PROJECT 10073 RECORD

2. LOCATION
Salinas, California

10. CONCLUSION WAS ASTRONOMICAL : METEOR

. DATE « TIME GROUP
15 May Sb

Reported on Newscast as definitely being a Fireball Meteor.

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS (Lowell Thomas 17 May 54)

1. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS
Bright green meteor like object greenish tail.. Descending
east to west. No sound. Exploded and disappeared.

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION
5 seconds

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
air visual

7. COURSE

Viest

8. PHOTOS

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes
DO Neo
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15 Yoy, 9L,

ported to change course after axploding.
e original ¢ntrance velocity, ungle of entry, size, and chemical

trnctur= all influwence the shape of a ineteor’s path and tts Hme of
survival, The apparent ancie of descent as seen by the chserver t &
depends on the diance wid the direction the object is moving o
roiative to the observer. When the meteor travels paraliel *o the :
observer's line of sight, it seems mach siower than when it passes :
the line cf sight at right angies. The greater the distance between !
*he observer and the meteor, the slower its anparent motion [13]. ;
;-
?;

FINAL GALLEY PROCF _ e N . | i,
Galley 51=THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 3 ¢
sbserved to ‘oilow an erratic course, produced probubly by he ir- : '
reauiar shape of the metcoric body; some Brebails have becn re- ;*

Some meteors move very slowly; traveling at an almost leisurety
-ate, they soar through the sky oo a loag, level path idmost parailel
with the earth. The slow firehalls in the great metenr procession of
1913 naintained a horizontal course uver a distance of several thou-
sand miles, from western Canada to Brazil {14).

Astronomical records show that the Zreen meteors are usuady
slow. Some 230 penons reported to the Meteoritics Society that on
November 28, 1953, at 6:30 p.Mm., a iireball moved slowly through
the skv from Massachuserts to Pennsvivania. Described as biues
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white-ureen, changing to orainge.veliow-red, it was huge, disk. i o
’
i
|
:
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shaped, and vunished silently without depositing fraginents [1, p.

273}. On May 15, 1954, at 11:2a P.M., more than 100 persons ob-
served (and rvpona') a slow-moving freball, blue-green changing
to red, ot luminosity so great that it woke sleeping people. Toward

the »nd of its conrse it seemed to stop, spiraled a coupie of times,

and then stmpiv vanished without leaving fragments [8, u, 136). by g
To summanze: \Meteurs cen ravel at low veloaues and o ape | "?1
irarentlv horizontal naths. ¥ - -q.-a;’
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The American Moteope o Society whose miemhers speeialize in
t}i(' nfliil\ of ineteors .l:!(i rostearites, tor Vedls h'l\-f' f.’”"f‘{:“‘li | -~ '
ports of oach phencimena. From a laige enousch number of zood
desceiptions of a given mieteor, astronomers cap analvze the data ‘
muthematically and determine the meteor's radiant=the point in
the Licavens from which it seems to come. The meteor 1s then identi- ’
Hed by its radiunt and civen oo AMS number. The data were pub-
lished 1y Meteoritios, the wonrnual o the society, and thus made
available for future rosearch ‘

Yhe records of the society For the vears 1yso to 1453 hist dozens of

feeballs, manv of thom zreen that were somehow overlooked by ‘
savoer cothiesiosts, O Anzast 1. 1630, dunng the maxinsam of the

Foroeid shower o blae creen hrebhadt  AMS 208 apparently oval. ,'l
Gr ciger-shap o appvared over Wasiington, Orecon, and idaho at ‘

o e and ws roported Ry more than 100 waitnesses So bnlljant
it chowod g opoticoabde skt Bew noa hoorzontal path silently

t
; ¢ b
nroke o tee oo s and disappe ved 15 p 3790

Seplernber 20 e sanie vesr Mas a big day o meteors. At

L 35 AN A ziant Rrebail  AMS 243200 ruared over southestern
(llinvis from north to south leaving a luminoas train visible in five
Cstates and itluminating the sky and countrysuis frem St Louis to
Loiusville and froma Memphis to Knoxvilie. The fnal detnation,
aver western Rontuaky, was heasd over an wea 1wov miles square

— o A

" L]
. . - " n ;& :-- t:' . W I‘ ‘l;:f__;' . » il"l’ J:l"it : ';::' _ltl.\.,'q" :t 45 P ,w,.
® -

| i ,'_'.» ' s h'-: r 2 NIX-SPEt e PP d e
Idaho Wvommg. Ltnh (‘oloudo. Arizona, and New Mexico [9, —
p. 113]. Similar fireballs that vanished without trace were reported
on September 28, 1933 ( AMS ”bl i; Octobet 4. 1433 (AMS 23700). :

“..-1-----*"“".- A\ NS 2 |

-




