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Two astronomers sald it was a neteorite.
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Wos Bolloon

Probobly Balloon
Possibly Bolloon

Wos Aircroft
Probobly Aircroft
Possibly Aircroft
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Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

Other
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I. [ZSCRIPTION OF IICIDENT

At approximately 0124 to 0132 PST, on 11 May 1952 many incdividuels re-
ported sighting a virid blue object with flanin: sparks or streamers coxing
nearly straight down over Seattle, Washington, The object exrloded in =

brilliant flash, ligiting up the sky and then disappeared. After the explo-

sion, some of the wimesses experienced a trecor or shock wave of approximately
nine seconds duratior.

II. T "

OF THe IiVESTISATION

Tvo local astron:mers were contacted and they stated that the object was

& meteor, At the prisent tire the astronomers are searching for fragmezts to
confirn their statenmt. |

I1I, GONCLUSIONS

Object was probiily a meteor but file will not be closed matil conﬂrming
eviderzce is found.

L
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Air Force Checks Data

On Presumed Meteor

(Continued from Page 1.)

bart on a due west conrse at

an earthquake had rocked  the oo '”f:ﬁ m.n."zh n:::;
Pacific Northwest, s

After hearing descriptions| Across our course, apparently

| bhetween us and the airport.”
of the object, trained ob , .
servers agreed the visjtor was a| Perry and Carlson saild n¢

meteor, drawn by earth’s gravity shock wave was felt in the plane.
from deep space, to blow itself toi But, from the observation roof

picces as friction from the atmos-i,4 116 ajrport, Weather Observer
phere heated it-to extreme tem«»lSi Pyl oot

ratures. - “

pLMore susceptible viewers|the ragged banners of ﬂll:ge and
ruessed the object to be a “Rus. felt a “definite shock wave” about
sian bomb,” a guided missile, or{2 to 2% minutes after the firs

a “flying saucer.,” ° - burst of light.
tower,
At least four competent ob- AFrom the airport control e

irway Operations Specialist
servers had grandstand views of| ¢ Wiley laconically noted in
the “fireball.” They were the| o ert Wiley y

ics' Administra-
pilot and co-pilot of an airliner, :?:nci?;w; ?mut cs Adm

coming in for a landing at Seat-| " . : iant bl
tle-Tacoma International Airport, Observed very brilliant blue

: m. (PDT). A
a United States Weather Bureau 'S¢ 86 L S.10 (EH0) AP
observer there and a centrol tow-

originate from northeast direc-
er operator. tion. Land tremor (explosion)

PILOTS SAW IT— followed about 2 minutes after-

ward.”
Capt. B. C. Carlson and Co-
Pilot Earl Perry, flying a'Spo- OVER WIDE AREA— |
kane-Seattle’, shuttle for North-! mpe flare was seen and the
west  Aiclines, said the meteor ... was felt in all sectors o

first flared at 1:32 a. m. by hisigaattle and surrounding com
watch and burst into flamingi ., hities. The State Patrol re
t‘ragmﬂms at about 8,000 feet. ported the blast was felt in

Carison said: Everett, Tacoma and Bremerton

_“We were approaching Wo- | ypical of hundreds of Seattl
iresidents jarred out of sound
sleep were Mrs. GG. V. Rooney,

- o019 N. 67th St., who said “The

\ . ‘'windows rattled and we thought
the house was coming down.” -
J. T. Skelly, 7125-44th Ave.

S. W., who described the rumbl

that followed the flash as a “five-

shock wave that}shook my house.”
SAW FLASH— -

From the window of his Mercerl
Island home, Guy L. Bettinger,|
1424 W. Mercer Way, saw what
he described as a “tremendous
flash in the sky.” He said: -
~ “The light seemed to go
straight up, like a huge electric
- arc—something like when a.
transformer explodes. The
apex of the light seemed to he
about as high as Mount
Rainier. .

“I1 thought right away there
had heen a terrific explosion.

L braced for a shock. It seemed

like 13 to 2 minutes hefore the
shock wave hit.”

Engineer Reports
- Un Meteor

. No one got a better “fix" on
Sunday's meteor than Don E, Ly-
man, Seattle engineer.

Lyman was standing at a win-
dow in his home, 16838-19th Ave.
S. W, when the flash blinded
him momentarily, FIhr ey

Reacting quickly, he went tc
work with watch and compass.
These were his observations:

The flash came at 1:24 a. m. by
his watch. It was of 9 seconds’

: duration. The normal brightness
of* the flash was maintained for
4 seconds. In color it was a mer-
cury or magnesium blue, with
no trace of a greenish hue,

The flash was followed' by a
deep; shaking tremor which last
ed 12 seconds, The tremor start-
ed 2'2 minutes after the flash.
This would put the explosion 3(
or 3l miles away. The flash wa
21 degrees above. the horrzon and
15 degrees east of north,

“The tremor had a deep,
- deep sound like somehody down
** In the furnace,” Lyman said,
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Astronomers thro ughout
the nation, and the United
|States Air Force, guardian of
the skies, displayed keen: in-
terest Sunday in the fiery ob-
ject that flashed across the
Seattle area in the blackness
of the early morning, then
exploded violently.

Scientists who make a study of
phenomena of outer space con-
cluded the fiery object was a
large meteor that"streaked
through the earth’s blanket of
air and disintegrated into flam.
ing streamers.

However, the Air Force has be.
come interested in all sky visitors
since it is charged with the job
of keeping a‘radar watch of all
things, natural and man- made,
that pass overhead.

CHECKING DATA—

- o8 _ , _ As eyewitness accounts of the
LINE OF FLIGHT—Shown on this map is the path and the bursting “range light and following blast

poiat of the serinl object that flashed over Western Washington early came in from widely scattered

Sunday. As the map shows, the ohject, apparently a meteor, traveled rts of Western Wash e
from south to north and burst into fragments at the point indicated E;tronomers expressed th:n g;,::

on. the map. Position was determined by eyewitness reports from an
atrliner and various geound observers. After bursting, fragments of the :::::] tm: ndl;nsuts -}-laonyeb:]g:]g?:) ai]|:
nhjcet traveled to the northwest into an area not covered by the map, spectacular mannery
Dotted lines and arrows indicate direction of sight of cyewitnesses who |’ C .
ol. T. Allan Bennett, com-

ntnbluhcd approximate location of the burst. kAR RS g M0 manding officer of the 25th Air
— |Force Defense Division, MecChord
Air Force Base, 'also leaned
toward the theory that the object
which expiuded at 1:26 a. m. was
a meteor. But he said his office
is making a thorough check of*
eyewitness reports and is anxious

to receive them. "
Bennett said he doubted that

ithe object could have been an
'‘aircraft or guided missile,

None of the radar installations
in the Pacitic Northwest  net. .
work picked up the object on
their screens, he said.

ANGLE—

Asked if the speed of the ob.
ject may have eluded the radar,
Bennett said that the angle, rath-
er than speed, probably was what

caunsed it not to show as a “blip”
on the radar scopes.

“If it was a meteor, it was
probably’ coming nearly straight
down. That would make it very
difficult teo teack. The indica-
tions might be so Insignificant

that radar wouldn’t pick it up,”
he said.
. ~ “If it was an aircraft or a
. guided missile, we would have
picked it up,” he continued.

REQUEST—

| Rennett asked that anyone find.
ing a “strange” piece ot material
[report it to his organization at
McChord.

Bennett said that the ground
observer phase of the air defense
setup is not at present on a 24. .
hour basis, and said no ground - |
observers had reported seeing i
the [lash,

The two-second blast, a tremen- ;
dous blue-white flare, caused no
ascertainable damage, but police,
fire' department and newspaper
switchhoards were jammed by
hundreds of anxious calls from

uadeniy-aw rSNENE MIGE ST
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B T = ]

i




"ﬁ"”ﬁ B i

 established approximatc location of the buest,

potut of the acrial objeet that JHashed over Westorn Washangton carly
Sunday. As the map shows, the object, apparently a metcor, travcled
from south te nosth and burst inte fragments at the point indieated
on the map. Position was determined by ecyewitness rcports from an

. airliner und various ground observers. After bursting, iragments of the

object traveled to the northwest into an arca not covered by the map.
Doticd lines and arrows indicate dircetion of sight of cycwitnesses who

| -;-( Post-Intelliz cucer Map.)

e e s

LA AN IT0M WG SCALIC e

l;:u.'u'ts of Western Washingion, ~

lastronomevs expressed the opin-
ion that an-unusually big {ireball
had been destroyed aloit in
spectacular manner.

Col. T. Allan Benneit, com-
manding officer of the 25th Air
Force Defense Division, McChord
Air Force Base, 'also leaned
toward the theory that the object
which exploded at 1:26°'a. m. was
a meteor. -But.he said his office
is making a thorough check of
eyewitness reports and is anxious
to receive them. ™
l* Bennett said he doubted that

the object could have been an
‘aircraft or guided missile,

None of the radar installations
in the Pacific Northwest net-
work picked up the object on
their screens, he said. |

ANGLE—

Asked if the speed of the ob-
ject may have eluded the radar,
 Bennett said that the angle, rath-
|er than speed, probably was what
{qused-it.not to show as a “blip”

on the radar scopes. %

+ %“If it was a meteor, it was
probably coming nearly straight

down. That would make it very
difficult to track. The indica-

b

tions might be so insignificant
that radar wouldn’t pick it up,”
he said.

“If it was an aircraft or a

guided missile, we would have /
picked it up,” he continued.

REQUEST—

|

' Benneti asked that anyone find-
ing a “strange” piece of material

ireport it to his organization at

{McChord.

| Bennett said that the ground
observer phase of the air defense
setup is not at present on a 24-
hour basis, and said no ground
observers had reported secing
the flash. |

The two-second blast, a tremen-

dous blue-white flare, caused no
ascertainable damage, but police,
fire' department and newspaper
switchboards were jammed by

/hundreds of anxious calls from

‘suddenly-awakened persons.

~ Many believed, after the blast,

\onfinued on Page 2 Column 4)




ourt Meteor Explodes With A Roar;
3 On Scares Thousands In Seattle '
ay o

SEATTLE,. May 11-—-A giant meteor swished across western
Washington and exploded with a tremendous flash and roar over
Criticize
f Rail .

Seattle at 1:26 a.m. today.

It ‘frightened thousands of ‘persons. as it lighted the sky and
rattled doors and windows. - |

. No pieces were found, however, and the greatest damage seemed
to have been inflicted on the people's nerves.

\y 11 —(Up)! A.30-second rumble followed the| ;
teel’ industry breaking apart of the celestial! It was a blue-white magnesium

rguments be-!visitor into an estimated four 19 color,” they reported over the po-
rt tomorrow|(, Jarge pieces. lice radio. *It lit up the sky hl‘o

onstitutional s
sesident Tru-|Altitude Estimated chain lightning.

rity to seize] Witnesses found it difficult to

.estimate the object's altitude an mﬁrd' w:re jatmmed by e:xcnted

~ill contend: speed but triangulation fixed tha ©3 ersi whose fear canged from

ample power ‘explosion point somewhere over 9 explosion of an atom bomb to an

Avril 8 | o' just north of Greenlake in na:;t'i:h"?""r thquake. Very few thought of
#rike by the 'central Seattle. A meteor.

iteelworkers. I The Coast Guard estimated from
Ater that the .early reports that it might have
itutional au- been as low as 2,000 feet when it
1’o seize its' burst. However, Capt. Bert Cari-| |

trols made fruitless
find pieces ot the meteur.

o e —— - — O — e — i — i w

o 2 h
; . ismn, a Northwest Airlines pilo*,' }&% | B
‘inds acting said it appeared to be only a littie] « B y‘m“‘g o‘n;fﬁ; A ;
lip B. Perl- below his altitude of 8,000 teet. % ‘t Mm: coﬂ"'rnv’r:"“a. A §

r Baltimore,| Carlson said he was flying
itted against!toward Seattle when the ball of f.,,_
attorney—!fire appeared, travelinz from the|}s ’: Ui

nowned con-|southwest toward the northeast. : ; DG
| Omnd
ﬂrih ritis

1924 Demo |It exploded in a brllllant flash and
Torture "Nearly”

esident broke apart.

There were no estimates imme-

- |diately availableaas to the size ot
e court has|the rmeteor. - e 36 » %

. g:.hﬁg“:t s;zg;il.iko Chain nglltnlng

Newspaper and police switch-

Police and state patrolmen pa-
efforts to

nents, proba-| Reports to the Coast Guard sai:l|

it may hand’tnc object broke -into eight or 1)
mple of weeks pieces.  Police Sgt. Lee Drake,
much later a patrolling in the north end of
its action. lSeattle_. said the meteor broke
Davis put the into four to six pieces over Green-
fir statements |lake. Two other policemen, J. H.
other develop- L’avis and R. G. Carmody, wit-
dispute: nessed the incident from the
were sizzling bridge across Lake Washlngton.'
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Locked My Joinis

But his wﬂtm is now thi of the
thanks to this mdrrvf:rmmn: for arxntil.
neuritis and rheumatic pain,

This miracle-medicine (called NORJITO) -

Elvn top-speed, long-lasting relief from stab-
ing nerve and muscle paims—from aching
of swollen joints,

NORITO i safe, non-habit-forming, Thow-
samn!s whoe bave ex erienced its working
swiftness are living gloriously pain-free lives
azain,

NORITO must relieve your pain alter the
very first day or vouy money vefunded,
your druggist for NORITO today,
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RAVW
Cool, damp breezes— .
Watch out for sneezes

Official U. 8. Weather JMap on Fage 23

SUNDAY TEMPERATURES

fied missile—possibly a giant
meteor — “runmbled like a
freight train” across the sky
and exploded over Seattle
early Sunday.

The Air Defense Command
began an immediate investi-
gation.

The explosion bathed this
industrial city of 500,000
persons in an eerie blue-white
light and knocked city dwell-
ers from their beds,

The blast was visible from
60 miles away and occurred

m
p— - 5 e w —

.58

i 5"
. ol
. 48
47

- e—— - L R

at a helght estimated as low

as 2,000 feet.

% % @

' THOUSANDS of persons

were awakened by the con-
cussion, but there was no re-

port of damage. .
The phenomenon was at

 first definitely believed to be
caused by a meteor exploding
within the earth’s atmosphere.

But astromoners said it
was almost impossible for a

meteor to get within 2,000

feet of the ground before dis-
integrating.
Some pointed ouf, how-

ever, that ft might have

.————-_-I_i'w-—-—l
= il ol A i - -

been higher than reported

" by observers.

Dr. Fred L. Whipple,
Harvard  University
expert, said that if the Wash-
ington blast had been a little
lower than reported it might
have wiped out all of Seattle

and its inhabitants.
Northwest Airlines Pilot

Bert Carlson sighted the ob-

ject as he prepared to land at
Seattle - Tacoma international

airport.
He said lt was at about

meteor -

Prof Gerérd Kulper, said he

7,000 feet when it suddenly
shattered into eight pieces
which looked like chain light-
ning. What appeared to be
fireballs trailed to the earth,
he said.
- et ¥

AN ASTROMONER at the
Yerkes Observatory, Lake
Geneva, Wis., said the Seattie

phenomenon apparently was a

“fireball” — a big meteor
heavy enough to penetrate
into the earth’s lower atmos-

phere,
But the Yerkes expert,

was inclined to doubt that the
object exploded even as low
as 7,000 feet.

“Fireballs usually explode
10 to 15 miles up,” he said.

“However, anything can
happen, and the reported
force of the explosion sug-
gests that it was somewhat
lower than the usual height.

* % &

“METEORS’ surfaces burn
off rapidly from friction with
the air and they often explode
from the tremendous heat.”

. ——

Fragments are seldom

found, Kuip
cause they
reaching g
they are

. noticed.

The cha
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one striki
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ed to land at
mtemuonal

as at about
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7,000 feet when jt suddenly
shattered into eight pieces

which looked like chain light-

ning. What appeared to be
ﬁreballstra.lledtotheearth
he said.

* « $.

AN ASTROMONER at the
Yerkes Observatory, Lake
Geneva, Wis., said the Seattle

phenomenon apparently was a
“fireball” — a big meteor .
heavy enough to penetrate .
into the earth’s lower atmos-

phere,

But the Yerkes expert,
Prof. Gerard Kuiper, said he

On Gﬁard for Over a Céntury

A

losion a Meteor

was inclined to doubt that the
object exploded even u low

as 7,000 feet.

“Fireballs usually explode
10 to 15 miles up,” he said.
“However, anything can
happen, and the reported
force of the explosion sug-
gests that it was somewhat
lower than the usual height.
- &

“METEORS’ surfaces burn

off rapidly from friction with

the air and they often explode

from the tremendous heat.”
Fragments are seldom

e — &

found, Kuiper said, either be-
cause they burn up before

reaching ground or because
they are too small to be

. noticed.

~ The chances of a meteor
or a large fragment from
one’ striking the earth are
“extremely rare," Kuiper
said,
" The famed crater in Ari-

zona is very old, he said, and
‘recent sites discovered in
Canada appear to date from

before the Ice Age.

- J. Hugh Pruett, Pacific re-

gional director of the Ameri-

Vol. 122—No. 7

e — e T — -l — r
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can Meteor Society, said:

“Unless it was an infernal
machine of some kind, it could
have been a huge meteor.”

 # %

THREE SEATTLE police
prowl cars reported the ob-
ject exploded over Green Lake
in North Seattle at about
2,000 feet, '

Sidney Howick, weather
observer at the Seattle-
Tacoma airport weather bu-
reau, said: “It was sort of a
lights-on, lights-off thing. It
lasted two seconds at most.

— — R—

- e -

“Everything turned blue.
As soon as jt went out there
were fireballs or something
falling straight down like
fireworks. That came in an-

other couple of seconds.

Two or three minutes later
I heard the rumble.”

Most observers agreed the

object was travelling from
southwest to northeast when

:t blew up.

Ten hours after the ex-
plosion, there were no reports
of damage or recovered frag-

_ments.

- B = —




o o

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

M‘.‘

| AR | R R e Tt .

e —— - — o — —

1. DATE ( -1 2. LOCATION ( 12. CONCLusmas
11 May 52 ' Ceorge APB, California  / O Wes Balloon
R e e it i, w O Prob?bly Balloon
'3. DATE-TIME GROUP | 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Bolloon !
MO !
Local ]:‘:i'mp.g.sﬁ?______. | & Ground- Visuol O Ground-Rador 0 Wos Aircraft |
| 0 Prob?bly Aircroft
GMT. LI 1020 - S D AirVisuol O Air-intercept Rodor D Possibly Aircraft
> PHOTOS oY 6. SOURCE g ;fusbAsltronomicnl
es AMruan £ | robebly Astronomical
2 No first claess D Possibly Astronomicol
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other—_ s e
CZS Insufficient Data for Evaluati
3 minutes 1 Q U:k"ms;"ﬂ a tor Evaluation
IO. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING _ . 11. COMMENTS
White color. Disc shaped. * Source stated object looked like a
: "Flipping? end over end on lateral a.xia - white paper plate traveling at spesd of
| made 90 degree turn. jet a/c. Saw 2 other small objec‘c.-.

Reported by only one source - possibly behind the first ohe.
paper or other object in a strong thermal. |

Other repcrts from same source indica
he's an "gbserver".

NOT( ' ' 2’ S-/“QT-C- #T(J“i ¢ s A !‘,
5 T&_-!'E' 7"" LO C'-{:{“P’C)i /f:{’;' CAS
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A1 COFTRBMRWG ONE FOUR SIXHEEORGE AFB CALIF oK

0 JEDEN/COMGEN AIR DIFENSE COMMAND ENT AFB COLO

INFO JEDWP/CHIEF AIR TECHNICAL CTR WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO
J2PHQ/DIR OF INTELLIGENCE DC S/0 HQS USAF WASHINGTON TWO FIVE D C
_ B/ CITE 146 FBY WDO2 5-375 PD SInGEERNSIRNSS
OBSERVER SIGHTED UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS ON THREE SEPARATE

- S i S n e . © O P

LCASIONS.] FIRST OBSERVATICN MADE WAS OF AN OBJECT(S) DESCRIBED AS
MIOTIONLESS AND SHIMMERING™, THE OBSERVER REPORTED THAT THE SIZE OF

ME OBJECT WAS SMALL, ALTHOUGH ITS MINUTENESS PREVENTED ANY ACCURATE
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STIMATE OF SIZE AND SHAPE., E SECOND OBJECT WAS REPORTED TO BE

I ey
By g o - - et ewmgag e a Gaag B0l

1Hh.LI NG AT GQ“'AT SPEED, COVERING HALF THE LENGTH OF THE SKY FROM
JHERE THE OBSERVER WAS STANDING TO THE HORIZON IN TEN SECOMNDS,
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STINATED SPEED WAS 3549 MILES PER HOUR f'hﬂ THIRD OBJECT WAS
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ZSCR IBED AS LOOKING LIRE A WHITE PAPER PLATE, FLIPPING END OVER
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1 COFTRBURWG ONE FOUR SIY  EORGE AFB CALIF U( i
9 JEDEN/COMGEN AIR DIFENSE COMMAND ENT AFB COLO N&JSS:H:-}*- (
FO JEDWP/CHIEF AIR TECHNICAL CTR WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO

EPHO/DIR OF INTELLIGENCE DC S/0 HAS USAF VASHINGTON TWO FIVE D C
B/ CITE 146 FBY WDO2 5-335 PD i g
SSERVER SIGHTED UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS ON THREE SEPARATE
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* S aAD t S e b v S5 o ——— i ——— o R S . 8 O 15 ) A A DAY PP (
*caszons.fﬂﬂnsr OBSERVATION MADE WAS OF AN OBUECT(S) DESCRIBED AS
“OTIONLESS AND SHIMMERING™. THE OBSERVER REPORTED THAT THE SI'ZF.. OF (

1E OBJECT WAS SMALL, ALTHOUGH ITS MINUTENESS PREVENTED ANY ACCURATE

- - pen o (

STIMATE OF SIZE AND SHAPE. SECOND OBJECT uIAS R:.PORTED TO BE

e T . ‘
- s brm A RS A s g P SIS s e B S e B, S et N DB P e

MAVELING AT GREAT SPEED, COVERING MALF THE LENGTH OF THE SKY FROM (

ERE THE OBSERVER WAS STANDING TO THE HORIZON IN TEN SECONDS.
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e

STIMATED SPEED WAS 1529 MILES PER HOUR jT‘-{"' THIRD OBJ.:.CT ‘IAS

- e B IR b mvme ante b -

'I"Il"l--l-

SSCRIBED AS LOOKING LIRE A WHITE PAPER PLATE, FLIPPING END OVER (

AGE TWO JUPGG @25

NDo ITS SPEED WAS COMPARABLE TO THAT OF A JET PLANE, ALTHOUGH

ATER WHEN SIGHED AGAIN IT APPEARED TO HAVE REDUCED ITS PACE. )

OVEMENT OF THE OBJECT WAS ACCOMPLISHED WHILE FLIPPING END OVER END, \t(

"]0 OTHER OBJECTS DESCRIBED AS BEING LIKE THAT ONE MENTIONED IN THE 3(

"IRST OBSERVATION APPEARED LATER IN THE PATH OF THE FLIPPING :3]

PAPER PLATE™, ONE WAS NOT CONTINUALLY VISIBLE BECAUSE IT WAVERED i g3
™~

11D SUN WAS REFLECTED ON IT AS IT TURNED . THE OTHER OBJECT YAS
ISIBLE CONSTANTLY. TWO SMALL OBJECTS FLEW IN WING FORMATION

e i -

#OTIONLESS"™. LARGE OBJE CTS MADE 93 DEGRECE TURN OVER BASE.| FIRST '
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'CBJ"‘CT SIGHTED AT 1259 HOURS, S MAY 1952, FOR ABOUT 24 SECONDS.

“‘W O il b ey - § (
sl apeisie Y
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QCOND OBJECT SIGHTED ON THE SAME DAY AT 1723 HCURS FOR ABOUT

13 SECONDS f THIRD OBJECT SIGHTED AT 1220 HOURS ON 11 MAY 1952, FIRST (

.‘H-J

TIME OBSERVED FOR APPROX 3 MINUTES., SOME MINUTES LATER SAME OBJECT
S SIGHTED ALONG WITH THE TWO OTHERS

At B S b —— — S N el P B, rae e ) e e @D AP e PR e S G - - (PR —— e L ] -l-h‘*- (

OBSERVED WITH NAKED EYE FR0OM
THE -SURFACE. FIRST OBJECT WAS SIG HTED BY THE MESSHALL(146TH) (

NORTH-EAST SECTION, GEORGE AIR FORCE BASE., ALTITUDE 38,99 FEET.

R R S ST P N B, (
STATIC NO VAPOR TRAILS OR NOISE. SECOND OBJECT WAS SIGHTED BY THE
SE BALL FIELD ABOUT 3 BLOCKS AWAY rnom WHERE THE FIRST ON WAS (
SIGHTED, GOING SOUTH, ALTITUDE 33,289 - 4@,@-3@ FEET. NO VAPOR :
gl Caa i _______,_........-—----—“"'_—"'w
RAILS NO NOISE.(THIRD OBJECT SIGHTED AT BAKERY, ABOUT 3 BLOCKS
._..._..._...4-—----"-"-*--“"‘"-'““ ’ i
¢
(
L
.
. . . (.
et THREE JUPGG 825 - i
| “ . W - a5 4‘. | ( |
FROM WHERE OTHER OBJECTS WERE SISZH.ED AT 13,‘:’:3-2')’90:1 FELT. NO C
UJAPOR TRAILS, NO NOISE' OBSERVER UAS_
R R AR S N PR A Nl (
{IGH SCHOOL GRADUATE, VAS AN AUTOMOTIVE PARTS CLERX IN CIVILIAN
LIFE, HE IS TAKING INSTRUCTION FOR PRIVATE PILOTS LICENSE. CLEAR (
SKY, LITTLE WIND, GOOD VISIBILITY. T-§ AIRCRAFT DIRECTLY UNDER
(
BJECT (4ST SIGHTED) APPROX 1433 FEET, NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF
SIGHTING, NO INTERCEPTION ACTION TAKEN, :

3715497 MAY JUPGG
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HEADCUANTERS

; :
YATH TICHITR=-20MHER WING -

George Alr Yorce Base
Victorville, Cilliformia “:‘1 2‘ )&}

1mOR - 14 Yoy 1952
D) Statenent of Obseryer

1, S Y o e tho followins:

statenent conesrning certaln unidentiflied objoete oheerved Ly me on 1l
Moy 19523

le (me of tie 5 cobjects Lhat I ohserve’ recervlad a noper nlate
ia ghape and appearance arnd vas of a flat white eolor, The others wers
100 high to 211low any acouraite estinate as to ghare or glos tul had =
matallic glow, One of the emcller ohiacts ve.8 rot continually v elhla

becanse it gsemed to waver or "k, As It tuitedy the sunlg reflection
onn 1t would cauge it to ~li 'r"t. ™e other su .:J" ouliect vag continnally
visible ard “eoth gocned Y0 Ye in a ving feorcatica. Tre object resembling
tre "p'r'mr nla e flivna? end over fnﬁ Tin s r’ﬂf‘ini e c‘ﬁyo._.f*mn, SRECTER o
nearing » 4nto “re souih vith s apred 2f s Jebt Flzhley snd setuwrnine e
bout 5 ming..t.m later at = reduced snwd 20 to 30 seconds after the
gaconi observation had cormoncel, X saw the "nepar pl f*"e" objeat make

a 92 turn to the routh ard then it geeved to approasn the two graller

ozjeatz, which did zot unske thelr anpeorairce until the cecord ohgservoe

tion, There arprenied o e no interaction hetwsen the "ﬁ??ﬂx platal
ohjeat and the two smaller onee, [ d1ld not rollece any noige or vaipor
trails erenating from any of the objects,

2. I made the two sightirnzs at 1220 and 122€, The firat ohger-
rotion lazted 1 rinuvte 1nd Lhe sez2onrd ore lag.ed 1 rminute,

3. I otaserved cke ohb j*'—‘(“‘!m v 1“15- "rc,;*:*-ﬂ wi o the nalied e,

he Y wng at tLhe cenvral port of G;Olf& all rorez age wien [ nade
the obgervations, Georie Air ¥Yorce Pase is loesnted & miles northueat
of Vieciorville, C:lifornia, Ure larger "pn;az pinte" onjeclt roved in
a ﬂoutu-wﬂ=t ”ira tion whern first sichtad, Yhen I sl htedl 1t for the

ong tine, it was meving 2zt approaching ma and then headed =oub
after'eyecutinu a 90° turn to the risht, Tts altitvde wasz beluwsen
10,000 and 15,000 feet, The tuwo gnaller objccis Ald not wove In o

rpction but remained in the game genaral vic: inity, They were ©

33,000 and 42,970 feet higli. * 2%

- - - b ..o} 'I.-., ‘- . o ) : - s, + = e *n o™ >e . P
8. I have a hizh school educstlon -xd am tokirs insiruciion

civi]im 1icht nlrcmft ni]ot.

€, Weather was clear, vith nood vieibvility arnd 1iitle ulrnd
vieinitcy,

7. Yo epeclal astivity or condition whick micht account for

8. No physlcel evlidence of the obsarv:tlon was arnpa:

Q. No interception or Jdentificatior action toliauy

10, ¥o zireraft in the air in the vieinity at the
tine of ‘ohegervation, -

.;-? 1"_r".a 3 ,-h. ;‘"
A i h f.""" f{'\: ’ -;.)&'(t e L# ix. jli\
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Memorandum for Record
SUBJECT: Trip to George AFB on 20-23 May 1952

On 17 May 1952,*‘ called Major Vincent Wolrath, Wing Intelligence
Officer of the 4G WFigh Bomber Wing at George AFB, Calif, Major Volrath stated
tings he deemed it very advisable o send some-
ad orders cut and departed by commercial

AFB late on the evening of the 20th,

one from ATIC to George
air on 20 May 1952 arriving a

0n 21 Vay 1952 SSERRERIP contacted Major Volrath who reviewed sightings
on(i)-ﬂﬂ- -14)a0d.20.May, Several of these sightings from a T-6, seemed to be
repe ve and plans were made to attempt to observe the object on the afternoon

who had piloted the T-6, dur us observations was con-
tacted, offered to fly that P.M., and tak along as observer and to
assist in setting up an observation team, Both the Ground Control Intercept '
(Redar) and Fighter Interceptor squadron of ADC were contacted and briefed on the
sightings and plans to observe from a T-6, They agreed to stand by all afternoon
on "D" channel of VHF in case the object was sighted, If it was, F-86's would be
serambled and rader would attempt a pick-up, A ground station and a ground observer
team headed by Major Wolrath was equipped with a ground VHF setl and would have a
telescope to make ground observations from the George AFB line, Weather was
alerted in case a theodolite was needed, All VHF sets were set up for "D" channel

on a special frequency to keep the interception of messages to a minimum,

At 1330 PDST, the T-6 was airborne. *had a Lieca with a 135 m
telephoto lens in case photos could be taken, A% 1430 PDST, the ground obser-
vation team called the T-6 and stated they were observing the object through a
telescope and it appeared to be a balloon, Also 1t was identical to several of the pre-

vious reports as previous observers were on the ground watching, The aerial search
was con with no success and at 1440 PDST the object disappeared., The aerial

gearch was broken off and the T-6 landed,

? contacted Edwards AFB and was informed that at 1438 PDST a Rawin-
sonde oon from their station burst at 75,000'-80,000' SSE of thelr station
(approximately over George AFB),

It was concluded that the object was this balloon.
M '

ARNEJVE’ AOTES P TWG T L =X e 1

On 22 May 1952, the entire day was spent interviewing sources of other
sightings, It will be noted that although some of the reports were attributed
to balloons, others could not be and are still being investigated,

Lt Ruppelt returned to W-P AFB on 23 May.

The cooperation received at George AFB was excellent, |
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a, 1 May 1952
h1ich gave no glare or reflection were sighted. They were in formation with

vee in front and two. in the rear., 7The latter two darted around :n a circular
r zlg-zag mazrer,

be 9 May 1952, 1030 PDST - An unidentified round, silver object was
ighted visually from the ground and from two F-86 aircraft

|
.. 9 |
i . - s . g - }
) - APPENVLIX VI . _ .
rpe AFB, Calif, - 1, 9, 13, e N
LESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT " ' e
The sighting on 1 May 1952 at George AFB, Calif., was the first of a
>ries of nine sightings there in a three week period. These sightings were |
by military personnel. ,
- Flve round, disc-shaped objects, flat white in color ’ :

¢, 9 May 1952, 1230 PDST - Two unidentified objects moving with the
urrent or breaze. at & slow speed, They appeared to be a silver metal color with
dark spot in the center and at certain angles to the sun gave off a brigh"
lare, |

—al o

4, 9 May 1952, 1720 PDST - Object was of dull color like a thundercloud.
t w«as shaped like an arrowhead but had no known aerodynamic features.

e. 11 May 1952, 1220 PuST - Object looked 1ike a white paper plate
ipping end over end with an initial apeed comparable to a jet although 1at.er
t reduced its pace,

f. 13 May 1952, 1425- PDST -~ Single object, appeared round, shiny, metallic
aich glowed or reflected white or silver was observed for thirty minutes.

g 14 “B»J' 1952, 1405 to 1430 PDST
n 13 May and by same sources.

- Same deacriptidn as object sighted

h. 20 May 1952, 1425 PILST -~ A silver colored, bright, round object was
bserved for five minutes, Initially the object was stationary but eventually
oved and faded away. | A

. STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

Only balloons released from Edwards AFB can be tracked accurately over
corge AFB, consequently, for the most part they are the only balloons with
hich we are concerned., These balloons are releagsed irregularly thus account-
ng for some of the unusual times of aightings reported :l.n cagses which are
I'Obﬂbly banoou. | |
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Balloon launched from Edwards AFB at 1340 PLST,

- 20 May 1952 - Balloon roleased from Elvards AFB at 1332 FDST.

(-\' - a.' 1 May 1952 - No Conclusions.

B S '
b. 9 May 1952, 1030 PDST - Very brobable that the balloon rele ased
om Edwards AFB vas the object sighted. .

£

g. 14 May 1952 -
is highly prqbable' that the

probably ob] ect observed,

752-11949
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