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Soathern Japan

1) December 1952

I« Description of Inzident

Froa 03552 to OLICZ an object was observed from an AFB in Southern Japan. .
Object appearad very sinilar to an evening star, was first yellow in color, but

then inter—ittently turned orange. It was located low on the horizon at a 200°
azimuth frca the point of observation and appeared to be sinking slowly to the

south. lowever, when 4t finally disappeared below the horizon, it again assumed
the 200° bearing. '

Weather in the locality was excellent. Radar attempted to pick the object
tp, bul with no success. |

II. Discucsion of Inc!.derit

Several factors 1irn this sighting are significant. Primarily, the object was
described by the observers themselves as "starlike". Secondly, the initial obser-

vation as well as the final observation placed the unknown at a 200° azimuth. This
indicates that the objzct probably was a star setting in a straight downward line

in the SW. The changirzg color is a well-known phenomena caused by seeing at great
distances.

i1i. Conclusion

Probably astrononical. | . )
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STARLIKE OBJECT WAS SIGHTED ¥FM DET 21 TSUTSU KAKI, GOOREF RPT GOORLEF
COCRD CM WJKE 1296CM OF SOUTHERN AREA AND AT 1! ,33551, FOR PERIOD OF
15 MINUTES. SIZE OF OBJECT COMPARLD WITH THAT OF AN EVENING STAR,
YELLOW IN COLOR INTERMITTENTLY TURNING ORANGE. FIRST OBSRVD 5 MILES
FROM DET 211 AZIMUTH OF 239 DEGREES AT ALT OF 32032 FEETe OBSERVERS
ESTD SPEED TO BE 3092 KNOTS. OBJECT MOVED IN GENERAL DIR OF SOUTH,
VARYING FROM 7 TO 12 DEGREES VERTICALLY AND HORIZONTALLYe. SIGHTING
WAS VISUAL. NO RADAR CONTACT WAS MADE., OBJECT DISAPPEARED BELOW
HOIZON ON HEADING OF 209 DEGREES AT UIEQIZI. WLATHER IN LOCALITY WAS
VFR ¥FCR PERIOD OF SIGHTINGe FOLLOW-UP
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REFERENCES ((oniral number cirective, prerious report, eic., as applicabie) IR-2- 3rd AD dtd 30 Oct 5., & IR-3-'52 I'd AD
AL 200-5, 29 April 1952  ata 20 0ot 53, 0¥ 30 Oet 52 & B3-52, 43nd

SUMMARY: (Ender concise ru amary of reporl.  Gire significonee in final one-aendence paragraph. - L ""‘ﬂﬂm at lower left.  Begin test of report on AF Form 112--Part 1)

star liks object, visually sighted from TsuTsu Saki (WJKE 1006) on

Information contained in this report concerns an unidentified )\
14 Daceaber 1952 at ‘03501,
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D/I FEAF COMMENT:

Rafarence IR-6=52, 527th AC & W Cp, dtd 3 Nov 52, This sizhting is similar
and possible sxplanations are as follows:

a, cezarchlishts from surface vess~ls in the Tsushima Stralts or from the
islands off the 2ast coast of Kyushu,

t., Ea2Tracted images of stars a¢ sean through the surface he:z/?gé smoke .

~ GEORGE D, HASTINGS %
Colonel, NISAF

Director of Intellipgonce Requiremants
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STATENENT
At approximately 03501 on the morning of 14 December 1952 I waa asked by

A/2C Pantek to observe an area to the SW of our station at about 10 miles on an

approximate heading of 200 degreea, I was told that he had made a visual sight-

inz on an unusudl airdborne object., All that was visible on the radar scope was

two (2) locally harbored fishing boats, These craft wore observed by this oparator

heading for the positions that they were at, at a speed of approximately 10 knots.,

I was further told that this objsct was changing position very rapidly. It was not

obsarved on the radar by this opsrator. . l
At approxizately 03541 I mada a visual sighting and observed the same object, }

It was yellow in color and very bright, Its movement was very erratic, It moved :

first vertically and then horizentally sesmingly returning to its original position ‘

each time, After observing this, 1 was forced to disreysrd oy first opinion that j

it waas a star, I had nsver seen a colesticl body move in the previcusly dasseribed i

nrannsr,

While I was makinz my observation A/2C Pentek called this information into
Hannah controller,

A/3C 511is ocur radar maintensncs man on duty also observad this objact,

At approximately CL1OI further observation by this operator showed thas object
to be froa about twenty (20) to twenty-five (25) miles to the S of our station,
Its coloration had now beccme a dull orange,

During all of this time the altitude of this object varled {rom mecium to

THZODORS YN, BOWARDS JR, A
A/2C., USAF

On tae day of 14 Dscember 1352 batween ths tixne 03561 and 04151 I saw the ball
of liznt, wnich was very orijnt, vary ing la color from orangs Lo yellow, which
could have Heen taken as Leing a star, except it had very erratic movement, when
I firss saw i3, it was about twenty (20) or twenty-five (25) miles with a heading
of about ILC Jegrees, away freca our station. It was moving ug and down, and then
from side %o 3icde with seeaingly high speed, There was a beam of light, such sa
that of a 3rpet light, ccaing from it and striking the water, The objact, light or
whatever it was, was only in visw, for a few ;aoments and then thsre wis nothing.
it disappeared very abruptly bayond the horjizon.
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ROLLIN XN, ZLLIS JR, AF14393829 ~
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Cn the morming of 14 Decembar 1952 at 03501 I openad ona of thes windows of
operations to gel a breath of fresh air., It was at this tiaze that I noticed a
brilliantly y2llow, glowing object hooverlng in the sky about 10 miles SW of where
1 facad, at approxlaately 200 degrees, and I estimate between 2 and 3 thousand fa2b,
It appear=c %o be round, but die to its Lrightnsss it was hird to ve sure, There
was no noise or trall {rom this cobject and at first I thouzhi it to be a star, until
it began Lo move in a very erratie manmner. ¥First from right to left, and then up
and down, varying &s much 88 7 to 1O degrees, all the tine moving away from this
station, I notified the score op2rater, (A/2C Edvards), and he re_srted nothing on
the radar scopo in this area, He also took & visual on Lhu chj2ct and confirmed ny

v oo o

sizhting. ’

o g T “'"l_-.‘-u-..

At C3L3I I notified Hannah controller and passed this information on to him, '
while this was b2ing done, our maintenance man, A/3C Zllis, also took a sighting
and pointed out that this odject was casting a beam, similiar to a stage spot lite, |
on tha water balow, I hadn't noticed this bafore as I vas so intent on watching }
the object itself. As we watched the cobject, it nmoved a&way on & heading of approx- |
inately 200 depgrees at an estimete speed of 300 knots, rising in altituds to approx-
imately 20,000 feet end changing to a dull orange color as 1t neared the horizon,

At OL15T almost due sculh of this station, Uihis ob
and was lost to our view,

2¢t movad below the horizon

t_-"

FREDRIC B

ZDRIC B. PENTRK, AFLOLLALH2
A/2C,, USAF
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