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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORC
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

THE INSPLECTOR GENERAL. USAF
STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
WRIGHT-PATTLRSON AIR YORCFE BASE. OHIO

w asny seven vo 9D U 2 llovember 1953

SUBJECT ¢

Rawinsonde Balloon Reported as
Unidentified Aerial Cbject |
Lowry Air Force Base '.
1935 hours, 19 October 1953 |
SPECIAL INQUIRY (Aerial Object) ;

TO: Commander
Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio
ATTN: ATIAA-2C

1. Attached for your information is ons (1) copy of report of |
investigation by Special Agent CHESTER A, CUMOMINS, 14th CSI District, 1
file 24~155, dated 31 October 1953, subject as above, ‘ i

2. Investigation was initiated by the District Commander, 1l4th
C3I District, Lowry Alr Force Base, predicated upon information re-
celved from the Alrdrome Officer on 19 October 1953 to the effect that
four (4) airmen had reported an unidentified aerial object over Lowry
AFB at approximately 1935 hours, 19 October 1953,

Je lio further investigative action is contemplated, and the files
of the 1l4th OSI District are considered closed.,

L. Attention is invited to the provisions of AFR 124~1 which pro- | i
hibit relcase of classified information to unauthoriz rsons. ' 1
|

/

J

GECAGE T, KOCH, JR
Major, USAF
District Commancar

1l Incl
ROI, DO ;/14, dtd 310ct 53

ce: Dir. 0SI w/o incl
DO 714 (24~155) w/o inc
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REFORT MADE RY

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL
OPPICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

TITLE REPORT MADE AT

Rawinsonds Sallooa Ieyorted as
Unideatified jerial Objeat

inwyy Alr Forve Dase
1938 hours, 19 October 1953

~
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7 A%
!“'M‘Mmm*‘” " |
! “TATUS l
N MW“““‘““
CHARACTER |
:
1T AN ¥/ taistshae ’
REFERENCE
M
SYNOPSIS
’ -~ b}

‘e e .
Yot Ny tha dis kg AFR 20*'6' dyted 1 3"’9 >0

v XN . J . "
0204 1 arsane 72473 information

Investization initiated by District Coiumandsr. dur almmen reported uaidenti-
f1od asrial objeot over lowry .3 to the Alrdrome OfTicer at approximiely 1933
hours, 19 Oetobar 1933. Statersnts obtalned froa ai>men rflsct they saw a
1izht noving erratisally aerocss the sky. 1Light vas visibls arproxirataly tea
to twelve miautes and turned alternataiy brigzht white and yellowish, and was
noviag from a southerly dirsction acxross lowry AF3, Light clreulay in shepe
asd omitted no seund. Radiosonde Cegtion of tLhe ll-4 Vieather Letachmant con-
firmed elsasing a Rawinsonde Callooa over jowry 473 at 1528 hours, 1J October
1253, to which was attached a lignt for tmmcking purposes. 'ladiosoads Jectlon
raloased another dalloon at 0100 hours 20 Oetober 1933, which mas obgerved and
had oharscteristics of revorted object. iilng A-8 Officer, lowry AF3, rersonally

aivised of inclesed intormation.

DISTRIBUTION ACTION COPY FORWARODED TO FILE STAMP
codr, lowxy X3 .
(Aatiea) Coamander -
owry Alr JToroe Dase R
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Le This 1aveatizstion 'ms 1aitlated by the Listrial _ssemader, »ivdisated
ured jaformmtion reasived Iiva Liw Lixane Oz va 19 Untodbay 1083 Lo Lie

A 0seb Liat four ajizmen Lad rejorted aa ualdentified cerial obiset crar _owry
4By At avpreximmtely i338 hours, 19 Cotoder 1583,

2e This inwwebtimtion mme vonducted by Speelal .geats JURN Ce CAPHILL
aad OTT Ge BaTToe

Be b 2033 hours, 13 NDatnber 1353, neoial aeak CU.PBL, DUty Axeub, e
coived 4 Selenhnne call from lat L& LOAARD Le o AKT, 0 7R42038, 3415th ..ir nse
FIouD, Alxdrome Officer.on 1) Uetabar 13535, 1a whlsh he stated that aer alreea
had revorted o him timt tney had seen a Ulyiazx saucer ot 1238 hours Lthis datee.
A3 AaXT furatahed Speelal Laxeab C.eaPI33LL with notes hie lod Laken Iyom Lhe aixe
nsa @iek inaluded Lawipy danes, ranks, sarial naabders aad orqganimtions, .-
corots from Lheee nates nxw as Mmllows:

o S0 DAVID Ce SUBER, oA 13 403 513,
JA47EA Studeat auadron

A3 Jigmdd de i Ud, AF L9 459 2
Z4370h tuaet Cquadima

S0 kb e Tod GICLER, Sle, oF 28 6351 183
SeAlat tudent louadion

AJ36 WILLIGE Co JOHZ3, AZ 13 433 727
300N Studet Squadima

"lroaa JONS sizhted Tirst uhile miking zlonse aw nthary three aontion=
tax Soward object. AllL four ot tosetber and watersd. ODjoot (Lizht) noviag
vory orratioally, stomliag, 3tarting Uy aad down, Tading vory slowly, visidle
fop approximately five aiautes wiatle lizht Lrizht amd ywllowishe l2ea {'irst
sizhted wes oxtrenely H¥izht, ortd of  Awry .3 and Yelow olonis. 7bdlegt
stovped and hovered. Jeesnd %9 maikke wery slight swvemsute Appoared to be guite
low over lowry aoving ia northerly direction. o darinite shenve, !ast 2 liz:ab
vhiah 414 20d change shade, [ast saw 2bjssh disnonaur Lo arblienste "nard
372iral 20ted when disappeared. lovsd atralzhat corany aky.”

de AL avproxizately 2230 hours, 13 “ectobey 1053, Lia abdve afren dare
swmaoned Lo L8 031 ofTloe mhom Llwy oaxeouted st.tamsata aeottinz fortd Lhaip
rosmlilectinag of tw !Midente 22 Dody of Lhese atatanents are 50% orth ™mre
vatim herewitia:

Statenent of /3 DOAIR: tiawry 473, Lolerede

1) ‘etobay 1383
" Ty SAVTD 3, ['OwdR, 4/3, av 18, 503, 619, J4AA7h .tudent _ovadron, ‘owry
w33, colawado, heredy state thsbt JOEN G, CPAILL ims ldeatifiad Rimsell Co oe
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heTalis (smched);

2y a Jmetal Mpll of the Office of _reela) nveatization, "nited tates 4!y
Fovge, and Laad [ do hamby vrolantarily nad o ©y own Tree 111 "ake tha ™ilowe
1oz stateasad withoubk laving besa subjected Lo auny doexeion, ualawful {sflnence
or unlewful 1ndugsnsnt, and wlithouk any promise of roward, baneftt or any Ine
nuani %y Laving Deen Bade tsh ne:

*s% approxiaately 1940 hours 19 Cetnder 1003 Alrwmn J WS 2. L LiTIDE sane
inte Ltam lowry 23 oulsteria and auod e 9 gome outalde aand e had sowmbidng
o 29 L9 see before 1% 2ot amaye I wond outside avd .Jirmen 7an 2CL.D3 s
wolatlag up iatbo the sky and i lnohd 1Y und 3aw xhat updeared o e a lizhd
Balow Lhe odowds =hiah were ad zboul 15«50,000 Tewts 10 lizht looked ab “irst
Alze a distant shary, slear ntrest light, of a whitish onlor nitA a 21lixa
yellowish oate 10 414 o8 Clisker o salamer Dut Tucalned a steady Yizt,

IS ipokwd vory Liny Hus very zloar add vory dDrizit dHubt apoearsd %9 bHe at 2 e
readous distancee [t appearsd (o Le novicg very slowiaz ! an adpmxizate or-
thorly direection Jloa a soulherly-soubtlsust direstione. “he 1lgdt anvaured 0o
vaaiah ab about 7080 desresn Hlowntion when Iiguring 70 degrees na belap direche
l7 overheade. Ib appeared 0o Do lollowing a s»imlisg courye, ok a hard vlanzed
soizal Dub one nere of a Rajhazard drifting s»ixal witlout directions 4% up-
voared 20 rsmaln ia a suall ceatian of She aky LDafrre 1Y disappesred, ladiag
clanlr from viawe I obaerved o violant Jarks naly a oild wbbdlisge I lhaaszxd
20 sound wimtsoever sad did no% cast 23y lisht on the zyound, T smw the lizhe
Zop arpmximtely frar aimutes myself, I did not soe auy semblangs nff shape
b 1t appeazed o Do aa alrermft izt (2 Imensity and brilllanee Lub much
sanllave I sSaw 10 otiwr stars 1a the rardienluyr area 9f a3ky in wihich Lhs 0d=
jugh wmB, Chere appoured tn be dopth Lo the lLizht laasmmen a3 it 414 not vary
ia brilliange when rassiang olouds saudded over ite I 4o 2o Lhaink I8 'ms o
shary or an sirplane., 7The Siy mas DLroken with clouds drifting about; tha moon
vas Hrilliant and apypeared Lo be due southwest of Lhs 9bjeet ut 3 73=30 dsxres

alsvatione
»I am 13 years of ags and have been 1a tae UsSaZ slage ared 1333 atudyixg

cHera revaly aad 9loodMmMnizss..

*I further state Lhat I have 2wad Liis eatire statemeat, laitialed all the
rages and snrrections and nigned this statement, ond that it s oorrect and

tue as writtan,

"‘-’m* a _‘tudent :‘]uo

(. ddressen )

baortded and sworna o before Me, a Perzoa sutharized hy law
to gdmialater vabhs, Lihla 10012 day of Catober 1383 ab ‘owxy AF3,

CoLorado.

( 1:;nutm nr ﬂouon aul:ﬂauring outl ,




Shatement of A/ TR

rlowry i» Joxea aas, Colomdn
19 Catoder 1353 '

o 1' o Lahimd e JMTR-L" ‘a G’ N 1“’ ug.’ mm Rdldd!‘ ..Ji"illdmll. J”w
w3 ....rw hapeby ntate Lhab JCHN o Caw?ifl has jfdentiftod liiomels to e
08 a Jpeeial sent of tae UTfise of dowelal Tavestizations, united . tates .ir
foree, 2ad Gaap L do Lereby mliuntarily aad of 2y own five will imike LS50 "llpes
o8 atatesat without Zaving wea subjesctasd L0 aay sereion, ualuwal !afluence
ar valawfsl iaduessent, 2uad withoout gay monlsze ol reward, Lenefit, o> say v
canl Xy having been made Lo Lm:

“I wvas lanviag Liw arvios Llubd ab lowry 2, 'nbmdn, with A WS Vad oL

2% nboul 1930 hours 19 Lotaber 1053 whwa Viad SIoled vniatsd a llm in ?.ho Xy
oMt 1o nee L8 1lg was Lo t.holmfzrt.homnm welow te The mooa e
wlieady rart way up 28 tae aky bk 10 wasa't Dully risen, I Chowghbh Liat Loe
1Llcat lonked lige an alrsiaae lizht hub thea 1Y Cawmed ~ia v Lhab alrviane Lizakas
bliak cad tals »a8 4 oteady lizat, Ziad oF a yellowisheehite. 7“he Lla% aopesased
to Srweel ab 4 radid opesd Loward tae torths 1 doa't Laye any idea 23 b8 Lhe
actual belgikt of toe Lizht or 1ts 3peede (9 lickk slowed down wod came %0 9
somplete 3%09 o the L% aad adoye Lhe monn, Yut dlda't smoas Lthe ool where we
comld zeb a glicpae of »hat b wase 4 sade a cort of Rald oirels [ dnalt wealil
viaich direction, bub ostarted zovii=ensd 13d Lhea alasd albitude 223 a snlmaling
noblon and apt 12 2hat lotloa uvatll 15 faded cat of 3l3iRe 1% stayed um-;w'f.m
in car ntshl adouk 1O or 13 xnimtes Jom the Limm ve Lirst saw % until (% disane
uﬂd. a0 condition of the axy mas ilzbs slowdy with many slaasy mataebes of
a:q. i dlda't bear aay sound at all v Lhe objost ssd d1d 2ot send any Lizdk
20 Lhe zyounde 1l 18 lonied lile oo 2w was Sust & Dlod oFf 11 ak * 2an'd
aneount Tor what 1t vas, I oretly sure I8 "msa't an alrninns Lheughe 2ilas
we weze matehiag tie lizht za0tlary .iidman daxmed ONS wiltsd hy and asked ns
vha® w0 veare loskisg 1% and we told his the ligid up ia tdw aky. s sald that
he Saw L20 sane lizht come ovay tae Lorizon and had fnllovwed 1% Witk ‘Us ayes
L9 18 presenst peslitlon. I veat and 3ok Llzman VNI Tyom Lhe cafsteria dupe
ing tixe we {iet aaw %Lhe lizht and he joined @ ix mtehiag it nad celilsd the
Alrdyome Of2icer and rederted it after it disappeared.

"I am 17 7ears of ase and ‘mye bean in Lo Ildaimswu 1993 and dave
baeR otudylag oleetronies at lowry 473 2in0e auguat 1253,

"I Mzther atate 2aat T have ad this oatire statenmet, iaitialad 21l %Zhe
wiZee and Sorpvections qad sigiad L2is statexsit, 2ad thad 1% is covrest azd Lrue
a3 writtea.

Ibrim

f3f /38 Tanes

{Siznacure
2467308
\ _“ ?m ;;97 % -

Adid™es )

Lowsy .73 aaver, Cnle
UNCLASSIFIED




L4=139

- "; %3 3 ‘.;:1: [)

" Mbderided and sworn To Lafare oe Ly
A3 -‘a, f"f Mhr. 13‘5" A% #’W
J'3y Caieryado, a persaa audihorized
'by Law e asamiaister cathae.

i

3/ <2an ¢ Lconbe

amtm '-:of mmn adaiaistaring nata

LHtatenenb of A/36 VAl LI0LA JHed

nINRY ALR JORCA 333, DD ILRADD
13 Catooer 13353

"I. el ol Le Void Ie ety 46 ey AX 2&512&5’ A A1lat Ludent LSouaAdIvn, cﬂ'”
Ale Fopee Lase, Jolorade, laredy stabls thab JONN Gl CAPNNLL hes ldentifioad hime
eolf to e s a speelal .zonk of Lhe (Tfflse of Umaclal Tavestizabtions, United
Stabes ilP Doree, aad that I do horeby voluatarlily amd of oy owa f1we wtill zale
tio fnllowling stalesant without having Yeea subjesind Lo anxy vnereion, uniawml
1atlawiew Or valawfal indugsnect, nsad withouh any Troaise of rowmpd, baaafit o

2ay ismuaity aviag Deen nuds o e

.5 averoxisately 1338 hours 17 Qet 53 I csas cubt afievvice Clad 3 2%
iowpy ~43 .3 out of Lhe door Macing souths 3 I cane out [ lookad ap toward
the aky and saw a dYrizht obleant wihich looksd to e a yery dright star xhich ms
ronatiag iate the skye I Zhousat b was 20ving Pecauss T tma zoving dut when

I sentiozmd 1t %o iy daddy, .. 10 J-HI3 AGTRIM he sald to atap aad see 1f it
65111 moved, I8 stopped and 1t Lent moviag. .2 watehed Ll objlect and (4%
rounted to 3 olat where I3 apoeared %o e dirselly above ua at which %ime the
objeet stovped and just staysd whers it was. .3 we vatehsd L odlest for a
Pow doutes i Dexaa Lo move azalin alowly 13 4 artisaasterly dideation and then
12 sbomped agnia and 4 30 ANTRIS an over Lo Lhe gafl'steriag and zo8 Alran OWIRS
oub 70 look ak 1te e all Iooked at Lhe objedt fory a fow ninutes while the obd-
looh noved srmtioslly zround and then 18 started ¢n elinmd, At adout this tixe
2300 > A1 wham I Delicye to Do named JOHALS suwre up £ s and askad us 12
ne vare looking at the volect ab which he yas lonkinxy asd we ™ilied tLhat ~e
vares o8 watabhed tie odject ustll 1% fimlly disappoam™md fron sizht strmaiss
u» 12 toe aly. Dafare It dla disappesr howwsr, 1% did some trieky maneuvering
ta the axye I blinked i3y oyes 28 1t starxted in Adisapvewar and then lookad alb
Ltas nbileot azala at walch Lize it arpeared o Ve Lwm objsots DUt as my Iyes o=
Mmeused oa Lae objagt I onuld uu Lagb 1t wag just one, The gnlor of Lhe adjeeh
usoceard to be u white light, I di1d not lear any sound whataoever and I Rave ™
finoa a3 to ¢he Lelzht of 0w <hjeod 10 2he oy bBut % vas Nizh and 1% wme 12 toe
nicye it Aid not apmear to 09 lsavidg auy tmalls uad T oould 2ob. see Lhe asy (e
tall of the odjeet as tn its omtline, Lbave or fwa. ..llogetier Lhe nh'eet
abuyed 1a the vieiaity aslsven uinutes, 0o Lime I !Dow ecause 1 aieciksd 1y
vatelh mhen I first saw the odjecht cdd whan % dizanpeared from 7y visw. 70
ohiest did nok anvear %0 3bed aXy lizht o8 tde gmwuad or Muildiagse e sk

UNCLASSIFIED




vas claar ab Lthe time and L 2oon weas 14 Lhe nrocess of risiag as T do cob
reoull that 12 was 2iza 12 Che aky ab Lis Lime.s .l%er Lhe b jeed ilaadneared
+9 the Lorka, apparently straizid Lp Ia Lhe aky, adsmaa 7050 onlled The | ine
S UfT10ar and 9ported what v Lad 3990

*I aa i3 years of axs and have Dean 1a Lhe Uil 2inew tareh 1933 studyiag
2l sgtronies.

“I farther atats that I have 2ead thls antire ataterent, Initialed all 4w
;axes and corrsctions aad sizbed tala statexeat, znd Lhat id ia oorrect asnd Lrue
a3 vrittea.

~ubserided :ud awomm Lo DLaf'ors e, a4 Sersea 2utharizad Dy ‘aw o
adainister cathe, thls L7%a day of lstnber 1253 ab lowry 773, (29

tutersat of A/30 JONSIS
wilowey .73, Colaraio
19 Deotnowr 13353

‘I. ILLIAM Ce JOMM, A 50y AF 13 433 ':’l’. JA30%h Ltudean Snuadyna, LHuYry
#i3, Colozado heroly state that JOHN T CaPIdll hos 1denbifiad dimaself “n ne us
a ureelal igsat of the Ofrice of peelal Inveatizatliozs, Uniitasd Jtatea ..ir “mmee,
el that I do heroby veoluatarily and of 2y owa I3we »ill cake Lhe 2nllowinzg
atatesent without haviag Seen subjected to any coeretina, nalani™Ml iaflusace or
wilawful fadueement and withouk any proxise of rowani, bhenafit, or any iraunily
hav iag besa ade to 3e!

"a8 absuld 1938 hours 19 ODotobary 1933 I sms ad lowxy 8 nenr the marking

15t cozoas £3on the Servioe Club, saly on the far smi »>Ff the narking lot, 40»

soubhera oad of e I vmd walXing ast nod just abave Lhe horizoa I zaw a
w2itindyellow Lizid whish appaared Lo 2ot dDrighter 58 1L ook claser and arpsarsd
£ comd tomard e ab a rather unid apeode | "atoned i3 28 | vwmixed “aszt and
tima turned orth Dy the Zase Thaatre B and before 7 ot %o The Thasrre Lhe
od jeet andeared to de very bhyizid add apreared 2o stand stationasy adovs me, 3ad
chon as I started o walk of2 the lizht suddenly Leok of? “ronr a standgtill,
povliag alowly, cained aspeed and thwn stoped tende It amearsd Lo makte 3 s3lizik
tarn Lo the Jouble han the LlIxSt first steamed 12 (ke 3Ky T camawma »imnan
abria, Vad 0L amd (043 alse mtaaiag the nhjsote T hotioced Chabk the lisht
sopeared Lo ove 123 a spiraling notion, a sig-saxgiag /mpsuver vhen 1% aovnsd
tosmzd 130 mvhea I £i2st 24w 12, I dlda't hear sy 2olse vmisoever, Tho aky
vl cleudy with soms broken »lsces and Lhe =ooa wnile nok Light vas " bhluarry*.

" . --;_" W

UNCLASSIFIED




DATAZL Al UN‘-)L.AJ:)“ JRN

Ahe lighd did nof nead any Ligis *
to Tade away a8 itappeared Lo rige.s 7 4n's Lelleve It was sa nirlane nr star
nowr did i Ges oy atars la Iae sane plao. [ samw Lim llgike
"1 am 18 yvers of 29 and have Duen 1a the Uil 21%e entanber 1958 w24
a3 obuwdyiag weavong=-swehnaicn.

"I farthey astate tLaat I bavs ad thls oat're st.ut.-unt. iniltialad ull the
cAZo8 and mu- and 3ia2ed thls statenent, und Lhet 'L 13 ¢nrrect nnd Lroe
ud nritten.

ST 08ATHRA

Sudseri bed 2nd sworn Lo Lafeare M 3 ruerson authortzed by law te
adstalater nmmthe, this 198h Jay of Cotober 1383 at lowry ..¢'3,
Calomadoe

‘3{ J'\‘! '-.;gﬂpﬂ:ll; pa—
atcr.:n ot

W2 vriglaal ooplu of She above atstemsnts s betax talaed 1n Lae Mlss
of Lhls Jlatrist Off10e aad will He aqde avallxdle upoa zubloritative vquesde

Be &% 0100 hours, 20 “gtovar 1953, .ipeelal  pesd T 4”7l telephoalcally
contacled 1o ndlosonde eebion, ll-A4 esather lotachment, mm »F ane, Lo
zseeitala hathesr tiwy relsased a mentdeor mllean. /18 HOBARY BCCAN, AT 13 U84
471, on duty at the adiosonde Jection, advised thne at 1928 hours, 19 October
1983, Rlawinsoade balloon with a ysllowish lisht haazing fima Lt for trseking
purpnsds s sent up fIom tae Sauth paxt of lowxy F Dase. In addition, 10NGAN
stated that anocther dalloon hHad just Doea sant nvde Swelal suent CALPRILL meuh
Skeldeo the dulldiag aad saw a Lf1ickoring mhitliah 1izet higa 1a the oiy i3 tle
«orthwest area. t ton ampeanrsd %o chansge ocolar sligitly and to gymats adoud
we 3ky 1a 3 smell arenes CuiPASLL oalled the watier station for a Heariag and
Liay confirsed ils obesrvation ng to tim light being that attachad %o the bLale

loane

B Ca 20 Ogbober 1353, Zpeeial .geak GIT Ce DATEI peruonally advised
Camailld Vallaod Le CAIWNILL, A0 228078, =3, 3415th Tsochnieal Tralaiog ‘itag,
of tae jiaforamtian coseavsed Ly Liis offise.

CiO34D
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> Lhw e:roui und whea 1% disappeared 1L 5onear 24
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