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Odessa, Yashington ' 10 December 1952 '

I Description of Incident

Two piloia, in an F-94 made visual and radar contact with a large, round
whites object larger than any known type of airoraft. A dim reddish-white
light cane from the objoct as 1t hovered, reversed direction almost instan-

taneously and then disappearnd, The object appeared to be level with the

intercepting F-94 at 26,000 to 27,000 feet. Airborne radar and visual contact
wore simultaneous and lasted for 15 minutes. F-9L attempted to contact local

GCA tut without success. Weather was clear above 3,000 fest, Time of sight=
inz was 1915 PST. |

II. Discussion of Incident

Two additional F-94 wore in the genaral area but at lower altitudes and
thus are eliminated as possible cause for the sighting. The description of
"large, round and white and extremely large™ 1s significant: Uppsr air research
balloons aro tear-shaped and made of translucent polyethylene and at crulsing
altitude expand to as much as 90 feet in length. The equipment hanging below
the balloon 1s capable of making a return to airborne radar, Although ATIC has
received no record of upper alr research balloon tracks for this date the dese-
eription of the object allows a preliminary evaluation of "possible balloon",

III. Corclusion

Possible balloon.

On the night of Dee. 10, 1952, near another atomic in-
spotted a lgho while flying at 26,000 feet. They chorked and |
were (old that no planes were known 1o he in the mca. They > P A - "
| - 7”..-! }\-.-‘ Fk,c "\'\

a doa, reddish hight coming rom two "windows.” They lost .
vispal contact, but got a radar lock-on. They reported that

. . v . y - - N\ S
livection and drop away, Several times the plane altered course MNIXCACE
sl bocnuse collision seemad imminent. There was a solid
relraction of ground lights.

I Cach ol those mstances, as well as i the case marrated

stallation, the pilot ATAAAT OLSCIVCT - & patrotling 1.0
closed on the ohjeet and saw a Large, round white “thing” with
i y A
, kon. The V' Tife
when thoy artempted to close on it again, 1t would reverse
undcercast of dlonds, which wounld climinate the possibility of
nest. the sources of the stovies were trained atrmen with ex-

collent yeputations, “They were sincercly baflled by what they
had «ween. 7l !u:)' had o concetvable motive {or I':llsif)-‘ing or
“dressing up™ their reports. |

In the other instance, with the “white object with two win- |

dows,” we found that a skyhinok balloon had been plotted at
the cxact site of the “battle”

: /
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Sirius has lnlph(" m;nyﬂUFO reports. On December 10, 1(' '
at 7:15 .M. PS.T.) ...e pilot and radar observer of an F-g4 on rou-
tine patrol duty were over the town of Odessa, Washington, at

-about 26,000 feet when they saw a large white light in the east [1].

Dim reddish-white lights seemed to be coming from “windows,” and
no trail or exhaust was visible. The pilot attempted to intercept
but the object performed amazing feats—did a chandclle in front
of the plane, rushed away, stopped, and then made straight for the
aircraft on a collision course at incredible speed. The pilot banked
away to avoid collision, and afterward was not able to locate the
object. The radar man then got a brief return but soon lost contact.
Although the visual and radar contacts had not coincided, both
men assumed that they referred to the same object [ 2, p. 65].

Investigators suggested at first that the object might have been
one of the Telemuk balloons, but this idea had to be discarded
and the sighting was listed as Unknown. A review of the evidence
by the present authors suggests a highly probable explanation.
Above the low cloud cover at 3000 feet the night was clear and
moonless. In the east, Sirius was just rising over the horizon at the
exact bearing of the Unknown object. Atmospheric refraction would
have produced exactly the phenomenon described. The same at-
mospheric conditions that caused the mirage of the star would have
caused anomalous radar returns (see Chapter vit).
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5f~on.v COM: OBITE VI c- L_sﬁ.:m ATR FO+ B BA R i
APN 31, e/c Prstm 1tur, Senttle, Vashingten

T: Unldentified Flving Mblects (FLYPBIRDT

T0: Conmmanding Geanaral
Alakan Alr Crrmand
Blrmencdoerf Air Ferce DBasao
APt 942, TJ. 5. Alr Torce
AT™Ms ALCRID

1. Reference is rade tn [0, date~-1ime 1106452, tris
headquarters, syrbel L' P-

Z2s« The feollirwine infhsrzu1ﬁﬁ, subnittag in acenrdance
vith Adr Ferce Letier 2005, dated 29 Adrll 1952 1is nres<nted
in ernformity therewith as a summary eof the ‘“fﬂ?ma,ifn
enntained In the transerint of interresntien, atinehed heretn
as Inclesure 1.

() Obiccet sighted crnsist-d of a white liecht,
ovel in shape, 3Slze ermld ot be deterninaed, execoent thﬁ
t vas mach lereer than zny vicible star. ¢ ranred in

celer frem hhi*e to blue (Hluish-white). Mnly mne rhioct
arpearece No aern-vn?mic fenturss were ebserved, since no .
silrengtte was scon. No acenrate estimate of sne=d ~an be |
mede sineg distance of eblect was unknewns hhwever, chsarvers
falt 1t was very rmuch faster than any Jjet airerafte MNo
exrnaust or means of nre-ulsien was vi*'i“-lo.
(b) Tire of sichting vwas 11/9417“. Ne nositive
& :,c c~n he made en cduratien of eobservatien, bhut obsarvars
zztiznte the tetal clapsed time at fronm four te ten sceeonds. ;

(¢) fbservatien was visual only, frem the air,
Cw e nreaximately at

. 4
5 ke .. “e ®
(i) PCbservatien va r::.:wr]e 2t aporexirately 1467
2517, 640N, Lieht vas first seen I'P‘tii'*"at ly ha
rne nlelnck nasition ané trovel ‘Ln*’ in l@vn] flisg ' € frerm ricght
te l2ft, ﬁi“ﬂ““uﬁ“iﬂ vhen in the G o'clerel qitiru,
At tlg 19“* 1?7 AP the 1rcrnft. It = ﬂﬁ;ﬁirea tn be at
g slizhtly hi: ?" altituce, nbservers statine o ~assible
lQ_EF’fmp feet nltitﬂﬁi; heveover, sirce aclstunece ~f ebject
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frem the aireraft was not known, definite alfltude cannet

ba azcartalned. After cemnleting approximately a 1000 are

of vizinhility, the ebjoet digcarnasared abra tly y*th ne treil
AT tracae, At thae time of the ebsarvation, the alrera®t

was3 ~n a headine of anvrexinately 2807 n z:{ne"ic, and tha ebhject
rav:1led in a smthwesterly dlrectinn.

(¢) ©Ob ervers vere GENENDNNNNRC: tain, ~nd QN
O Co-.ilet of flight 10C, Alscka Alr Lines, cominz
frem Seatiles Both ara very e experienced, havinz flewn in this
territery for from six to scven _years, and are consldersd tn
be extremely reliahle. Captaln has had orier experierce
in such sishtines, havin~ becn an eobserver %tn a uch more
jatailed sichting several yaars ago ovay ElmPQUFrL Ailr Xerce
Base, Alaska which rev--ﬂivﬂf‘ much publicity =2t the tlme
Co=Piliert whe wos standing 1n the 21sle of the
f£light deck at the ti-e uiu nt se2 the mbject, but netle
the pilot's and co=pilet's heads turninz te walch the obj:

(f) Veather wa: elezr, with winds less than 10
rrots, varible, and temperature was -liT.

(¢) At ths present time, ne emndition, eith r met-
anrnlr~ical or otherwisce which might aceceunt for the sizshting
i3 knoewns however, lreal seurces sre belnzg checled for this
irnfermation and if an aff 1'"""' tdve answer 1s feund, thi:.; ine
fermation will be fervarded in a senparate, suvn-lemental report.

(h) Yo phvsical evidence 1s 2vailzble.

(1) Yo intercecrotien or identificatirn actieon was

aken rther tban a rath:r tardy attenpt at 2lectronle sur-

¢egllance, for the ressen that the initilal repert was not
race urtil seme time aftor the landinz of the alreralt.

led Lndd "‘Mer Irrzdiately aftesr the
informatien rezarding sny other air-
@ sizhtine and vas #iven a nezative
at there were threz airersaft in the
thelr avpreoaches.

FOR TEE COLVARDING GLUBRAI

Ilu‘r-l-rn-' \‘n* Jt“.

JOHN £. MEAD

1 Incl: | Capt USAF
Transerint of dintant
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cUSVLOTr  Infterrcsation of Unddentified Flyin; Objsats 11 December 15,2

Tae followiug is o trancerint of an iatermm.ation nads 1l Dacembder 1952,
ot the lTorthward iotel; military er:sonnel praecends ILb Col 7illiam Browm,
Acaiztant Chiof of Jtaffl Onara»ion.: and Trainiagy Laj Joha Aalosteon, Tling
intelligenes; iaj ialier 1£nry. 4ing eatior; perszonasl iuts: I‘Og,auﬁd

Cantain .?..P"“pilot; co=nilot, GGG i co-pilo NN
of Alas) Alr Linaa. t“o

(Pilo f jien Alr .ines was also nreseant.)
Ge thers were you uwhea this hapyzned?

A. We wore half way between Dig Delta 2nd Zielcor. (G- ~t2ndig
iz the alzls between us waen this dara thiag ¢are ecrocs from abhout one
o
cl-O-lhl

Re itow lonz wald this visivle?
A., ilots Caly or about thirase or {fur sscoudd,
wo-21lots 4 could 2o« 1Y ['or aboul ten zeconds; I tooXk ry cyes off it

W luo X 4? the pilot, tuen loo!md back 2t Lha object again ad
1% until losiag it Just over ths wing. .

c{)uj.-_. :;'3&
Ge Wihat direction w23 it goin, ia? :
me <6 wWas ,0ing in a strai;alb line, norizoatael to e horizon, touward
tie " left wnge.

Qe “hat color was this?
A. It was a blus, greenish, white.

we #@3 tThszre any Lnape %0 1l other than the 1li ht?
». lio, we could just rals out the light,

3 +nat tire did this tako place?
Ae It wa3d juct ahous 63110 or 61l5,

N ow far amy 4id it 2szear? |

A, s soulda't zay Lecau:e thare was nothlag to compare it to. The crew
Ehaﬂ saw it tie othar aisht vizht be able to zive you a betisr diceriniion
sla29 they 2aw it b2low t.2 ovarsast. '

@R iion Air Liness I sawone 2bout 2 year sl o half 2.0 up
e ‘y'r

Rsag T 1. The radio ¢alled u. and as'@dus if we had 2esn agytaln: .
Tha stations at liorhtway and Ualcna cedorted 1% fror the rouard, Thnt was
apous '31 or cleven o' clock at ni:. hte This 11 1% wo exsntly 110 2oie A
these (. uys deserlibed it. 1% naver froded Or nayihin,, JI% traveled in o
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verv horizontal path from IDrthaay tonard Galena. ,i

' e oid 3uls one 319 otacr nigab impress you in any vay as far as distanced )
' Ae Jush 'bnm it was going 1l uell. ;

R e TR

E'.t 11n't ¢ive you any feclia. of how fax 0L ,@w cloza?

- ¥ Ld LAY 1% mas aaulxt twalva thoucawl feel, but e coulda't tell "vow
i’ar it was ayvay. @ oould zeo the lizids of 4add and Zislson aad 1T w ?
bigcoer b; an auy lichd thot ve conld plek oud, it loo'%ed lie & ln '11_;‘.1-.,

Jizht « there was no beom to it.

.o

$-

“e dBs it wore intence or hri nbt:r thaa angy otax?
A, Yoz, and bigeore It peall arnzed re bacaia I o
1iko it baefors., It wns juct horizontal 2ad lazt.
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as P28 GAN Live you any Cirectlona abous rapor vin theae thinns?y

A, Thay hava nsver zald anybthlog "9 were solun: to 2all ia dut e didn't
mow Ju:t zmhat to say aad w u..;)i.:....l';‘t it »oulé cauce 2 lot of confusion.
Jhen we ot oa the prouand, thore was & reporter at Cperations. '@ 10old

hinm 2 4dida't now anythinge nea five or zix naople cev tho sane thalls,

it a3 $0 be zonetninzge 53 fast as that wvas tr‘am'? L2e 1% would bhe in

Seatile in about twentyefive 1inutes. Ve have had jet: 7o hy us and

this scamed Y0 be going four or five $tires au fast as a jet,

\J

Glilod L :aw ons at Lluendorf a coudle of y.are 270 over ‘c 3 A7 05Y

at about thrse huzdirod Jeet. wvaryonae musy nave sesan vnabt one, "-: l&u‘.:ad

liks =& “Di'-' cizar with 1ittls wiandows ia it with about [ifteen turbos ctic.dng '
gub of tue bagk O it., The oificarz up ia Lhe tover wers locidasz 2t it with
;&8&493.)

Se ot was your first indrescion of Yhig ons that you zaw vhe oL TEd o ni,_ iy
A, "2 thouzht it mi k% be a riszile, bui th-re ware no tracim behiand 1%

<o Ebw long navs you bean ilyi...,_:. w) here?
se o2 have all bosa flyin age2 aocut renT
1e73r ceen aaytaing 41l .;.*:3 '1:‘11:1 vafore ot or than what we have nentlionad,
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(, - (uNcLAssIFIED

ATIC DOCUMENT 103473 is a report of unidentified vapor trail observed by 3
officers at the Narsarssuak Air Base in Greenland at 1607Z on 12 Dec 52.

The report goes on to evaluate the vapor trails as being possibly those from
‘a hostile aircraft on a reconnaissance mission. States that this is the

sacond time reported unidentified vapor trails have been obsarved in a three-
day period over Greenland,

UNCLASSIFIED
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AFOIN-2A2 Col Smith/fh/T4OT2
writn 12 Dec 52
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PRC3LIM: To obtain additional information on the reporting of contrail
sizhtings in Greenland 1O and 12 December 1952.

FACTS AND DISCUSSION:

2. TReceived message AFIN 27501 which was garbled, /i'IN 27525 dtd
10 Dec 52 was corrected ccpy. These were followed by AFIN 27571 confirming
cable (from Sonderstrom AFB Greenlandl

3. Received AFIN 28916 dated 12 Deec SZ(from Narserssuak AB Greenland).

L., Cables received 10 Dec indicated contrails headirg of 360°
which would not indicate hostile alreraft proceeding towerds the U.S.

5. Cable received 12 Dec contalned insufficient information to

meks a flash evaluation. Iavestigation Z233% no SAC, MATS or

Canadian aircraft could have been involved 1 the date time group stated

in this cable are correct. llavy 1s continuing to inveastigate 1if it could
have been cone of thelr airecraft.

6. The Coomau.d Post obtained information that three F-86s landed
at Narsarssuak at 1450 Zulu, 12 Deec on a classified mission. There 1s
g possibility that these aircrait could have been responsible for the
reported contrails due to a d.sercpancy in the reported tinme.

T A check with the weather service al Andrews AlrB revealed that
vetween 1200 and 13CC Zulu, 12 Dec, the visibility was 15 miles and the
ceiling varied from 5 to 6 thousand feet with 10/10ths strato cumulus.
While it is posaible that contrails could have been seen below the overe
cagt by these ground observesy i1t 1s certaln that the aireraft could not
have been more thaa 15 miles away and possibly much closer. Further

infcrmation concerning the contralls 13 so vague that it 1s questionable
if contrails could have been observed.

3. The provisions of paragraph 203 of JANAP 146 B were only
partially complied with in Cable 27571 from Sonderstrom AFB.

2. While tle repcrt from lNersarssuak does not fall into a Cr,2uwtS
catazory since it was not observed from the air. The information
required in the case of C/#° v/y messages should have been reported.

12. Coble 289156 from Harsarssuak indicates that the cable was
nresased for dispatch at 1100 Zulu reporting an incident that occured.
- at 1507 Zulu of the same date. It was dispatched from Creenland
1617 Zulu and received here at 1309 Zulu, The discrepancy of time and
preparation and time of sizhting indicateas either a garble or typographical

errcr either in time or date. The fact that both shg,t}t}.ng;qcc,qn;e,dbwithin
_ . NG LoD IR

o o —
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seven minutes of the same time of day at approximately the came place
could have been a possibllity that thesse may have been the same sighting.
All wessages vere sent under flagh priority which is the highest
nricrity and will put them through any circuit immediately. JANAP 1403
provides for sending such information in the clear with an emergency
pricrity. As a result of this improper use of flash priority considerable
anxity was caused in Jeadquarters, USAF.

ACTION:

1l. CG ADC was advised bypriority cable that no further ianformation
was avallable in this Headquarters.

12. Attached nessage was prepared for dispateh to CC NEAC regquesting
addittional informatinn.

CCORDINATION:

AFOIN-2A2 - Colonel Weldon H. Smith
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