from the air. The observer
was flying in an F=384C typa aircraft at approximately 15,000 feet with an
indicated air speed of 229,

d. The observer was approximately fivs (5} miles east of Columbus,
Qhic heading west at an sltitude of 15,000 T2e% when the odject was first
siznted, The object was at Two o'clock hizh from the observer, heading in
an eastarly direction at an aititude of at isazt 20,000 faet,

s, The high degree of reliability of the observer is showm in
the fact that he is a jet fighter pilot with approximstely 1700 flying

hours and served a tour of duty in the Pacific theatre of operations dur-
ing World War II.

s The 3ky was sl2ar at

£« None.

h, None. -

i. Obsarver started £o turn to zivs chase but object was lost in
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Hq 168th FIS, Bubj"r Infomtion on Unoonvontional “Airoraft 27 Dec 51

Je Althémgh other squadron airoraft were flyinzg in the local area
none were in the immediate area of the sighting.

2. Enclosed with this report is a statement of the observer concerning
the sighting of the object,

- 1 Enol e | - -~ Commanding
Observer's Statement

Copy to:
CG, Air Defense Command
ATTNs Dir of Intell
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166TH FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR SQUADRON

142D FIGHTER-INTERCEPTOR GROUP
LOCKBOURNE AIR FORCE BASE
COLUMBUS 17, OHIO

27 December 1951

STATEMENT ON SIGHTING

OF
UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT

’

At approximately 1030 hours on 22 December 1951 I was flying
locally at 15,000 feet. I observed an object which appeared to be an
airoraft without a tail section either tumbling or rollinz. Position
of the object was about five (5) miles east of Columbus, Ohio heading
east at an altitude of at least 20,000 feet., I was piloting an F-84C
type aircraft in the opposite direction.

Checks were made on Easy and Fox channels but all squadron
pilots stated that they wers not in that area and at that altitude., Thes
object was about two o'clock high to me, rolling or tumhling at a high
rate of roll. I observed ten or more rolls in a period of one (1) min-
ute when I lost it in the sun. It was rolling whem I lost it.

When I first sighted it I started a turn in an attempt to inter-
cept the object, but it was lost in the sun, Further search failed to
bring the objeot in sizht.

It did
When last seen it was heading in an east-

The speed appsared to be abocut that of a jet fighter.
not gain or lose altitude,
south easterly direction,

y,

Pl 0 P 244,
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2000t
4000

8000"

Altitude

10,000
12,000
14,000
16,000

30 K
20 K
35 K

Velocity

22 K
&0 X
70 K
75 K
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REQUEST FOR
AUTHORIZATION OF LONG DISTAMNCE TELEPHONE CALL
1. APPROVAL MNO.| 2. DIYISION, OFFICE, SECTION A BRANCH 3. T8L. ACCT. NO.| 4. DATE e ‘l
13 A0 IN-AT IA A2 o551 i 10 Jan ,)z
R E R - . I s
LA J, X, Yothstein e Rt U ‘ ATIAbwii
3. NAME & LOCATION OF ACTIVITY TO BE CALLZD: | 9. PERSCN TO 3& CONTACTED: | 10. zs& ﬁuml;ﬁu OF
|
4 - - . | . 2%
11. SUMMARY OF SUBJECT MATTER TO BE DISCUSSED: RIS el SR
Unidentiflicd serial object and 2prointment to interview wiluesses,
12. REASON WHY OTHER MEANS OF COMMUNICATION CAN NOT BE USED. | 12. SIGNATURE OR INITIAL OF APPROVING OFFICER:
Limo elamant,
|
R T, — -2 St
AMC Form 75 Supursedes AMC Form 75, 29 Jer 46,

{Rav 18 Jul 51) which will be used. Air Forzce WPAFB=1-11 SEPY 51 24CM
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If. l

1, Date object was observed 22 December 1951

2. Time object was first seen 1030

3. Place from which you observed the object _ Air - near Columbus, Ohio

4. How was object observed (naked eye, binoculars, etc.) Lye

5. What were you doing when the object was first observed? Flying

6. What attracted your attention to the object?

I~ A W ey g $estal £ =

7. Path of object,

a., Direction from which object appeared (degrees or direction)
WNW

b, Direction in which object disappeared (degrees or direction)

ESE
¢, FElevation object appeared (degrees above horizon —
d., Elevation object 2isappeared (degrees above horizon) ———

e. Shape of flight path of object (straight and level, arched, etc,)
Straiht

f. How did object disappear (grow dimmer, go out suddenly, etc.) .
Lost in sun

8, Length of time the object was observad = » A 1/2 min,

9. Descrintion of object,

a, low many objects were sczan? One

. Y A < .
" An~a-a=t gize of shia
"'"'-' _"'- - ::'I-‘ 4 nhb - s e i 1-.‘1‘ =t st WP



¢. Apparent speed of object? F-84

o
d. Apparent altitude of object? At least 25,000 ft, if F-8. size

-9

e, Shape of object? F-84 without tail

f. Color of object? oilver

Did object perform any maneuvers, if so describe Rolled 7-10 tines
like pencil rolled) 5/sec., roll or faster.

h, Did object make any sound, if so deseribe  None audible
° | “M

i, Were any tails or trails seen No tail
—— . N

j e Draw sketch

-

10, Clouds.

a. lere any clouds in sky at time of observation None
e ———

if 80, how muchk of SKy was covered (overcast, scatlered, ete, )

m

CAVT

b. Did object pass above » below, or near any clouds o
e ———————————————

¢. Did object reflect light on the clouds -
e
1l. What is your occupatioh Jet Pilot

O ————————————————————————————

12, Any details that cannot be fully explained by the above questions.

m

Descripntion of object is based on observer's experience with F-84's in

fliocht, Sneed of observer's olane indicated air spsed 180 MPH which




Ancreased to maximum in turn. Object lost in sun after turn. Bank angle

" 5
of observer in turn 45°., Winterized F-84 has tail section painted which would

eliminate flast in sun.,

g
-
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Fuel octane ratings listed by number are those available to civil aireralt, unless otherwise nntu-rl.
Military fuel is listed by letter code indicating octane ratings as "ollows: A Lo/l 15, A: 100/130,
The above listing does not include Air Foree aerodromes.

*Joint civil and wilitary operation; Air Force facilities are not (sied.

B:91/98, C:73 or %0, J:JP-1,3

; Consult the latest Airman’s Guide for changes in data subsequent to date of chart.




Columbus, Ohio - 22 ecember 1951

I, DISCUSSIOR OF INCIDENT

On 22 uUecezber 1951 at ap-roxi=ately 1030 =ST, an F-84 pilot sighted an
unidentified objfzct five niles east of Columbus, dhio. The object, which
looked like an aircraft with no tail surfuces, apneared to be rolling on its
lateral axis. The objeet was on a reciprecal heading and higher than the F-86.

The pilst pade a turn in an attennt to intercept the object but lost it in the
sun. NS

II. STATUS OF INVESTIGaTION

At aprroxizately 1000 EST a weather balloon was released from the Colunbus
Municipal =irport, The wind, which was from the west, would have blown the

balloon into the general vicinity of the sighting, More definite information
on the balloon launching has been requestea,

III. CONCLUSICONS

No conclusiins can be made until nore information on the balloon launching
is obtained,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

UNCLASSIEIED
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Colurbus, Ohio - 22 December 1901

Ty

I. DESCRIPTION OF INGIDENT

On 22 Decenber 1951 at 1030 kST, the pilot of an F-24 aircraft observed
an unidentified otject five miles east of Columbus, Ohlo. The F-84 was flying
at 15,000 ft. altitude on a heading of 270°. The object was first sighted at
two o'clock high, It appeared to be rolling on its longitudinal exis and the

shape resembled an aircraft with no tail surfaces, It was on a heading of
about 90°. |

The pilot otserved the object for one and one half mimutes during which
he nade a right turn in an attenpt to intercept and identify the object., It
was lost when the pilot turned into tkhe sun to follow the object.

II, STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

The pilot of the F-84 wus interrogated by project personnel., No new
facts were brought out, It was established, however, that the pilot could
have observed a telloon launched I‘rom Port Colum.bus Airport at about 1000
EST, The wind was 30 knots fron 2‘70 which would pl&ce the balloon in the
general area of tte sighting, 7The pilot could not pinpoint his location
other than about five miles east of Columbus"”,

III, CONCLUSIONS

The F-8 possidbly sighted a weather balloon launched from Port
Columbus Alrport, Tie reported acticns of and shape of the object cannot
he attributed %o a ballocn, however, c-revicus rerorts have indicated that
2 telloon can te very deceplive when viewed fron a high soeed aircraft,

DOVWNGRADED AT 3 YEADR INTERV ALS;
DECLASSIIFIKD Al"lER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

T52-5836
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