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6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION SRS PAAU%  BPRAL IO
&/C over oznta Ana av t

plr=Yisunl particular type a/c was
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3. PHOTOS
00 Yes
71 No
9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
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gerved the object vhilae flying on a heading of S5 309 Jeg. The onjocts apleared :

Zormation of lighats anmraaching the :1/(: from a 'S d0irectica, 7he liznts cynoroachred (iaa

a/: wlth such & »2pid rate of clogure that the ""/ C :*:J?max.'.der-r.';“‘"t:f,.::f'l a tuwrn to ¢l

suddanly the llzhts and appearsd to n2ld tha game DOsitlon omentarlily ohd taen ade a
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8lighat rlse ond digappeared. Tha lichts appgesred In o pliphtly Lonl V Toraatlon ond vere ’t
blue in color. During the Interval In walch they were ouserved, the JIigats chanzed |
- |
frcma 2 banked to a level position, stopped nnd Lanked awy lansdlately toelore disap-

pearing. o sound was hesrd, The time of the sighting was 1527 PIT? with the ligats “

rw.a;!.:ning in view for apnroximately 5 raconds thereaftear, The afe in viich they wvere
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‘1;!.113 was on a heading of 320 dez ond vas over Canta ina, C2liformia. he gbjects
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ware obgerved at 230 o'clock or I'2 of the / Ce These objacts appeared U0 Te on a
nlane

m with the a/c vhich wma flving ot 15,500%, The speed of the objects or their
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tine o’ﬁ' s né wvere clear sky, the radar winds for the poslticn were 227 cdeg-at |, |
12 Imota, The a/c cormander \mon firat sicghting initlated a lefL Tion In an ¢ :"‘...“.13 G L0 l
sat out of the line of fllgh% of the objects. As both “
haracteristics of the B-29 coclmit, these weroe choclzed o luswre taa Ligats ware notb *
a gromd refloetion within the ecoc'mis, ‘There vere no other ofs sboerved 1n the L ‘i
clate vicinlty end none were orted by Alr Traffic Controd and ilitaery Flisght \"
oarvice, : \\
ATIC Comments Two KC=97 fiv e nfe avep-fania-fna-ss.Sleaan? sloasleg-sad-g ated thia-- \
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2236 Jormation lights and the object was da2flnitely that a/c.
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Castla AN Base, California b &

e azaeriotion off UDJscit 1w 00 vars, Alreraft GConrrandor ond pll nf a =2

i o N4 AR
\ir dafueling alrcralt, irst obsarvad the odbiagts walils 'lyinz on a head 1 1 of $30
*_i.v;"r:.:-'-_-,s. i3 u'.u;j ets appaared as a Cormation ol lights agorocacninyg Tha alpyernit Irom
1 northsastorly diroctien, Pt li;"'?'l'xl.l aysrnaghoad the aircraft waith such o ramsid rass
| De :

of closurs 'L'”i tha airerelt conmandor started a tura to tho loft; suddenly the 1lizats
atoused and npanarsd to hold tha samae positiicn momentarlly and Thon mads o lizht rise
nd disappaared, Tha lights eppoared in a sligatly bent Y formation : r2 Dlug in
enlor. ourins tha interval in which thay vare odbsorved tha lights ohonad rom 9 bunk
to a loval positiom, stoppod, and banked apay lmmadly aly bolore Clsas,oaring. |
sound was neard,.

e A1mat izhtiag be2ran at abaut 1YHeY . iy Wwith tha li:nts ramaining in vioew

b2 1ok : . .
:";‘:' ;_JT”*::L HC-‘_D]N';' j,‘i"f"? (5) 38 Redindg 13 1 ITS8L CoF ¢

e ranmay af Qbsarvation bsarvation sas nads visually Trom ths ecngliait of' an

st —p— i S ’ "
irharna 5«29 tysa aireraft; no optieal or alactroanlce oquipment was utilized, Initial
absantion was drawn by sicht only a3 these obj2cts nppaurently wapre silant, Tha fir.
_ - .
raft Commandar and co-pilnt smrs the only crow monmbars o Viaw “ha oOb 2003,

A. Location: Theo obsarvers wars airborna at thae ti=g of the sishitinze 1ha "
craflt ia waich thaoy ware flyinz was on a heading ol 430 dogreas and vas o " e nta Ana,
California (aasrox. 3345610=11752ii), The objscts ware obsarved at 2:30 o'clock or northe

'L |
oast of thae aireraft. Th23o objoots appoared o bo on « plana with The sircrnft, whic?
wad Llying at an altitude of 16,500 foet. Tha gpead of tho objereots or thoir fiﬂf'“ﬂw
f‘rorl the obzervers couid not be ascorininad, e g
- o . ? )
i amd 2 .y
o 3 £ 3T
Ve LLI3IATrVErs: e
hdid L BL (B2
a. ls%s Lt, JOUGELL D. ERAVDT, ULSAF, Alreraflt vomandar (1274C) assi rnad $o o
sombat crow of the 973 Alr Ralueling viuadran, 934 Bombard-=ont »ing (¥), Castla Air

v /s
- T &N =g . . e D - ‘ . » b "‘I'l"’ - . :i nt ok " 1 ;e 5w @ - L) e she
Farcs Lase, Califormia. :9 has basn on flylag status throe und ond hall yuara; furtaer,

he has not previously obssrvad unideatified ob Jacts.

b lst L. CUHARLLS C., LOVELEGS, UJAF, c:)-_:.i.'l:;t (1201%) on tha gane conhas
orow A8 Mh. Srandt. Lt. Lovaless haa bYoon op flying status lfor Lwo and ons nall yoars
and ks bysn asszimad ta tha Did alr Rafuzlinz Squadreon, %0d Jonmbardmsnt ing (%),

ip Fores ."a:.a, California, for thres mcntha, I rojgorts that this is tha {irst

..-'J:.‘]’le-') J-a-i'
- . ', 1 - s
3 he baad sishtad flyinz odjsots,
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Ge Traathayr Sonditionas Claar s

d3-raesg at Lwalve notil,

4 1neetha radar winds ffor the soasition vware 227

T ialatxd Activitiasg op Conditinng: onoe cotarninad,

9, Irmadiate Intarecsstion or ldontification Action: The Lireraft vomrmandar upon
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tha obj2cta. As both pllots wars [an il' r with the reflaction charactariatios of Ths
-9 coskoalt, thesa ware chacksd To ins the lizhtas wers not a rround rellsctlon withe
‘:: oo ..'f'"!')i “na lLos Angalas, um.ii‘::* nir*:. CAh radio vns callod and Informed as To
*40nt10n, and altitude of tha objacts,
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WwNCLASSIFLEL

At 1927 (Faciflc Standard Time), 9 January 1953 over the cib

oL
Santa Ana, Callfornila, on a headinz of 330° ny co=pllot, iLt. Charlses C.
loveless, callaed ny attantlon to & formadtlon of llh%a ansroaching tha
alroraft from a posiltlon of C2:30 O'alock levele Tho 1lizhts approachsd

at 2 very rapld rate of cloaure and 1 lmaedlataly offocbted & bLurn to the

leftie The lizghts sclopped 2nd appeared o nold ths same vosliilon Lomene

varlily and then nads a siizht rlse and dlgsappsarsd. Tha total tine of
slZatlng wasa aporoxlimately D ssgonda. I laomsdlataely called [o08 Angalea
radlo and Iaformed them of Uine, 2ltitude and vositloan of Lhe 2DjsoLs.
fhe weather was clear in the viclnlity al the tlus of the slgating. As
both pllots were famillar with the raflectlon characteristicas of the

=29 cocknli, Lhese wsare cnscked 1o Insure 1t was not a ground refloce

tion within the cockolt. Mere wvas no alreralt in {he fnmaedlate vigl-

an S———

- S——

__‘,'

e g “-'“'“-“-' m-i-‘#‘

nity and none was reported by Alr Trafflc Control and [illlbtary Flizght
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wervica. The lighta sasmed 1o anpsar iln a sllzghtly bent V formatlion
and were blua 1in color. The [ormualtlon appeared L0 changs Irom a bDanXk
to a lovel posltlon then stopned and Canked away Just belore disappear-
inze The radar winds for ths pogsltion wers 2279/12 inots. Iy co=plloh
and myself ware tha only msmhars of the crew to vliew the lighta, “Ur
altituda was 16,500 [oat.
i further state that T am an Alreralt Conmander (12340) 2sslgnad
to a combat craw of the 934 Alr Kefuslingzg Sguadron, 934 2omb wing (1),
Castle APB, Callfornia. I have besn on flyling status 3% years. I ene-

close a Jdrawling o7 the aspearancse o0 Lhe objlscha.
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I have concurrved with L, andd in the pregarabion of Iils
subhonent din commection wish sighting Ulying objocts (lLisnes) on

¢ donuary 1953, over Santa Ana, Colifornla. . A3 o rosudb of this
concwrring I foel lia ropord 19 complobe snd aceurate snd I can

Gharatore adl nobhing to that rouerd
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The new sightings looked 1m-
portant..The first report was dat-
ed January 9, 1953, Farly that eve-
ning, a B-29 bomber, with Capt.
George Madden at the controls,
was flying over California on a
routine mission, Lt. Frank Briggs,
the co-pilot, had the right-hand * |
seat. (As 1in all these oflicial cases,
witnesses’ names have been
changed.)

It was a clear night. They could !
see Santa Ana, some 16,000 feet

- below. Except for the B-29, the
sky seemed to be emptly. Caplain
Madden was checking his instru-
ments when a flash of blue sud-
denly caught Briggs' eve. He stared -
out to the right., Coming toward |
them, at fantastic speed, was a V= -+
formation of blue-lighted objects. :

Briggs gave a shout of warning.
~Madden took one look, hurriedlyJ
swerved to the left. For a split?

-second, the strange craft seemed 1
to hold their speed. Then they”
abruptly slowed down, the V-for-
mation twisting as if a few of the
machines had overshot. Banking |
away, they slanted upward and .
vanished.
' Though Madden knew of no |
supersonic test plane that could
make such speed, he cut In hisl
mike and cailed air-traffic control.
The answer came back: Noexperi-
mental alrcraft—no planes ol any
kind — were known to be in the ..
area.

“.-*u---'l.....-.l-l .

il




PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD
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0 Jan 1953 Santa Ana, California AF Pilot

-~ fI ) - lER OF OBJEC J ® SI’IAP » COLOR
1) Local B/1927rsT
£:_' -y v 077 one ]j.ff.;ht blue
/Oe UL ‘ 9 ALLIITUDE, 10, ANGULAR VEBLOCITY |11. PHOTOS ,
| O  per second E‘Ies BNO _
12. TYPE OF 3. LENGTH OF TIM . MANBUVEAS
O3SERVATION OBSERVED
air visual 5 seconds

. CC USIC

JMMeENT
Was aircraft - KC=27

nmerous blue lizhts appeared to close on
obpserving aircraft. Another pilot confirmgd
“he observation bv reporting two XKC=97 '
aircraft over Santa Ana at the time of
s3ighting and stated that this particular
tvoe airecraft was equipped with a considejy-
abls number of blue formation lizhtse.
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