I. DATE - TIME GROUP
\

16 Feb 52
3. SOURCE

2920Y7

NUMBER OF OBJECTS
One

LENGTH OF OBSERVYATION

TYPE OF OBSERVATION

~und=Visual

PHOTOS

O Yes

FTD sep 63 0-329 (TDE)
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2. LOCATION

,naim'?-r Ala ®
10. CONCLUSION .

Object presemt s characteristics of balloon sizhtinz.
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1. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS
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ietallic object appearinz to be round a2t one angle amd havin
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swept back wings frem ancther angle, travaled 2t high rate of
1 . . 2 2 o T & anded s o | G . .
Speed. laneuvers congisted or climbirg, diving, executins
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right axd left angle tums, and reversing its course, B=L7
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a/c was Deli); o0served wien ocJject appeared, « rawlnsonde
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balloon releasad at L5002
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SOURCE

Edwsrd R. Swartz, 1/1t, USAP, Wg Inte_sllh_ offl. ¥r GERPRN::
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SUMMARY: (Ender concise summary of report, Qive :muﬁcm n ﬂnd o%e sendence puuuph IJJ inclosures o umr hﬂ Begin m"' of nport an 4 F Fo":. Ht 1 rm !I) e

At 1630 hours (local time), 16 March 1953, MroJSNNEAR ard iir '
m watching an AF B-47 when their attention was drawn to a noisless, metallie ob-
Jeect executing rensuvers st an altitude about two-thirds the altitude of the B-47.
Thess mancuvers were being performed in and saround a few scattered clouds. The specd
of the object was estimated as sbout 3 times that of the B-47. (Acheck with the Max-
well fieather Station revesled that at the time of the eizhting there were scattiered
clouds at 20,000 feot. A further check with the Maxwell Eadic Range revealed that an
AF B-47 #8355 from MeDill AFB, Florida was in the area at 35,000 feet with 2 speed of
425 knots.) Mr states thet could not give an accurate description of the cbject
but it appeared to be about the sizZe of an F-80., DBoth observers state that at tinmes
tha object appeared to be round, then again, when viewed from ancther angle, it look-
ed 1ike it had delta or swept-bask wings. As the B-47 passed overhead it left distinc
‘vapor trails, but the object chserved left no vapor trails and showed no signs of pro-
| ons This object perforsed mansuvers that are et knose—-sonventional
Faft to perform. Both obsorvers agreed that the object seemed to maintain a con-

- speed through such maneuvers. They described the cbject as ¢limbing, diving,

executing right and left angle twrns and reversing its cowrse without turuing at an
ul;h ar in a circle.

‘Subject sightings were made by the naked eye. The observers were located on the
y pm at Raimer, Alabama {34 03'30"N, 86°13'30"W). Observers state that they were
about 13 miles south ef the oebject and viewed the object from a 45° angle. . This eb-

Jeot departed the area en a 350° course at approximately 1650 hours. The total time
Ot d;hting was amn:imtcl; 20 minutes, gl "

J'

m weather rlport aioft for this area at the time of the above-mentioned sightin

"4'1 -follows: broken ceiling, seattered clouds at 20,000 feet, winds 27c?at. least 80|
..?; dmp 15.5 untd.-adc, visibility unlimited.

_; 5‘3{"’"  office has no further sonfirmstion of subject sighting. A dhedic AN MeD41d
AR malod ne reports oy pilots on subject sighting. Both observers are untrained
bservers or lpot.toxfa and have never witnessed such sighting befors,
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amier, Alabaza 5 A "~ 16 February 1953
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*I. Description of Incident y

Two civilian men at this locatioz sighted an unidentified cbject 28 1630
EST while watching the flight of a B-.7 aircraft cross their field of vision.
A metallic looking object appearing round at one instant and flat the next was
seen at an altitude of about two-thiris that of the B~L7 whiech ATIC learned was
at 35,000 ft. Its maneuvers consisteZ of climbing, diving, and sharp angle turns
to the left and right in and around a few scattered clouds and it appeared to be
faster than the B-47. Total time of sighting was for 20 minutes.
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JI. Discussion of Incident

Although the lHaxwell Radio Range Station reported no known aircraft other
than the B-L47 in the area ATIC feels ithat, on the basis of the description sub-
mitted by the two relatively inexperienced observers, they probably sighted a
fighter type aircraft, possibly an F-{5, maneuvering in the air space below the
B=47. To support this conclusion is the fact that the clouds mentioned in the
original report around which the object was sighted, were determined to be at
20,000 ft. At this altitude a fighter aircraft would be hard to distinguish.
The observers did state, however, that the object appeared to have swept-back
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\ alle Conclusion

Possidbly aircraft.
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