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SUBSSCT: Upidentifiad ferial Phenomena
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Ls Athacned 1or yowr information are sxtracts af a report on
an unidentif'ied aerinl object sightad on 8 June l'}%, wnich wers
forvarded to this oifica hy the Commanding Officer, Rad River Arsenal,
Texarltana, Texas.

-

2. Attention :: invited to possible relation betwesn descending
movement of unidentilisd aerial object and explosion of fragmentation
cluster bomb in nearcy arsenal at approximately same moment.
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11 June 1S54

le On 8 June 1;*'—'-&.;, at 0255 hours, an explosion of fragmentation

+a2r hombs occurred 12 an sarthen revsestment in a reostrictsed amnunition

i—-u

ar2a in Red River nrsamx, Toxarikana, Texas, Two blasts in rapid succession,
with spariks ascending approximately 150 feet, left a larze hols in th
cround and scattered containers and unexploded fragmentation bombs in th
ricinitye. Debris, scattersd over the surrounding area for a distance of
500 yards, started ssveral small fires in nearby wooded arsas. 1o one was
in thne arsa at the time o1 tne explosicn, 2xcspt the driver of a patrol car,
making nis rounds, Ila was at a distance of 250 yards froem the explosion
but neither he nor ths venicle suffersed damage.
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axplosion had besn 1a2termined, but it was the opiniosn of Colonel Aldrup
that a4 minor elsctrical svorm, which was 1in progress at the time, may De
blamed, Preliminary sxanination failed to disclose the possibility
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Hocltcs, Toxas, an emgicyse of the Gensesral Supply Division, Red River Arssnal,

who i3 reported by tre Military Intelligence Officer, Red River Arssmnal, to
be reliable, saw a circular object which appeared to him to be about the si:ze
of a waszh tub ard about 5,000 to 10,000 fest altitude bus moving downvward,
traveling at a rapid rate of speed fram the northeast, over his houss, and

cn toward the southwest and the Red River Arsenal., Ths object was & bright
golden yellow, had no tail such as a comet would have, and made a Eeculia.r

sounde About two mim-tas after the object had passed from

sighv,
he heard the explosion in the direction of the Arsenal, A copy of “
statement 1s attached.




sxtract fram letter rsport from Urd Corps, Red River Arsenal, Texarkansa,
Tax, 8 Juns 1954, to CG, Fourth Amys

2 M , DA civilian emplovee of this installa=
A

. 2407
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tion, called at this of'fice at approximately 8:45 A.l., 8 June 1954,
and suomitted the attached statement,

L

De Edr.“is 8 roliable person and doss not seem to have

-

agtioc tendenciss, He was very sincere in furnishing this infor=
: .
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[he information has not been relsased to anyons sxcspt the

Ccomnending Off'icer of thils installation.
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lte This int'ormation is submitted in conjunction with an explo=
sion of a revetment in Area D, Red River Arsenal, consisting of
fragmentation clustar bombs which occurred at 2:30 A.iM., 8 June 1954,
The axplosion conatatad of two blasts in succession, with snarks
agcending approximstaly 150 feet, The explosion lsft a large hole

in the ground, an¢ scattared cans and fragmentation bambs w/f in the
vicinity of D=6 igloes Debris was scattered over Area D and 2 portion

of Area E, Ammunition storage divisions




STATEMINT 3Y MR,
DIVISION, RED ©

/s ARSEZNAL

Ly name 118

AN 2d I am smploved by anaml Supoly Divie-

sion, at present in Building 82, Ny residence is in Hooks, Texas, north

of the high Bzhool.w

since 1) May 1962 v

e

I have worked at the Arsenal 7%

1 got up approximately 1:00 A.:xM. this morring to taks the caildrem ..~

- e

to the cellar. A heavy cloud was coming ups I tock the children to th
cellar and put them to bed and staysd with thsm, 0Une was ftwo ysars old
and was going To ;3.'1.3—3;-.. Taemn 1 went back to the nouse anad stopped at the
northeast corner of the house and watched the cloud northeast of' th

house and watching tha 1.1.;;,:15:.13;5 flashe All of a sudden 1 noticed a light
low henind the clocud 1nining through the cloud and saw 1t was not a star,
;a.}.":;l':.a'..;..::i at first I thought 1T was, 1T I:ept Approacnlng I'rom the northeast
travelling directly over my residence. It cams F‘ron under tne

the cloud and
was a bright golden yellow, without any tail following, and had a peculiar
sound, It passed diractliy over my house travelling toward the southwsst
and ths light disapiw=rsd rrom my sigate 1 walksd o the nortnwest corner
of the house, watcni:: and listening, wondsring what it was. Some two
minutes after it disavwsared from sizht $here was an explosion in the
direction of the arssnel southwest of my residence, which irigntened my
wifee 1 carried her to the cellar and returned to the house to check
the time and turr. the fan off in the residence.s At that time it was 2:57A.:.
Lo Arse you familiar with & comet in the sky?

Qe I have seen two fall i:u my life.,

Qe Dis this object going over your house have & tail similar to a comet?

Ae No, it was strictly a blackout bshind it. It also had & noise and the two
canets I saw fall had no noise except for the explosion after thay had
fallen.

Le Approximately how high would you say this object appearsd to you? 2

Ae As nearly as I can guess, it was higher in the northeast and was loweringe.
Wnen I first sighted it, it appeared to be apprroximately 3 or 10 thousand
i3et nNizh and approacning from underneath the cloud. It "3 trawvslling
at 2 rapld speed.

Uid thls object rasds dirsectly over yvour house?
C ;8 did ths G appear %o L3?

o L8 nearly as I coula tell from tne ,..:_.:'":.":, L would say betwsen ths size O
a2 No 1 or No 2 washtub A8 it came owverhsad it was not more than » or 10,000
feet nighe
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Statemen'b, LI o .-...I-.Ojd Te Prewitty, 3 .une 1:7,}_}.

Qe hat was the weather condition at the time you saw the object going over?

Ao it vwa3 cloudy overhead with 2 heavy dark cloud in ths northsast thet had
passed north of us, raining some out of it.

Qe You have besen in ths sarvice?

Lo No. I wa3 called out, loaded up ready to go, but I did not goe.

Se sxactly what type of nolse was it thet the object mada?

Lo Similar To these sky rockats that zo up and maks a Shh-nh, only it wes
mors praminent and had more buzz to it

Je Did anyone else see the object?

Ae Az f_... 3 only saw the lizh%t, She became frightened from the lizht and the
explesion that followad,

p Did you mention this to anvone elss in the morning?

Ae I mentioned it to th# wen wmo rides with me, IIr. Vinite, 8 spoke ol hear=
ing the explosion and it jarred his house, but he thouzht it was lightning
that had strucke He# ws sleeping. told him about sseing the light,

I believe he saicd his w#ifs had noticed a light just befors the explosion.

1 also mentioned it to lr. Harmon, supervisor in Building 82, Hse said the
explosion rocked his house, He lives in Fast Hooks Courts, and he thought
the war had begun. s has been in the service. A4And to a disvatcher who
lives about 8 miles {rum here, He said it shook his residence. He thought
it was lightninge.

Qe When did you kmow of the explosion on the Arsenal?

Ae' s Definitely, I did not xnow until I turned in my insurence papers this

morm.ng, other than hearing A rumor of a small explosion and knew something had
blown up.

/s/ Lloyd T. Prewitt
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