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Rapord eontalns dotalls of a CCA mdarscopﬁ siznating on 130 larch .'305"’ of un-

tdantified f1lyinz objacts observed by a (O4 tomm while worldng a C-A7 alreraft on

e
L]

Fractice rung ab Faf lavllk, lceland,

the first of tha elght unidontified objects apmared on tha scops for apr ot-
imataly ons minuta at 0712%Z. Tha r::'rmn'ing objaects appeared oa the scops abt ln-

torvalas of anproxinately 11l minutez. “ha last object was obsgervad for apmroxdimataly

w
12 s3conds at 0E09%, The intervel betuean the first and l'*:st sigating was 57

JJ-L,
ninites, Poor ..-:a-.zt.h':!r conditions axistad during this paric

on the scope. 7Tha pllot of this aircraft was instructad to btreak his patiern an:

A MATS C-A7 was elrborne in the vielnlty of Kaflavik vwhlle the 05.1"""* J appeirod

¢ aX his pattern and
malta a viaual signtinz of ths objects. His atlemphs to intorcapt tha objects vors
unsuceassful,

| "“1‘3 staterants prepared by the USAF personnel participating in tha atlempt to
identifly the objects are containzd in ‘L‘,.h dotailed roport on the following pazes.
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1, At the time of the first sighting, the GCA team was veing utilized by a
1,00th Air Base Croup, MATS aircrew flying s C-47 type sircraflt for their train-
ing period time, As soon as the additional blip was noted on the GCA radarscope,
the Traffic Controller notified the C-47 to break pattern, climb to 10,000 feet,
try to meke a visual sighting and to intercept the target., Upon arrival to its
new altitude, they tried vainly tq make a visual sighting and interception, but
this was impossible due to poor weather conditions that existed at the time,

N

.——-—._—_-___—*—-—--—--—i_“‘q--_—___—d.q_ S— S ——

2. The ajrcraft was vectored ihby the CCA team to the headings of the
target, but no visual sighting or contact was made of the target.

3. Reproduced below are extracts of certified statements by the personnel
reporting this ineldent:

a, otatement of Capteln Frank Schreliber, USAF, Bese Operations, 1400th
Air Base Squ~dron, MATS, Keflavik Airport, Iceland, Operations Duty Officer,

(1) On 13 March 1952 the Keflavik GCA Unit wes working with a local
C-47 on practice runs, At 07157 M/Sgt J. W. Kelly, the CCA Traffic

Director, reported to the Keflavlik Tower that an unidentified tarpget
was observed on his radar scope.

Reykjavik Oceanic Aero Conirel. I acgked i1f -»ny other aircraft had been
clearad into this area, No other asircraft h?d been cleared. At 07357

I arrived at the CCA Unit, V/Sgt Kelly said he picked up the first un-
tdentified t-r.et at 07122, It ves finst seen three miles from the center
of the airport inbound on a heading of 129%nd cutbound on a heading of

7403, It was last coen five piles Irom the center of the zirport. This
observation lasted for spproximstely one (1) minute, AL 07227 he spotted

sn unidentified tarcet 'ﬂbound on 2 hesding of 3407 and outbound on a

haading of Z720%, It was last seen five miles fronm the center of ithe air-

., Thi's observation lasted for aprrexinately thirty (30) seconds.
At 97237 an unidenlified terget weas seen on the saxme headings as the
U777 observations, the Uime and distsnce slements were the sape also,
At 07452 we both spotted an unidentified tzrget on the radar scope in-

“ bound on a2 heading of 360%and outbound on a reading of 310°., This
observation lasted for approximetely thirty (30) seconds. At 0756f we
bath spotted an unidentified tarpet inbOLnd on a heading of 210° and
onthnund on a headine of 2709, I+t was lsst seen five (5) nilas from
Lhe center of the 3irpﬂr+ and this oodservaiicn lasted for approximately
thirty (30) seconds. At 0PQ9”7 we agzaln saw an unidentified tereet In-
bound on a readins of :700 and ou+bound on a reading of 7509, It was

1ns% s=2en two (7)) miles from *tte center of the airrort and this ob-
servation lasted for arrroxin-tely fifteen (15) seconds,

-

1.’. b oA 9

ﬁr)ﬂ+

l - (?2) After the tower relayed this information to re, I contected
|
:
|
|

e g —

1 ‘-Hh;ﬁ- . | : ;- 2 R ;1j'ﬁr‘ﬁ‘:hﬂ- i ﬂ::ﬂ - ’ F-I :‘ !'l .
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. Y r"‘! h [ * 'y v L . . »
AACS Sguadron, YATS, Xeflavik Airport, Iceland, GCA Crew Chrief on duty,
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Airport, Iceland, conducting GCA runs with local based aircraft C=47, 5879.

(1) At 07122 the undersigned, as a GCA crew chief, observed an
unidentified target on an approximate heading of 109° in the vicinity
of the Keflavik Airport Radio Range Station. The terget was observed
for approximately one minute in a right turn and was last observed on
an approximate heading of 260° ~

(Z) At 07222 a target arpeared at approximately the same posi-
tion heading 340° and making a left turn. This target was observed
for 30 seconds and was last seen heading approximately 250°,

| (3) At 07157 the Control Tower was notified to relay a message
to the Base Operations Office for the Bese Operations Officer or his
assistant to come out to the GCA unit, |

'(4) At 07337 a target appeared at approximately the same position

heading 340° and making a left turn. This target was observed for thirty
(30) seconds and was last seen heading approximately 250°,

(5) At 07357 the Assistznt Base Operations Officer arrived at the
. (6) At 07457 the target asppesred for approximetely thirty (30)
~seconds in tke vicinity of the Radio Range Station, The inbound heading
vas approximately'lﬂoo, outbound heading 310°,

(7) At 075627 a targcet was observed in the vicinity of the Radio
RangeStation w“1th an inbound heading of Z10° and an outbournd heading of
270 for 15 seconds,

(8) At 080%Q7 a tarzet was obserwed in the vicinity of the Radio

Yanze Station with an inbound keadi»z 2f 200~ and en ocutbound heading of
~0
750" for 30 seconds,

(9) The undersigned broadecast descent and holding instructions on
the following VHF fraquencies: 112,1, 171,5, 126,12, 136.82; nnd on EF
frequencies 3105 and 4720, No answer was received to any of these trars-
missicus.

(10) The radar scopes were monitored until 0930Z and no other un-
ldentifled targels were observad,

« otatezent of Clyde B, Knipfer, 20 - £03221, Captein USAF, 1400th Air Fase
MATD Xefllevik aAlrport, Ilceland, pllot of the C=47 airecraft,
(1) Statrzant of Clyde B, Krlifer, Oart., AC=r23.71, ‘
2 L.YILE ALY "R e PFeRItE, A7) #FL ~/0 1% saneT - ' )
-t 4 1-' .._
- 1 r-.-.' f:‘::j'."‘- : 1: 7o L4 "i:'* 'l *'-“:-“:" : - - .‘ -
w2 were rraclicing CUA sprproacles during this tire, hile {iving he3se
the GCA man rerorted another airplane in the vicinity of the fizld ~nd
turning over tre range station., A few winutes later re statsad that tlere
weren't any airplanes reported in the vicinity, that he had checked with
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the tower on this. Fe rerorted it several more times as showing ur
in his scope, so we kept our eyes open for this unidentiflied aireraft.
Around 0747 we broke off our practice runs sand clinbed up to r“ound
3500 feet ctill keeping our eyes open for this other airecraf 1
-went back to the nawigator's table to fill out the Form 1. A fow mine-
utes later Capt. Hartsch called me to come back up and to listen on
the earphones. %hen I placed them on my ears 1 heard the GCA man or
operator describing the speed that this airplane or whatever it was
had just travelled across his scope. FHe stated that he had clocked
F-26's on speed runs on radarscope and he knew their speed was. over
- 700 mph, and rore, and that this object that had just gone across
his scope was much faster than the 86's he had clocked. Cspt. Harsch
. and myself then took the C~47 up higher trying to get above the top
layer of clouds to try to see if we could see anything. Ve climbed e&s
high es 10,000 ft. but tha upper cloud layer was still a few thousand
feet above us, so we levelled off. Ve flew around at this altitude
for ten to fifteen Einutes in the vicinity of the range station but we
observed nothing, 'Je then let down and landed.

Comnents of the Prepzring Officer:

1. This incident was first reprorted on CIEVIS rerort DTG 1320407, from Base
Operations, Keflavik, Iceland to Air Defense Comiand, Ent Air Force EBase, Colorado;
Secretary of Defense, Washington, D, C. and Fq MAIS, nndreuq Alr Force BEase, .=sh—
ington, with information copy to Iceland Defense Force, Keflavik Airport, Iceland,

e The report mentioned above stated that the estinmsted airspeed of the ob-

jects was 250 knots and that Lheestimated altitude of the objects was above €,000
feet,

3. The statement of Captain Clyde B, Enirffer reveals thot the GCA operator,
with whom he was in contact, steted thet the ob*n;z srossed his scope at s speed
much faster than F-86s that he had clocked on oiher occasions.

Lo Vo nention of the altitude or speed of the objects wes made in the state-
ment or ¥/igt John'W, Kelly, GJA crew chief on duty at the time of this incident,
The absence of Inforration concerning altiitude of <the objlects l1s probebly due to

t.h; fact +ha ne altitude iInformation is swailable on the search system of the
AN/MPN - 1C, ' _

' "]

#

5 Certzin radar phenomena called ghosis or angels, the mechanics of which are

not thoroughly understood, »re capsble of producing radar returns which in the
majority of cases are indistingulshable from real targets, Ghostis or angels usually

A

are 2userved in radar located ﬁLJPg 8 s5ea 20830, Cne characteristic wriech TF*&“;f

identiflies a target as a ghost 1s the terrific speed of travel comelimes ooDseorved,
“hen observed they shorld be treated as if they were bogy aireraft,

/t...#za«,.. 9 (//{w‘é/ .

(‘nr"r__?ﬁ T"ﬂ""

’ # W

e

- =l - - . g -'_'“‘

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YT'AR NTE‘RVALB
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.18




