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1. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS
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2 August 1953 NCLASSIF IED Rapid City, South Dakota

Description

Since this sighting was a combined air-visual, ground-visual, air-
radar, and ground-radar report, it was decided that Project Blue Book
would send an investigator to the scene. The controller on duty at
the time of the incident was interviewed. His account of the incident
was almost ldentical to that given in the initial TWX. He was on duly
at 2005 M5T when a COC post observer called in an unidentified flying
object sighted northeast of her post at Blackhawk, South Dakota. (Note:
Sunset 1920 M3T - Twilight 33 minutes.) She revorted throush the Ranid
City Filter Center., 05he reported that the object was gstnbtionary, then
moved south toward Rnpid City. When the econtrollier got the report that ‘
the ob ject or light was headed toward Rapid City, he sent 3 airmen from |
the radar site to look for 1t visually. They reported a light moving
from penerally north to somth at a hign rate of speed, At thig time
the controller obs PI“‘4 < blips goingz south on the scope. He could not
get & distinct track vocause of ground clutter in the area. In a {ew
minutes the GOC pnst in Hilackhawk called in that the light was back in
nearly its original pusition. An airborne F-Ob was vectored into the

area and after a seasrch mnle visual contact. The F-O4 was vectored

into the blip that wvrs repalning stationary at avout 15 miles northﬂas*
of Blackhawk. The ¢ utroller said that he believed the F-84 pillot saw
the target that was (u e scope. Shortly after the visual gighting by

the pilot, the targ:! sturted to move on a heading of about 320 degrees

magnetic., Four good '1ips were ocbtained. Photos of this track were
taken but the camera maltunctioned and the phetos were no pood., The

lazt blip occurred ='. 70 miles and at that point the aircraft was re-
turned to the base. '@ (OO ohserver reported seeing the aircraft and
the object, and bot: « i'¢ moving. The cbject secemed to be out-distancing

the F-34. As soon a3 tie #-8% landed, ancther F-84 took off for CAP.
Just about that time, iLi2e Blackhawik GUOC post called the third time stat-
ing that the object uas back again. Nothing was on the scope (there
was possibly a target in the ground clutter), so the F-84 was vectored
in on the visual report. The pilot soon got a visual and started an
intercept. About that “ime, the controller picked up both en unznown
target and the F-84. Doth were on a heading of about 360 degrees
magnetic., The blip seemed to stay about 5-10 miles ahead of the F-8i.
The chase continued until the aircraft was about 80 miles out, then the
intercept was broken off. The target continued off the scope. AL this
time the Bismarck Filter Center was zlerted to look for unident.fied
flving objects. When the pilot got back over the base, he saw another

e nls was not 7 rKea uD Ol LIe 3SCO0Pe, oug the coatr G

a return on the ueiu‘: flnde: equipment in the general direction of tae

light, it was 0000 feet, At 0023 MST, Bismarck began to call in reportis.
The pilot who was on the {irst CAD? was interviewed next stated

that he had been making passes at a B-30 north of Rapid City when GCI

called and saild they ncd a target west of Hapid City., He searched for

“.' —_—
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about 20 minutes wes. ard south of Rapid City but saw nothing. He re-
turned to base and was avout to land when he observed a light northwest
of the base. He started out on & heading of 350 degrees megnetic, the
object was high (30 deg - 45 deg) at 11 o'clock from him. He checked
the possibility of a reflection and determined that this was not the
cause., He continucd his course keeping the object at 1l o'clock for a
better view. After about 30 seconds, it disappeared then reappeared
for another 30 seconds at the end of which it abruptly faded and was
not seen again, The obJect was silver in color and varied in intensity.
It apneared to “pull awvay" because it got smaller. The comment as to
size was that it was "brighter than the brightest star I've ever seen'.

The pilot who flew the second CAP was interviewed next. He stated
that he took of'f and started to climb when GCI told him that GOC had a
light. e was north of Ellsworth AFB on a heading of 360 degrees mag-
netic when he saw a light 30-40 degrees to his right and level. e
thought it was a star or planet but as he looked away it appeared to
"jump" 15-20 deprees in elevation. (Note: Due to the speed of the air-
craft and the Facl thiat the pilot was inteat on identifying the oblect,
he was not exact!ly «ure of his positions., All positions are subject to
some error.) The lLight seemed to be parallelling his course. The [irst
thing the pilot did wns to check for reflectlons in the cockpit (i.e.,

i:) canopy, gunsight hoead, ete.). He was sure the light was no reflection in
“ the aircraft. 'Tu: !ight, which the pilot estimated to be considerably
brighter than a st . changed intensity and changed in color from white
s to green. When ' object was first sighted, the aircraft was at 15,000

feet. The pllot siurted to climb and the light appeared to c¢limo faster.
This was because *he angle of elevation increased, He climbed to 26,000
feet. All this ('we both the radar blip of voth the object and the alr-
craft were belne crnuried and the pilot was talking to the controller on
UlFe As the pi ot twned into the light on his initlal sighting, he
turned on his raw- gmsight., As he swung onto the target, the warning
lizht came on. !io .ange was obtained since the sight starts to messure
at about 4,000 yards. All this might indicate was that something was
beyond 4,000 yards. The light remained on until the chase was broken off.
Alter thechase, on the way home, the light blinked on and off several
times indicating a rossible malfunction. The sight was not checked uy
raintenunce on retvurn and had not been checked since.

The F-84 chased the light for about five minutes, or to about &GO
niles nerth of the base, The light appeared to make slow changes in
color and intensity. The pilot stated that the light definitely moved
in relation to the stars. After the intercept was broken off, the air-
craft returned toward base.
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changed from red to white, He was on a heading of 150 deprees magnetie
at 12-14,000 feet and the light was 10 degrees low to the right. He
thought it was a car going around curves in the hills bul changed his
mind when the red and white lights were of equal intensity. This target
was in the ground clutter of the radar but something at 8000 feet was
icked un on the heizht finder radar. T™e light slowly went out t£hoen
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came back in, It seewr2d Lo be west moving since the aircralft wan ltepd

on a constant heading n2nd the angle of azimuth and clevation incronosed,
The light was first obtserved for 30 seconds, it laded, reappearcd, Thed :

faded apain after 30 seconds.,

As the pilot came around the west side of the air base and up the
east side, he saw another light and turned into it to take gun camera

photos. (The photos were no good).

Discussion

A visit was made to the Weather Bureau station at the Rapid Clty
Municipal Adrport to check weather and balloon launches (Note: The air
base launches no balloons), The observer on duty looked up the balloon
track for the balloon launched at 2000 MST on 5 August 1953 ond it went

south from the Murnicipal Alrport. This puts it out of the arca ol ihc
Data on inversions was not available as it had been forwarded

sighting.
to Asheville, North “arolina. (Note: The balloon tracks nnd weather
for 2000 M3T cn 5 Avwusl haas been requested from Asheville.)
No attempt was nnte Lo contact Lthe GOC observers at Blackhawk., They
had been interrogated t v Lase personnel and were "all excited”. It was
believed that an inv:¢'i,1tor talking to them would cnly further excite AT (:)
them needlessly. Al! 1o i htings at Bismarck are doubtful, The ACZW
Station called the i 1 <k Filter Center and told them to "look for
flying saucers”, a pvri cL set up to see every star move around. .
The upper air rescsrch balloon tracks at Lowry were checked. Two
balloons were lost n~ i conld have been in the aree at the time of the "
sighting.

A few comments 2. .2 gources can be made:

Controller left tli= impression that he was trying to prove the exls
tence of' an unidentiriod [lying object., It is very unfortunale that no
scope photos were avallable to collaborate his story. He saw targets on
the scope, there is no deubt about it, but whether they acted exactliy s

he stated 1s unknown.

The two airmen that went outside to observe the object that was

peing carried on radar and reported by the GCOC were not sure cof what
they saw, at least this is the impression they left. They were told to

g0 out and look for a light so they saw one. Their description rits
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An account of the investigation by Capte Chas. Hardin, USAI, and
Je Ae Hymek, of the raported visuwal/radar sizhtings of Unidentified Objests

at Bismarck, H. paka.a and Black Hawk, Se. Dakota, on 5/5 August 1953.

/e arrivad in Bismarck at about 1900C, 12 January 1954, where Szgt.
Wesley larry of the Bismarck Filter Center met us. Within 20 minutes
we were at the Filter Center and had been offered a cup of coffee. "ie first
examined the original logs of the incident, and Sgte Harry pointed cut that
the Filter Center was first alerted at 0515Z 5 August 1953, that an obje2ct
was about 70 miles south of Dickinson, N A Nalkotae Ap IOS23.?. ancther call

came in stating that an object was 15 miles north of lapid City. At C5307Z

a call came in that an objeect was just southlal AlioAat's At 05422, or 23u2C,
N

3gt. Harry i .h'2d an object from tha Pilter benfﬂr rﬁo..\*ne nad gone out
A7 e .
on the roof Lo look toward the SW a/jme if he could s=2e anything of the
/ 7 7
repor‘ted Obj,:t“ra *-\ N : /"’,
Res Fig. # 1. _ bgt. Harry"é description of the object has been
g %

treated many "iues in the rnb rts ma so‘l_’ as ved nim primarily abomt motionse

\

Fortunately ¢ a0 D me, 1ineq '1331'/!:}1( an so as soon 313 the object appeared he

checked his rosi<iom on' m, \r:‘?&urkmg points around his shoes. The
~, e el
motion of tho :objact was dasc d as indicated on photos # 1 and 2. FHa2 stated

A

that this t'-prsunt.a thr mean motion of the objsct, but that in between it

moved emtically up a,m;’ down as much as one or two times the distance tetween

‘\.‘ \\——'//

the horizontal tetevhone wires. He insisted the motion was abrupt. Aprrarently

it came in rather rapidly, but when it got west of the Filter Center it hovered,

moving up and aown.
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having difficulty. He took a realistic approach and had done scme logi-
cal reasoning. He wos worried about the fact that the light moved

reiative to the stars.,

By eliminating doubtful sightings, the only thing that can be rea-
sonably assured is that a GOC post observed a light. This could be a
balloon or star. Radar picked up something in the general area of the
GOC post and vectored an aircraft toward it. The pilot saw & light and
chased it. He got a radar lock on it, but this could have been a mal-
function. The star Capella is possibly visible low on the horizon to
the north and the pilot could have seen this. Pending further study,
thls incident 1ls carried as Unsolved.

Concliusion

Ungsoclved.
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Object # 2, at ‘he time of the passage‘of the G=12L;, is indicated
on Fige 3 and 6. i1, ‘ states that the object was almost due north
and had an elewvation about equal to that of the "guardians of the pole,"
which would place it about 30° up. We. visited the control tower several
tines, once at ni:ht with the sky clear, and had ample chance to checlk
rositions and comparisons with starse. - has had much orportunity
to observe stars f{rom the control tower, and it arnears inconceivable to
me that a man with L) years e perience could have migtaken stars for these
objectse Furthermorce, T.ir.- evamined the objects with binosulars and
pointed out th.t ttonih they resembled stars 2lr :*iob.on and their coler
changes weare sact -3 to rule out this pO%ibility-.‘ ;t Qny ::‘a.te, il one
adopts the angi:- 1t altitudes of o}y‘?c’i' ?, one finds t.hat it was about
3% miles from '« "iltar Center atid« about 5 Ai.ues from the airport at an

altitude of ah-mt 10,000's This 15\‘02

L ——

\\ N
and 15,000 feet, ‘1, ‘,‘1& '.mr-ea}'q;_ consistantly estimated altitudes
. r/ !\ . 1‘-« rr

higher than Eari. .

Cbject # ! is in@ftcated on El Figze 5 shows the relation

O

of the Filt.o/yg;;b»‘to th

as computod ;from a surveror's map of the ecity. As will be noted, from the

The bearing of the rilter Center is 321°

ilter CouL \ objact f} was a little to the north of east, .-thers as irom the

tower it was a\l‘t‘t‘?b/ﬁo the east of north. This places it almost exactly

3 miles from both the filter center and the tower. Again, in altitudss there
oL -

;ome disererancy, out taking the mean of 3,000!' and (,00', we ot something

o the order of a mile hiche.
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She maintained that in the western part of the sky it would remain stationary,

then hop up sevaral c:2:urees vary quickly =- almost instantancously - stop,

move to the lef't and then swerve down in sort of a slanting motion, repeating

these mansuvers many times. By this time everybody at the *ilter Center was

very excited and, as they said, shaking, because they had the feeling that

somebody was watching them.

This orizinal western nbject disappeared sometims between midnisht
and 1:00 am. Just about midnight, however, the rilter “enter people almost

simaltaneously saw  other objsctis Lo the east. nbiant # 2 was sichted at

06112 to tha north of easte AL O7LS5Z and 0T tvres olher objects toward the

S

east were gaan, lle plots of these objeﬁt“s‘a e glven on g‘)o..-os 3 and 4o The
/ /

bast drawing ! tha positions and pﬂyﬁns of‘ fhe obj2cts comes from Sit. rHarry

and is inclulat 13 lj.g. ')At \\ / / .
N/
Mr e ‘ Nas .Locat.nd_a\tho Control Tower, 24 air miles away

; f"""“-\\ \

such that the "iltar bnnt,er had a he‘ring )‘ 321 ‘rom the tower, He saw all

4 objects als»., b not puctly in )hL same positions. OSince there was a

chance here of  =tting a\nw objects, we spant a fair amount of time

R i -

having Sgte. 1‘.4!1:17 and Mr. Hi.h].heln si
ter came by at aprroximately O800Z. This astad=-

t the rememberad positions of the objects

the time of the passage of the C-124, Obj2ct X 1 in Fig. 2 is denoted by the

’tat@d that the bearing of object ® 1 was 261;0 at an altitude of

i x ll.
R b d e - .-!.a » ’\‘:'1"."-"' | _ ' - _ . B ) _{h 2 '1.*;
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the bearings oplace the ¢ ct about a mile and a
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. T2 e ilter Lentere II One adopts 2 mean valua ol altitude, the
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nany changes of color would arrvear to rile out a star.
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observer that unless all six observers ares unable to distinguish a star

from anything else, the stellar explanatioﬁi?ilil not. holde Further, the
angular positions appear to rule this out.

2e Balloons:

If thess objects were balloons, they would have to be captive

bailoons because of their restricted motion and the f'act, that t‘uay did not,
rise. Extensive injuires were rmade as to the Possibllity of any experiments
going on in that area a2t the tims. The weather buret(l;‘ was consuited, since
in pravious years there had been some 2osmie ray e::cﬂr'iments by Dr. ‘d

| 1
and Dr. 4. (0 'obth cases they had consultad the wna.ther buresu for wind

conditions. 1 weather bureau knew of npo-ea

ro~aperiments at\yzat tires The
" Uean of the Rlsnare W Junior College [b/ons'ylfed to see if he might have

ktuowm of any a2+ o iwentsg at the t‘hn o

\

* ‘us=um, and _he als
\
//,,_...\

he /faok us Lo see the head of the

North Dakota '

of nothing. We asked to check

and found no names that mizht

¢ experiments. Ve likewise checked the

newspapers for ‘i .

>

else W/upén

»

2 newspapers did mention that television towers

were bei.nz *ref'fau at )/z.#:ro:d.mtoly this location at the tinme. Accordingly,
£ the TV

thhe encinee

tion was consulted and he stated that at no time

carried out relative to the construction of the towers,
’ ) Aireraft:

All obsarvars are reasonadly well - AR ANncad i th 2! cavmn s

—
- il ' . I"i L S . 8 - W - "’ ' - -:n

V4 course lire WMR: Leing the "authority® among the ohservers. Aireraft

2R BT = B ot
_‘-- .l—-!- - #‘ e - -‘d u

i2tinitely be ruled oute The onlv nope is that tlese wers palloons, but in the

i

i
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c@s2nce of any evidenca for QXF8Timents going on at the time, or of thas

ey & & & g '

L - = _ T ._-_' '
& . - - | . w --‘3
o 3 amn ) - e J - NP e . == . . - - - - - . o o~ - -

P powwes ADED AT -

~=- DECLASSIFIED =5 s YEARS,

q# H-....- : .y A

UNCLASSIFIED

*w&mm PR PR &




e

the tower as from tha Filter Center. The angles must be regarded as in-
determinate, and as far as altitude is considered it appeared higher f{rom

the tower than from the Filter Centere The altitude is indeterminate since
we do not know the distance. All observers said the objects could not truly
be distinguished one from the other. One or more objects, then, were visibdle

from 05L2Z until 0850Z, that is, for approximately three hours.

We interrozated not only Szt. Harry but rs‘ r. i

------"

i W —

”’ and Ars -’. vhile their steries did t!')*-l agree exactly (and

this would have been suspicicus if they had) there *.-*:.:H veneral agreement as

[.te

]
WSS —————. . . ’ \

to color changs, wtions, and the fact that FF ‘:'hjem.‘*«;,;_r:tually nad been there,

One othaer tehavior of the objectfi"worthy of mn‘t}.‘on, and it was

pointed out rejp-.! +ilv. At the *:I,z/e/of the pa.ssing of the C-12L, the object

closest to it ~- 2l ach ¥ h —-— apﬁql\//link in a sort of a signaling way.
It was likened 'o lLie aigna.l-imf N{‘R's si.nal blinker but not as fast.

/"’_--*- e \

It was most pron-uncad {p # b, but fhﬁy said

it was taken up by # 3 and then

4‘2,aat.hougha a-ahadpassed fr?'#htoa‘

~

;sibility that object # 2 might have been Capella,

although if the motion drawn byu® is to be trusted, this is ruled ont.

awise, in the “rianzuiation rom the zirport and the [iiter Center. O -
: - | o~ - i -~ e $ ¥ a = » -
ject # 2 appeared to fne NE of the Filter Center and due e af the touwae.
ne "j T 4"?9*"”" " re T 1’\ rratadl s \ .S ¥ y° ' (™ ' et v ~ -
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The local nature 4f this phnnomenon should be stressed. The

appearance of the firzt object in the airection to be expected from the

alert from Roller Skate may be regarded as coincidental. Ib se=2ms improbatle

thouch certainly not impossible that these were the same objscts observad

near capid City.

e can conclude that there is no ready explanaticn for these objects

To call them aircraft, balloons, or stars becomes somewhat of a desperation
. /-1
move, though the balloon hypethesis would be the leatd objectionables 'lhe

cujects were stapr-like, chanzed a great deal in colory; and were probably
i |

fairly local., Wit refepvence to the last ﬂrgff_-ﬁ"‘:**; *:1:5\{ were local they
were not largze, or at leaast the 1i: hts/K not. very bri\o)ﬁ b2cause the
lights apparent ! wsre not mach g/f/hﬁertﬁ/p/ flrst magnitude star, and
some observers i o Lhat oltan \‘qhey ::e?/eon;iaeriblj tainter.,

N\

til faarther exrl f
Until f ar X’/ifli*rifi\is\

aown as one of tha hagt/eoXamples o‘i \the

coming, this incident must be put

urnal meandering lichts which have

r
i

D2en reported .- --*nﬁz 1n the lite/- ture. To do otherwises would be to doubt

che first order ;u_g:‘tiﬂw

/ s’
giderable qmu .ming. The triang'ulations also bear out Sgt. Harry's visual

ars who stood up very well unier con=

f

1ist s, even though such estimates must be subjective.
‘1rst ct was 2 to 3 miles west of the Filter Center and

calculations show"?/-.:iles. Cbject # 2, he felt was 6 to 8 miles away and

loulations show approximataly 3 milss.

. - N . !
2L - - ~ ST - 1 - - -~ e - . -
) 4-3 p = B a T a ? -- l"i - ! i % 3 Lvlc -H-e -1:..‘I o e 'J - ﬂr .-.j.: - ' :. ™ 4 r* :.1 ~ b oa e : { IN {,
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: evidence thare does not hold togsther in i nner oi the Hismarck idenca,
2 0 1 G tte o b ertalinly have 33




All that zan be said is that if the angles are correct, or even

approximately so, since after all, on2 person saw the object to the north
and another oovszervar saw it to the east, the phenomenon was a local one,

The objects were not observed from the 0.F.s around “ismarck though thess
had been alerted, and it was not reported in !andan, which is Jjust 5 miles
west of Bismarck. Ihey are reported to have a very achtive Cbservation Fost.
In Capte. Ruprelti's original report, he stated that aithou-h he aid not visit
Rismarck, he felt that inasmuch as they had been alﬂ”tﬂd to wateh out for
som2things they became excited and "saw li ntse" T ¢annot accept this in-

terpratation in tha least since the ohservers interrdrated were in my oninion

’_r——----._- .
s definite cut (Lowve tha average person. The operatiog of the rilter Lenter
O
seemed to ba very stticiont and it 11¢ ;p“&rﬂnt that the j“h?d recruited very
| ) |
good people 1o: the work. Sgt. igf?r in particular sprears thorou hly»re-
\,\J\ ';‘_,- '
liable and acc ~ate and is very muhn“ﬂonrf‘, ball." T would personally tend
N /F
to discount the rapiq up ,n4_d3E§\§St1oQ\de the erratic motions b2cause it
) &,

i3 well known ! it p)inf of l1lic htvwatrhn” consistantly will appear to do
very strange i1 .3, uk for the ﬂi?nges of position, esrecially sinca the

objects were qra§q§~4or\hqg hours, and the changes of rolor, appear

p
’

to be substéntiated. However, even the color changes may be entirelr sube

sective, sQ \that when opg filters down the Pismarck evidence y One comes *o

.\
the conclusie

/

hat objects were observed there which were not stars or
s L e

aircraft and if they were balloons they were extremely strange ones whese

presence was totally unexplaihdd. It is most unfortunate that Dictures were

. - b ' .- 2 >? - ' | . = E ’ . —ryre - ' - - ..: - . T b e
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future communications frem ATTIC should stress emphaticallv that pictures be
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taken and instructions included for takine star <trails for rraetise,
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UNCLASS\F!ED

Three kinds of eviiance are present in the South Dakota sichtingss
visual from the grouna, from GCC; radar evidence; and visual from the air.
All visual sightings at tapid City and Black Fawk were quite low on The

horizone This itszelf makes matters susrzect. The initial incident which

started the whole.train of events was the si~hting by liss -n
at about 0305Z, of an objz2ct which zppearsd in tha s~uthe-eastz meved rapidly

to the 55E. changing eolor from red to gZreen as it dig so. Tt then hovared
()

there for awhile, she s3aid, and tren went back auite ' squickly and disappeared

pack of the hills. ¢_‘!hen asked *o egtimate the time T, *vould have taksn to

/.

B T

eress the fincers ol her outestretched hand, she o5 ltrm'*n about 5 secondse.

H--‘

this is quite in contraliction to the O“t“iull statemsnt ..3;' Sne wasz observing

it from the froat stars of a neis bl‘fu/s f“od}““ and accordingly, “ige 9 and

] »
10 are shots t. n {rem the exact pq\sﬁt\/ﬁ f the observation. 'rs.diuiiiaam
Jdiagmvho saw the ohiect ;Mﬁ‘lt’fwcou.s ajid at first "it's nothinz but the
red tower 1liht.” “1917 is an ,‘”\tb'mr x?tth a red ovstruction liht barely

visible frem thei: o r-r-h.) This “S'—*Jliahea at any rate the redness of the

colore The chaneing to gre‘y/ be subjeetive althou-h both were emphatic
/ P e >
that it did/ tﬁis. fcth yomen were asked independently to draw the path of
(| |
the object; ‘en:l tne pat

more or less agree, as seen in Fiz. 9 and 10, Zince

incident, it is interesting to speculate whether *his

was an airecraft. Viss @4, 2lthouch an excitable and rather cocky individ-

ual, and in scme resrescts overbearing, is nevertheless ratad as one of the bes

‘ - o - - T - - nCEE e " - - ) ' - - . -~y = - ' v e - 3 : »
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She alertea tne “:1ter Center, and they {mmediately notified the
ADC radar at Elleworth AF3e The base is located about 190 :mﬁ'f.‘es dlrectly
enst of Black Hawk and Black Hawk 1s about 7 miles MW of Rapia Citye. Three
posts therefore formed a triangle and it 1is ~ost unfortunate that a2t any
given time objective observers were not present O sive 4irections. IO such

~bsepvations exist,=nd the distances of these objects, 1f present at all,

are incete rrinat2.

W ~awx N
.I'",J'h "lﬂ'fnj ver’ | L iuly .;O tahc‘ n..!rt:ni Eh":-' i3 l’h-—- O;ll" one 0 SaAwW Ul is,

o ———
" e A *_
s _ 4 L medadan. that I3 X L, ve bhazsn 2
}';':-"‘FT"E‘J-?I" afll 1_", t... : -;..'j "-;*!‘1-‘:,’ J.,n ::J ﬁ;.in__h.‘l, nailL A1l 3 \}“‘t hau
- i "‘\
' P - - d "a - - . ‘ﬂ' '
nitaore She o 7 course, nNo; }e @m metaors’ N
/ \
' cap and went over O the Aldren
pe
7’

sx:/éfiar the obj=ct had cisappearad
t she had seene AS she was talking

+ha second, or really ihe third

l'” o
/ " '

-

1 :een. ‘he star Capella. It r~mained in approximataly the same

sezitien, s5d ol@r two hours. The Aldren boys and the elder Alarens
ware i.nsid.\\tq_y no attention to the talk »f the women outside who

saidi they saw some sfrango object.

b told me that ne f21t the women

yera just seeing thinsse Finally, he came out and became convinced that some

’ - - a : . > ey . x----ﬂqr‘ e b - - -"! 17‘
- " e . e ahamn in Tig. 11 poinsing O s apneaimate TOSLULAE
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UN CLASS‘*F (b

He stated tnat ‘ was excitable, and that the radar sunsich®t in his plane

which had locked on was probably malfunctioning. He gave the appearance to me

of one who is trying to back out of an unpleasant sitnation. He did not wish

to comnit himself on anything, and zave the impression Lhat the less he heard

{ it in the futura the better. This may be becauses he fell he ”3d/ar’3°t.l'ittﬁd
nimgelf adequately in pursuing the so=czlled objscte At the time of the
pursuait, howaver, it must he stated that he had had only 12 hours of night
flying axperiencae. [i2 substantiated the point that On moonless nights, it
is impossible to hive a horizon 2loft and that any 1light that is seen zensrally

nen from the radar

app=2ars to be Iin wotion.

room to take a ianal looke The fe'wrg.]rvpinion as to fha)k..or:roeta_n:y of UThese

man variese Thers s:2ama to be enc nviaea"e that they are not particularly

reliable, and al'hough they state

objects moving 2round, it ig impossib 0 evaluate the correctness of these

/ . ™
> .

. \ ’ ' - L
statementse All 'irea rion since have he

honombly discharged from the

9 \
service and could ¢t ‘q\ioca »ad for jquestioninz.
\ /
\ LYSIS

;/’—-‘." \.
As f%n\e rapid City sightings ars concermed, we have a train of

:ircmtani:‘o which, it’ ntirily coincidental, are remariable indeed. Zven
/

t the Zinal sizhting was an aircraft, which is stoutly

il we gmt‘.\

r, and that the 2nd object was a star, which is equally

d2nied by the

d2ni2d by the observers, it appears odd that of all tha ni~hts for the mdiar
snow atrange olipos it would e on that nizate Th=2 testimony of the pilots

. 1 - . _ b _-i 1-'1 . N — — - i_* >
hast be onittad y S1NC2 it can be taLs I)’)u]_t'_vl‘}' QT ...“:,_;-.1.51.131‘! Tith e :-,‘:11
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bzen up for soms Lime, =nd Mr.‘, the radar operator, asked him to

have a look aroumds For quite a while JRdid not se2 it QU as

not present at mapid City, but arrangements were made to interview him by

phone from Great Falls, lontana.) He stated esseantially what he had in his
orizinal report: that he finally did notice the object wnich was bri:nht and
star-like, that he observed it for only 20 to 30 se~onds, and that it had

gona away from him extremely rapidly.

Fige 13 1is the radar scope diagram drawn Dy ’. Uniortunatel

s
f

the radar camera 4id notv work. -, who was quizzed in hospital because

of a broken arm, stated emphatically that the blips had definitely been

. '-----...__-*

"palntea”, and that sach successive blip desimated on the chart actually was
_ o . WY h\\ |
a successiva onde Imat is, each swing of-<{he Jntenna produted the next blipe
w3
| ’ ;/ ; A ) |
He stated that 12 nadl the F=il :Lnd/;:}'fe hFO on the :5::.:;99 at the same tine.
/
StocKnan Ll ome down be auae of lat fuel and li2edhami'had been seat upe.
\/ J/
‘statod he had Neeflhq_'_tgnd\tho hnknown on the scope until the objeect was
O\ Y

out beyond 35 mi 2 madth north. " The ra?iar, it is generally conceeded, was

&

not malfunctioni» , b at:.‘_ some people a/L the post indicated that reflsctions, or

"angmalous Drop,a.-ts-tqn" hr‘wém.

Thorp is an lnterastmg personality conflict in both‘t and W .

Szanett is ‘rhtea A8 excytﬁole  but pretty sure about what he sees., e stateq,

when asked & L_vd.y/ d not continued pursuing the object, that Needham had

pecome SO e*ccited that he was a2lmost unintellizible on the radio and that

Sennett felt it would be best to bring him back to base hefore something drastic

S~

‘ +

=neC e o
eadham was interviswed for am hour and ¢ , . of all the peopls
\tarrogatecd he was the most difllcult o | M m } S ) 3
S -

- [E—— o ‘
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OPIRATIONS REPCRT - 3 - 7 August 1953

Several reports on unldentilied serial objects were recelved this weeXx

tncluding ceveral calls from the Davton 2rea, Two Interrogations were completed

and both provad satlisfagtory towara solviang the 1denitliy ol the oL/ 2Cis. one of

the objects was explained as a weatler ballocn launched at Suwirhwe Crove and the

other vas desternalned %o Lo aatrononical.

e ATIC Duty Officer called A,’ 10 Museh on che operation lLimaediate secret

message At approximataly 1939 Lrs L04 5 Aug J3e 2hg lmosage conLalusd 2 detalled

report on an unidentifisd aorial obj2e% chserved by several personnel on duty at

the Rapid Cisy Pilter Conter a row miles northwest »f Rapid Ciktv, 5. D,, at 2005

MST, 5 Aug 53. The messa s & samed important enough to take immedlate agtlion,

Capt 2., J. Ruppelt, advisor %o Project Blue Book, was adviaed %o come out to

the 740th ACAW 3quadron at Bllaworth

the Center to revisw the usssnze, e ca'.led
AFB, Rapid City, S. D., aud talked to W/0 Bennett who was the nizht controller.

H/O Rennatt stated that h= was on duty the night ol tae incldant and was very

familiar with the sightinz., Capt Ruppelt was sent out to interrogate the observers,

Thias 13 cne of the Leut r:ports ever recelived on talas nrolect,

2/1C Max C. Futeh
ATTAS =)
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FINAL CONCLUSTIONS UNCLASSIF =D

In the abhgance of what might be called truly scientific data, and in
the absence of photopgraphs or other tangible evidence, the [(acls as stated
by about a score of obsarvers separated by 220 miles, are oren to 2 widely

opposed interpretations.

Cne i3, that an aircraft was orizinally sizhted, second, that tha
object observaed at the zenith was a meteor, third, that the object in the
north-east was a star, fourth, that quite coinciiuntLy'th, radar showed re-

flection blips, tifth, that the pilots were chasin «-“nr 39 8ixth, that an

expariment ol zome sort was going on in Bismare k, “V\“PHC’ for which is entirely
> wsd |
unobtalnable fim lacal sources, and that the experd anb. was instizated at
b | f | \
precisaly the 'i1w2 'hat the other setl o etrarbe coincidenhees 220 miles away

caugsed the Bismirec Contar to be }Ie,t"t.ed. |
Thisyil 94y, 1s an am..a.nath‘m byt ne which appears to strain the

concept of coinriagance to ;,ts"ertrsmo ean were the "ismarck incident alone

/ ..--

it would be wortny of 3.tbﬁ="1 ion, b\t fittihg ag it does into the pattarn of the

total happeninga 7 that' nizht, it j ; rather phenomenal.
) J

of course, that unknown aircraft, with the

Lerm very br;ndly defineg s weeactive in the area.

| cik of clin; nZ data at a time like this is ntarticularly cadlorable.

2, 8 Getdna

o

few miles to see what the lights were, it would have settled a lot. However, as

had been available at Bismarck to make the trip of a

has been pointad out, perhaps the lights hovered in th2 Hiamarell area bacainsze “rav

- . ’ TN ' "‘."" - "L 4 - 3 - . - -- . -
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FINCLASSIFIED
APZRATIONS RZPORT - 10-1% August 1953

e T2M statistical apalysis being prepared Ly Project 5Stork was axpected
40 be complated this week but Project dlue Book was lndrmed that the study

would not be complated before the last of Augusi, T™is analytical study 1is

expvected to be of much help ton thia oroject in solving future unidentified

asrial object mysteries, Outatanding trends cr patterns are expectad Lo saow

up in thia 2nalysis.
Project Alue Book was informed this weex taat Project Stork has besun

the orocess of obtaining suitable Aiffraction gratings ror tae Yid2on caneras

that are presently cut !a the fleld, I 1s agtimated that this erffort will

cost sopproximately 33, 00 and that the rids should be avallanle within 0

days. VWhea the suitables arlds are avallable %o ATIC, toe camersas will Dbe

recallad, zrids mownted, wod redlistriduted into the £ield. Steps are Deling

made to speed up the mttm"ini axperimentation and manufacture of these

oxrids.
Capt B. J. Ruppeit deaparted Daytom cn 10 August 1953 for Rapid City,

South Dakots, to investizate an unidentified aerial object vhizh nccurred

in the Rapid City ares at 2205 MST on 5 August 1553. Capt Ruppeit interro-
gated the ocbservers, radar and visual, thoroughly and was unable to coms up with
a definite conclusion. The story of the observers has made it difficult Sor

Project Blus Book to establish the ldentity of tke cbject as being a mewn

vhencmens. Capt Ruppelt has m_nd“ that urther study of tais iacident

|
' ya made Yy ATIC and Project 31lue 300K CORTIFACT AITTONOMAr.

»n'‘act Slue Jock 123 received ten reaporis oOr midentirliad aevrial 0Objecta

~ona of whisza apre of oo mich laportance., During She last “wo acntas, toe

mear ~F canopts c2celad have Tamainsc
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sar Capt. Hardin#;

B o

e have be=n 50 Lusy with the 3lack Hawk, S. Dakota case that

I've only just now gotten down %o locking over the large batch of aceunm=-

W

lated reportse I must say that compared with Black Hawk, none of thaese

| approaches that incident in interest. There are a few interesting sisht-
' inzs, but on none of *hese is information suflicient to make a follow-up

1%

wr
1ith pregent information [ have no sugeested explanation.

..-.."'O: L f}abl e

Of the interesting ones, the very similar si-htings of 2L July and
August at Key West would warrent follow-up 1if they were more recent.

I‘

The 206 July »~rrin AFB Texas also holds possible int *rr-st irom the
sbandpolint of man~iv» s nd the fact they were obsarved from the Control
onve and by b ‘J’ Y05 ot 'l“ﬂlison, Td:’-’ﬂ.So

It is too i thara is not more Infomation on Crenla, Ala. ‘Thess

case3 cover four s:uira's Jayse There is possibly pay dirt in thess.

%

with the investigation.

h

D

-

.

—-—u

S
~

Finally, 't» 1al 31limane sigh%ing is definitely puzaling and w411
rehably hawe to rerain on the books as unexclained.

Lining 20 or so, there is 30 little inlormation con-
d:..ose whi..-” o ot have obvious e=xplanations that there is no per-
yhatever in v ullerinz thenm seriously.

l\'-'..*‘ . Il-‘h:lé
entaze

‘:’-

ot 'he *otzl numbar thare are L independent sets which,

Thus, out

S
vote for sticking »ith the Black Hawk case until we have sgueezed it dry.
nl cartain that 1L this case can be explained, others weuld follow suit.

Concerninz the Zlack Hawk case, we are proceeding slowly but surely

incs the observations coversd several hours and s. chtings were both visual
nd radar, it is important, in my estimation, that we continue %o nursne this
J.ilure to identiilly pinpoints i C033ibDle real weaimess in our defense
nPe J hope to have a3 prreliminary report on this case for yon scon.

0

- \-.

.
\-J
) S
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9

taff and time wer~ availadle, would be interesting to pursue, Parsonally,

Solid odbjects are certainly indicated by the eviasnce,




Colonel GCeorge L. Weritsnbaker ATIAZ-S/Capt Hardin/jos/73147
Commander, ATIC 5 January 1954
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“eMORANDUM FPOR RECCRD

PROBLIEM:

l. To request approval for ATIC officer to travel to Rapid City, South
Dakota, and Dismarcik, liorth Dakota, for the purpose of determining the ori-
gin of a reported unidentified flying object.

FACT3 AND DISCUSS ICN:

2. On % Aug 53 a sighting wvas made in the vicinity of Rapid Clty,
couth Dakota, by numerous reliable military and civillian observers., Another
sighting vas reportad [{rom Diamarck, North Dakota, on the same date and ap-
peared to be the same object. The object was also tracked by radar,
Investigation followed but without the aid of an astronomsr and the case

remalins unsolyved.

3. Dr. Hynek of Ohio State University, contract astronomer to Project
Blue Book, has had 'nla casse under study and believes that a satisfactory
conclusion may be raached by a joint on-the-spot investigation.

RECOISENDATIONS ;

4., Project Blim Book believes that this is a significant case and

should be solved for the pwpose of its possidble scientific value as well
23 o discourage its use Dy writers wvho may draw their own conclusions in

leu of an official s»lution. It is, therefore, recommended that Capt

Charles A. Hardin {in sompany with Dr. Hynek) proceed to Rapid City, 3outh
Dakots, and Pismarck, North Dakota, for approximmtely 5 days 1DY.

ATIAR Lt Col H. C. Johnston, Braneh Chief
ATIA Col ¥. L. O'Hevn, Division Chief

ATIM Col D. 7. Justice, Office Chief

ATI Col G. L. Wertenbaksr, Commander

& iy L i“‘;‘&:}‘ﬂiéi .:il.].'-li.:h;.u- Bk B a0 F do el Sl




ui smarclk, North Cakota

Dr. J- e P:fnek
Tept. of Physics and Astronomy

Ohio Shate University
Columbus, Chio

Dear o1rs

attention by GuEmEEEEERE:, chiel

Tt was been called to my
i a description

et isrerck, vorth Dakota, that you wisne
of the sigchting of an unkncwn cbjec*:or objents which Wware visible %o

the unaided eye on th® nirht of August O, and the morning of Augus® b,

1G53

wad sirhted two objects on the

The 103l asir-raid filter santar
. ity of Fismarck and

svening of Aurust “ilie Cne eppeared due west of the C

“wa other in the o rrhansts

My firsk ‘nyvladee and sizhting of these objects were at approx<
imetaly 12:08 A. 7. \.,0u3t 8th, As near aS [ eorld tell the one in the vwest
sty due west; and th

appeared to bs ¢ e other epproximately 60 to 70 de-=
~raas north and «n L of Aus nerth es estimated a%t the VYFYR transmitter

location, which !¢ approximestely 13 miles east of Fismarck.

hese objects all that 1 can say is that

As to the desoription ef ¢
npearad to

they appeared mu 'R heighter than most of the stars end at times 2
+uke on a rathar (ill blueish tia%t,

They zppearad to move in the heavens, but at a rather slow rate
and unless a persou ~rnced his nhead egainst some stationary object to
aliminate head movement it would be hard to tall that thay were movinge.
rad below the horizon and
nd in with the rest of the

last sighting of beta

+he one in
stars until it was no lon
obiects was about 1:30 A.M.




-2 (At=ell to Lyndk,
1] anuary 150%)

ot would be

there was @ ground
n 1 believe n® is

syen from the &2
time, partioular he was told that
ation of the objacte

~was chasing @&
ssas at the radar site,

+hat he was g

sarious at the
r observ

4dmit that he

large stars
the ex
{rhtings 1in

sha ralatively pocr

v feal thatl the inaeias

The sightings in the n{ smarck

sugerastlion must be consi
of sichtings was i
san imagine the d
of tilter Centoar (or : in the officiel
Fficient tnoantive for you and the people of ATIG
s same information, pDO8SS =

reru_jrt, f'rom Ra;ﬂ.d City mere sSu.
and, to use youl

Lo conduct 8an agransive t nvastigatione
Lan ralaved SO Vigrth Lako! ar
we incident 1o the cool lish® of

itly amballished,
"{‘ i)"ijll

A 4o
a3r

words, the nBoPLs
mornlnﬁf_-"

ince a sorralated story

~ota rilter Sagnhere 1
n the mninds

Wy tntarpratation of the me to the ranks of

skeptlcs and certninly 1na3 not permit SO nalusions &5 suche I d0O

wonder if perhaps = agolved cases mizht not
The persentags

psyolti \
ITI-‘ i_il"a

ny of
v 1o rather then & SC

be reduced atv lea

+icls which labels me as 2

lonz in case ycu missaed 1%,

ty of ineclosing an Aar
ip this evenings paper

passed it =2
The erticle wus

4

apleasant end rapid trip wome and thab I may be

Jsg only

Ik (IFFICIn
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20T AIRCHRAFT CONTROL AND WARNING S UALDRON P
“Y1lsworth Air Force Dase ) 4 &
South Dakota

18 January 1954

re. Je As Fynek
Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio

Dear Doctor:

Aftar your departura I schecked nossibility thal Lt. Jioedham was

a man who tended to become ezeited or eonfused in anergoncisse L discuss24d

tha possibility with sevaral of his associstes and sarticulerly with his

~aarabions off'icer, Wa jor FAirobrotnere Sontrary to .r. e statanant,
ysedham i35 a very reliable, nool individual with an excellent

‘ha other hand, 1 also ch2cked a littls on ‘re —

I found thﬂt ]"-
combat recsord. ‘N

reliability. Some ol the nilots of alroraft that ha has centrolled have termed

‘ “ ‘liis hanpanad before tne inaident ia quastion and he nas sppar<
\<f\. entlyccalned 1own . nawhat since than as ne grew more nasustomed to his jobe I
\ also have had =2 rooork From my ad jutant that Yr. ‘ has been known Lo @X-

i 148 srxarzarations were particularly noticad in Yr. S
+ Lajsball recerds, Tt just so happenad that ths adjutant has
i n33ball recorlds for some years and he immediately deatected the
4e +told no one about tham ab tno time end 4id not con=

acrerate storias.
recounting of pas
bean a student ol
} inagouracy of ' storiad,
/ tradict ir. ‘ ‘ha snot bagause he wanted to avoid embarrassment for nhim.
¢ Apparently lr. P i1l tell stories to improvs his prestige althougn tha facts
may not be accura¥a. The adjutant and ‘ﬁ.rw& wara both members of the sguad-

ron baseball teaa luring ths past surmer and the adjutant noted that *r. S

"3 mirht have been wrone. [0 angagad in several sarious

will never admit tnat n9
arguments with nptired shen it was apparent To evarycns, {n:ludinz mamoers of both

teams, that he was WroNZe

/ /
>
o A

Z

sry leaves me somewnat embarrassed, Thare were tnrae
authgntioity of the inczident,

The above s°F
-ambers of my orgaaization Who contributed to the
The two Staff and GHIENER ,

Althouzh these facts do not entirely 1iseradit

their statements I do no% roolw By addiag '‘Te -
i+ appears the observations of all three can be treated skeptically., Those military

obsarvers are of course the only peopls to whom I can ascribe traits of reliability.
appear that a part of any future investization could appropriately
of all perscns who offer evidence of unusual
that I arrae with you that obLsServsrs

o

5 -li -‘_. 'J_-" i " . " '..: ' LY "
H ® | & _:'&

NG inAne ' hey WAL
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(At=ell to Lynaky
1] anuary 1904)

tatione Obviously the pilo® would be
s told that thers Was a ground

ton 1 believe he is
Considering tne raliability

citement of T
tinzs 1n the Ranid City

and the ralatively poor dasaription of
onsideration entirelye
na but the power of

v feal that the inel
c9 a sorralated story

The sightings . _
tisularly sin
N rakota rilter Jenkers 1
y in +the minds

~round S
sarious at the time, partinularly since he wa
¢ the objacte On reconsiderat

syvan from ©he

~was chasing & large star.

Enasgsas

at the radar site, the %
aubsequent sign

SUSS
of sicntings
san imagine the d + to the stor
of Filter Center parsnnnel smen 1 realize that tho statements in the officiel
renort from Rapld City sere sufficient tngantive for you and the peopils of ATIG
Lo conduct an axtensive t pvastigatione gsantially t09 same jnformation, DO8S =
itly amballished, »=% ralaved SO vorth Pakota that sams nierht and, to uad your
words, the secple ‘hard ".ould not considar tne tpneidant in the cool 1isht of
mﬁrnlnﬂ:o"

me to the ranks of

incident relegates
snaslusions &5 suche I 4O

agolved cas3es mizht not
The persentags

Wy tntecpratation of the
skeptics and gaprtninly 4143 not per
yopder if perhaps many of the twanty percent cf unr

. 1 in prather then & geientiflio approach.

respond to a psyol !
+iint be reduced av least somawhnate

mit sagentific ©

I have tuni=n the liberty of inclosing en #
s ot 1 passed it alonZ %
The erticle Wus ip this eveninZe paper

Yours truly,

/s/ Allen Le Atwell
'Eajor,USAF
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2 Fabruary 1954

‘iajor Allen Le Atwell
Commander, 740th ACEWN Squadron

511sworth Alr Force Dase
Rapid ¢ity, South Uakota

"gAr alorj

Thank you "or your latter af 19 January. {(Ou navs peen of
wi e 4o us io Lracking thls down {urther, and sspecially

asnsiderable ser
racter sidelizatse 1 think the

ia ~iving us the ni hly { mportant cna
"nasoball® example |a carviloulerly tellinge I tharsiors {98l as you do,

twat the incident r«naorts from Rapid City sporang from, in raneral, uare-
liable observers, .7 m Ine two lisutenants, undasr questioning, werse not

sure of what they sawm, iub at leaast they were Lonest snou-h to admit this,

I agree witlh our statement concerningz raliebility checks, snd

»asten to assure ysn that one of the roasons we cane out i{n person was to
althouzh I tnink the Captaln

siz@ uo the ooservsri. Speaking ror mysell,
wauld sonour, we are ready to write off the Ranid City==Rlank lawk ineident
Tn short, we can't trust tne

as Tinformation from ;wegtionadlse sources.”
'appens 1in any scientiflo aroeedurs the thing ¢o do

t the wincow,

I would Like to ask, Juss for nossible future refersace’
ro0od man &% radar sontrols, what arse the possibillties of "unknown blipe®

over s lomg period? Thas ls, out of 365 days, would You SAay that unknowns
1 times sach day? OUmee every feow days? A few

uming blips not due %o nalfunction but to schos, #%ec,

Nnat I now have to say will surprise jyoul The obaervers at Flas-
-arck I would class as antirely reliadles, It 1is +herefors inpossible for

us o write off the 34 smarck incident in a 1ike manner, Indeed, I wish we
It is impossibdle, nowever, to say that the objeots seen 1n Bismarok

smerestion from mnid ' snat wo teonl?d
apars) rsporsed ond 00 99%8 v Shout CerTioue
Danid Citve The obisats arsiatad for "are

Ahgapvars arrsed, witaia TeRI0N, on Ltheir

0001do
yre -me resuls Of

ndanendently {(and 13 niles
wrow)adre of the snona sall Urom

~-an two hours, 2nd toe various

. -‘ L 1
J4%y, DAoruee A%

“raAas£L£3»
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UNCLASSIFIED

Despite, tnersfore, the coinclience between Rapid City and

Biasmarsk, in view cof the disperity in quality of observers in the two
slaoces, I think we shall probably sroceed by dissountinz the Rapnid City
ineident altogether and voncentrate on the Bismarck ineidant.

~ I note that you newer did ret around to tellinz me spocifisally
whathear Needham was the pilot who became unnerved when the jo% crashed.

Thanks arain for ysur very real hslp in thise I hope the nexS
time w9 meet will bs under less unusual circumstances,

Sincersly,

cony %o ATIC

jan /i

UNCLASSIFIED
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HARVYARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY
S AMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS
July 13, 1961
Maj. William T. Ccieman
SAFOI-3
Room 4C-922
The Pentagon
Washington 25, D. G,
Dear Bill:

On my return from the western swing I find a sizable ammount
of accomulated flying saucer material, I want to thank you and Major
Friend, and Colonel Evans for all of the helpful material, iancluding the
suggestions for iinproving our chapters. Many thanks to all of you,

On 11y woatarn trip [ ran into a daytime sighting that was a
honey. [ was dri ing ¢n Highway 54 from El Paso, Texas to Alamogordo,
New Mexico, an'd | w15 in the outskirts of the latter city, having just
turned west whe '+ . .ad meets the one coming from Las Cruces
and the Holloma+ . ¢ srce Base. The time was 4:00 p.m, The sun
was shining, alt .~ ihe sky was heavily clouded toward the west, It
had clearly been raining in the mountains and heavy dust storms had
forced me to stop ''vo or three times along the highway. 1 was suddenly
startled to see a . aned formation of flying saucers heading eastward
directly toward . iley appeared to have a reddish glow and were
moving very raj . nhad the impression that they were nearly at
cloud level, The; - »proached me rapidly and suddenly seemed to drop
in on me. Ithen - ilized that they were merely a grouping of tumble-
weeds carried aloft in the heavy wind, They were, pe rhaps, some
hundred feet over .«ad, The weird glow was cau sed by the illumination
of the setting sun. eep this in mind for similar reports,

T/ Mrs. @ and 1 have been struggling to interpret the

) famous Rapid City, South Dakota, case of 12 August, 1953, The report
: has 30 many features that are suggestive of the mirage of a star, that
‘ we have strongly ieaned to that interpretation, The bright star,
rapella, which happens to be circumpolar at Rapid Lity, L3 indeed
very close to the horizon, just east of norta, We do not nave very
good times or estimaies of the total duration of the sightinge. I
wonder if you have any additional material that yvou could send us, n
view of the importance that the UF O boys attach to this sighting. In
particular, w2 should like to know what is the radiug in miles, of the

i W f L . @ - #
r e - . ‘-‘ . F 3 . t 1 ™ e 5 > =8 .5 = N Ca wﬁ F e . . & i a » - - a ! . " - r‘ § '1. - »
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Maj. Williamn T, Coleman July 13, 1961
=l

that a very sizabis fe'nperature inversion was present, and this wa s
ample to magnify some of the radar and optical effects., The radar,
especially, couid have been deflected back to the ground and the
moving object might have been some secondary reflection from the
plane itself, Is there any additional information about the man who
claimed to have checked the UFO against the triangle of stars, and
deciding that it moved with reference to those stars? Sounds that

it might have been autokinesis, unless this motion was really very

Bizab'le.

T Lo fnﬂ"“/
One further question that we have., A study of théiiiiigme -

JEEA. c ase indicates that the UFO was merely a meteor, Appar-
ently this was a2 onusidered solution in the early days, We wonder

why \t was abhaoianaen,

Thank y « for the additional sightings, all of which are useful

and lend fresh: : s+ /., 'he book, Also, I think you were going to send
me one from 1. in, where airline pilots reported not only seeing
a saucer but ¢+ .\ roughness of the air which, according to your own

observation, w..: _ue to forest fire or oil well fire, or something of
the sort,

Again, + ' our many thanks and best wishes, I am

Cordially yours,

DHM:gq

P, S. I'm scheduled to be in Washington on July 26, If time permits,
I may run over to the Pentagon and talk with you some at that time,

DEM _f_.f; 2.0 o .{-;./,z 27 .» K

CC: Maj. Friend
Col., Evans
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APCIN-LER /Maj Friead/arc 53216/tyned 27 Anr 60
Request for UFO Information Hr“)
. ( 2 9 APR 1950

SAFOIe3d (iaj Tacker)

1. Tae following ars sugzested answers to the Gquestiiona penned Uy
'ngllllin the actached latter:

7. i1t must ba assumed that tue nach publicized sasninzton racar
Ahis case was datare

' Theres 13 o receord in tne Air “orce {iles ol a sighting ab
fineose AFB on 7] 'ovesber 19 i‘he “inross case, is outlined in
sevaral DOOK® and o aar ombllcations on ur'd's, slales Lhat an aircrald
was carried away v . unidentified flying ocject. i(haiw 18 no case
Lit the t'lles wanlen wonm closely parallels Lhese circumstancas,

¢e 1he objee » + re filas taken at iremonton, Utah on 2 Jaly 1992,
ware determined '« « Lirds, protably sea gulls.

d. The Alr Foree rile carries no conclusicn on the ghologirach taken
by dr MENGEGEGEER 2+ Asarillo, isxas on 2 August 1253, ot “nowing
what radiation vasor 18, it i3 the Air FYorce oovinion taat some 3DOkes=
nan at the tlae “uev ielad thal Lie OLjJeCs was sn Lrradiated vsper trial
and was honestly '+ ‘=lid%erately nis=quoted,

@ The ALr Foree 3 not aware of any relsase date ior the photo-
;radh taken by Mr @. 7The orizinal was in the hands of the owner
and he was free to do vith it as ne pleased,

f. Alir Porce axparisence has been that there i3 no increase in
radiation due to uniraentified Lflying obJjects. It should be !nderstood
that the normal background for any area aay fiuctuate a few hundradths
of a milliroentgen, this is considersd normal and cconstitutes no danger
whatsoever,

Ze 41he ALy Force i3 not aware of any statewent, olficial cr otaer-
Wlite, L7y 3 zovernment agzency o the arfacw that M'a are 30ace 11i0s,

»

Ne 4Al@ ALr fores nNas no specilic mowladze of nlrared “racg ng ol
vnidentified {ly7ing cbjiecta,

L. The Alpr vorece 'ila contains no record of a4 reoort at sarher's

' FRETTYT . . | -:- ‘*r . \ i ! e ] . , gy - - - *»e - . :
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infarmet ion Only (No Case) R
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August €, 19%3, =ighting Kerkrade,
‘atherlands:

Puring tre ast days of July and the
first week of ruzust I took a holiday and
vigited the Lnu+nern part of Holland. On
August 6th I arrived in a small mining town,
Kerkrade, in the south part of the province
of Linburgz. Xarkrade lies close to the
German border, there 1s, in fact, a broad
street divided longitudinally by barbed wire,
the one-hn Lf belng Kerkrede and the other
half being German,"” |

"I weat for a walk along this street
about midaight, All was quist. Suddenly my
attention vas dravn to a Blue-green light of

moderate intensity, which ran through the
sky In the East, It came down an elegant

swoop, and then slowed down. At first I
thought i+ to be a meteorite, but it left

no tem il ¢ '« as these do., It was a light

gpot of n»sarly sircular shaps, and wvhlle it
descended 1 came in my direction. Then I
saw vhat 't vay -- a flying saucer. It came
elowly * ~«uvis "» and 80 near ﬂ!_lt I could
ses 1t .. !‘ﬂrl’”o
'I Irs= wwde a test: 1If you want to
know how s:g | eaw 1%, take a dinner plate,

bold it at arms length, then raise the plats
somewvha: .'er than scalp level and look at

it. Tla + siactly the relative size of the
" object !
* Then orped and stood still in the air

first at -nat I think wvas about 1C00 feet.
Then 1t cowe still further down. DNot a

sound wa3 insamd wvhile it was in flight, or
vhen it swwod still.

"As T looked up I sav only its underside,
but it started to hover around slowly, also
changing its position, so tcat I could gee
it edge-on. Once I could look on 1it, when
1t took an icclined vosition avd the moon
ssown o3 &,

"its form waa a disc, slightly dlshed in
the center, epnd in the center (topside) =
cablin with sloping walls, a cene. No doors
Or windows were discernible. Its color was

grey. When it came down 1t wag giving off a
blue green light, As soon as 1t had stoppad,
S ! s '@ $ R : ,

W - L] L]
T 9 1 v 1 N - . -
S N T Y 1D LOBKL , Al W15 L . Y7
L ] & . ‘J " .

.9

L‘ . - . " . . - ' '
NOrY Ym s janw Hlapgk snokz: 1t Dxad

actly as a2 grey-enameled ran, somewhat glosay

w“he@ the moon shown om it, but not 'polished’.

hll 4 —3 5 E = " = " -
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I bad an opportunity to
study i~ '* rust have been of enormous size,
far biggsr than the wing span of any airliner.’
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/ for the entire month of iugust 1953.

je For the most pam, information concerning UF) reports is availe-
acle to the public, oot due to requilred classiflicaticn, some are not.
[L is the Air Force opinion that the best answer is contained n the
question itself. These sightings are lntaelligence reporis, and as such,
in cartain instances contains other infomation apart fram the UFO pore
tion which may require classification,

ke 1he Alr Yorce is open minded on the subject of space travel, and
aware that space visitors are a possibility. The present iir Vorce posi-
tion 18 no% to deny this possibility, tut rather Lo stale that Lo date
no evidence has Cean discovered o substantiate Lthel "I".V3 we inters
nianetary or interstailar space snips,

le 0 lunar cxploration, telescoplc or snace probe, has revealad
any additional ini{»rmation concerning /¥,'g,

2 ire W © »uwirees 18 as [ollows:
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nome minutes
gation in ™y pyes;

same feeling ae after looking for a 1o
at a bad television ocrul’.

"euddenly 1 saw & secobd disc. It had

come (down Prom somewhere without my seeling
1t arrive. It stood much farther away. 1is
ghape 'mas allightly aif ferent. It, too, bad a
allihit 1y dlshed disc, with a cabin, but this
cabla rotrutad slightly from the underside
ag well aa (rom the top.

coun ‘o
g ...ty Fumber 1 leaped away.

avay . 14 jeveral very sharp angles. At

the pamm Gine, the blue-green lme appeared

agnin.

naver +=n before, 1t shot up »s a bolt of

lightc « and went off with one vertical

Plasw: - » apace. No sound vas heard. 'The
othe: . .~mained for some seconds, then

vertical

without sound.

~ the other == also
"n:riag the following two

-#.—-—#"---- .

This one stood per-
rectly =111, without any movement. The other

\f +tor some wild leaps at gpeed I bhave

leap, re flexry blue streak into space after

days the papers
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