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% Bright, metallic-appearing particles ?
observed by B-29 at 19000' stresiking past in
slipst.ream of plane, Streaks were visible abt |
'consiﬁorable distance approaching plane, but |
;nothinz nit surfaces of a/c. |
g
| |
| s
| |
R R B e R R R R R ——

:."""C AM 19 (R¥V 24 3" $2)

.

_

..(

n VA

0 Gfﬁuud - e 3

”

O A rsintorcendt Paaar

£

r.

-rih

L1
\-'h-\i s & &

L s RN

L]
- ey - P e e . et e Bem s B e e e R e . Ay P —

(e

ke

e SR e B RS ae B em  weea - - "T - e - -ﬁ-—----—

12

COMCOLLISIC S

Yaoa Aciown
Arasaaly Sollcan
23y Caninat

‘Yue Airzrest
BT s SMrerat?
1"' D N L; ’ Alr:f;:r

Te. b A STPODMNGLMT . L b
p - ; "'II - - i
[ l".."'l-l...u--"'*'h o S rPSviaitita s

o ) &5 b 1:' J\I:-.l"'.‘:""'{: b

—— . < i — - -

i W i -

- o

i -



"‘w
.Y

7 },
\\.:"

.
-

e

~ Charleston, :
the crew observed bri:nt, metallic-aprearing particles streaming past the Amw "
aircraft, The particles were visible from l]i observation points in the -;.,,\Mw j'

USA-MATS IR=666=52 | a./ F'_‘. ‘

Unusual Fhencmena Cbserved by Aircrew -* :
Intelligence Uivision, Hq MATS,
Fastern USA Andrews A Base, Washington 25, D. C.

15 October 1952

24 Sertember 1952 F<0
D, F. Harmerlund, Major, USA? USAF Pilot “

1. A pilot report of an unusual nature invelving phanomena obsqwed by
craw nembers of & B=29 while on a {light 2j Septemtsr. 195" south of 'Charleston,

Base, doma, New ff‘r‘c The number and home station of the alrc*aft and the nanes
and ﬁrq_anioat.im 3f the crew memosrs were not included in the report Iorwardzd to
Hq Air Weather Service and sent from that headquarters to Hg MATO,

2, The revort 1 a9 (ollows:

Date: 24 Jeptember 1952
Tine: 153K g

Location: %50 mliles due south of Charleston, West Virginia
Type of iireraft: B=29
Indicated Altitude: 19,000 feet
Altimeter Cetting: 30,26 inches (Hg)
Indicated Airspeed: 190 knots
Remarks: The aircraft was on a track of 350 degrees toward
west Virginia, When 100 miles scuth of that city members of
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plane and were observed by all crew menbers, The particles appeared to be
pencil.point in width amd va dength from a tiny flash to a streak
) -t hree-—fest 1on;

ong. 1hese flashes and streaks were visibla 3t ™3 cone-

ove
siderable distance approaching the plane and at a distance of 20 to 100

feet to the sides of the plane, Nothing was observed to hit the plane (wing
edges, windshields, props, or plane surface) but flowed smoothly past the
plane, Scanners could see the particles in the slipstream and to the rear-
of the plane, It was azreed that the streaks were in the form of a bright,
white light and no spectrum was observed at any time, There was no turbulence
and no condensation trails, The indicated free air temperature was -10,0°C,
corrected for altitude to -6.0°C. There were no clouds encountered but cirrus
sme-cliouds were visitlacin the distance, hotn o *he 2a3t nd asr, of Tliznt
24T, AL an estimatea 22,000 feet ana at laast 1O to 15 niles rom %he fliaznt
path, Tha phenomenon was coserved for a distance of 50 miles and ended approxi-
mat ‘*1 50 miles south of Charleston, Wast Virsinia, Appradmataly cne hour

' LQCE" the nlare had covered the zame path cutbound from Charlaston, West

'1““ nia, on a2 tragk of 170 degrees and the ph2nomencn was not L-ae:'*rn?f:'..




Intelligence Division, Hq
MATS, Andrews’ AF Base,
washington 25, D. C, IR-666=52

The detachment commander and detachment forecaster interviewed the
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pilot and engineer of the aircraft and also a crew member from the tail section

of the aireraft in an effort to correlate the crew's report with known weather
phencmena., However, no satisfactory explanations or conclusions were reached,

The pilot stated emphatically that the particles were not ice crystals nor were
they in any way similar to chaff dropped to disrupt radar observations,

L. The Directorate of Scientific Services, Air Veather Service, reviewed

the report and stated that AWS could offer no explanation for th2 revorted
phenomenon, It was recommendad that the matter be called to the attention of

Project Bluebook, Air Technical iIntelligence Center,

APT ROVED:

AM- L, TRAVIS
lonel, USAF

D, F.-HAMMERLUND Q
Major, USAF
Chief, Intelligence
Diviaion
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