PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION

1 Oct 55 Shelby, Iowa O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP | 4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Belleon
_ 5 O Waos Aircraft
Loculél_/_é.é..r__________. Xk Ground-Visvel 1 O Greund-Rodar O Probobly Aireraft
£ ¥ S B AT T D A [ LT A ) D AirYisvel O Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS 3. SOURCE 0 Was Astronomical
0 Yes O Probably Astronomical
2 No | civilian (Gw) O Possibly Astronemical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION $. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE = fapd o [y e SRS SN e P S
| | . O Insufficient Data for Evaeluation
1% hours A S to N 0O Unknown
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS
Round, é#isk, white, two small parachutes, Primary obj balloon. w/package recovered

12. CONCLUSIONS
Gtx Was Balloon

dropped no sound, observers thought they heard | Multiple sightyng

a/c, then saw objs. Faded in and out of
sight. SEE CASE FIIE. R

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP §2)
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GENCE INFORMATION REPORT
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i'jljll,ll-’,lc*f - L L e R T T — i e Sty Sl e il + SRy TP S S S i S
urc . FOOR A A S MR R T PR IR DR LSS L SR SR B RO L LT S DT L L SNTRE IR Er e O e e
ANEA REPORTED ON | | _| FHOM (Agency)
]
B e S aale C TLahatinenl ad u 6000 T80
oATE OF I.IIIPJHT DATE OF INFORRMATION t EVALUATION *‘JJ’T
S (OB AR SR A LR i Y o o R o S N e N LA
PREPARED DY (Ofjicer) > SOURCE.

NS RICCLCRS,.. Guetadn, UGAD.... . - i
lll.l'l—.nl;ﬂt:l’-.".li (Lbntn%nia#ﬁudl#e, pnﬁam ﬂﬁ. ric., ar applicabie)

_TT. D/CTNZ 679, COMDR 789th ACKM. Sq.,. Cmaha, Nekre

NIMMARY: (Iinter comecloe summary of report. Glee dignificance in final one-aendence paragraph,  List inclosvres at lower left

I CONTEN ﬂ:

.‘ Degin te=t of repori on AP Form H!—P;rl I1.)

P/RT (NE: Description of sighting by !'liss Merva Forr, Box 154, Shelby, Iows
nnd Mlsg Jenet Velpenbuch, Box 47, Shelby, Iowa, Qeeupntion - Students;

. . ArCc -
boty pirls 15; Cn duty es GOC observers. | c

|

PART TWO: Supplemen tary Invedtig;ativ_e “f{orts
PART THRFE; Commenta of Preparing Ol'f":lcr:r

"II. SUMMARY: Unidentificd flying ebiact: wnra pirhted by two (2) obrervers st GOC

obrorv'ra I&O!‘Et at Shf‘lby, Town (GI':OHEF_ O I 3331). Objectm initin] J_y UbSGI‘VGd ot
8127042 Cect 55, for m period of one nnd n hnlf minutes. Cthor objeets were ohrorv.

- ed for shert pericds of time over a pericd of cno ond & half hours. The observers
wara Mins liesaifiiesr end liza | |

*, ﬂﬂﬂﬂ = 15’ CCGUIJEthD - E‘t!j‘-‘dentﬁ,
Chelby, Iowa. The follow-up investipetion 00n31ﬁtnrl_ of o wore thernmurh intervi~w
of tho observers an? & chrck of othor PQ?"Y}‘lﬁ jerees of cetivity in the ares on

Lh’lt dute .
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

T FROM (;lgrugy] ‘ . ! REPORT NOQ, - - I
AEES * D2=UI'l 3=2=55 Part Cne

; Detq 2, H-Ea(n‘-f:' ATES - ’ | ' .PAGé 2 OF l',

PAGES

Address: , shelby, Iowa
Shelty, lowa

Oecupation: a) tudent.
b) Student

Education: a) 1st year high school
' b) 1lst year high school

Qualifications: CQC Obser'vgrs (approximately 5 months)

L e L

II, RELIABILITY: Both SCUNTES seemed very sirncere and very cooperative to the
investigator, Both told 1ldentical stories of what they had observed., Misas Farr
stated that she believed in objects from outer space, Their school teacher (also -
a GOC observer) was gueried on the reliability ofboth girls and stated that Misa
Wa a "very mature and level headed girl" but that

agdd". Definite emphnsis mist be
placed on the age and inexperience of bo+h SQ F’CES when evalnat.ing their deacription&

of the eightings.

@ % o SOURCES' DESC‘IIP"‘IO‘! OF SIG‘-T'I'I?JG A1) objects. ware aphericnlin* shape and -j--_‘;: § g AR
appeared the size of a quarter held at arms length. Ctjects were cbserved with the | | |
naked eye and through bincculars, There were no changes in characteristics wvhoun |
objects were observed thrcugh binoculare, Objects appeared to be made of some shiny,
silver material. .

The first object seen had a slightly whirling notion and moved from SW to NW.
Vhen object was to the NW of observaticn point it appeared to divide inte two separate

spherical objects and one cbject appeared to drop a parachute. The parachute fell

only a short distance and then all three‘objects disappeared abruptly in the sky,

This incident happened in a pericd of sbcut ore and a half minutes. Through the next

one and half hours five other objects were ~bcerved having the same general direction | |
and characteristics as the firct., Erch cne of these wos observed for about the same |
length of time (one and a half minntze), WNo cther object except the first seemed |

to divide or drop & parschute. 2Al)l cofjects disappearcd in the sky very abruptly,

Although S({URCES could not give the altituvde cf ob acts they stated that none ever

é came rear the horizcn, The veanilicr wes cloar with ne clouds nresent, Tenperature

:i warm, wind lizht, 1Mo sound wis 2oncecisd willl the objects and no trail or exhaust

was noted, All objcets apinzrad Lo le woviie (gpead eould "J‘J be determined),

YOTE: THIS | - CrCOE S G INEGO T AN A FCTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITLD ST/ TES Wi s 0 LG O THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 50 U. S. C.—
i AND D 600 o TRANCMY ON L THE REVELATION OF 115 CONTEMNT S IN Aty M NER TO A Llany e PERSO.T 15 PROHIBITED BY LAW.
AT G [ AT todi WHOLE (RN EFART, BY QUHER THAN UNITED STATES Alf | 070 AGUN L0 1«00 20 UEfai 50N OF THE DIRECTOR OF
Jilo [ 58 1 5

CLACLIHT M ATION) : SR AwiaT PAinTInG OPPY
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", PAGE 1 OF PAGES

SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

l, Inquiries were made of farmers around the area in an effort to find a
parachute, ‘It was learned that one had been found on 2 Oat 55 by a farmer's son.
He was located and the parachute obtained. The boy atateci he had found the chute in
a nearby field (about three and a half miles NE of GOC observation point), The
parachute was of paper and had radiosonde attached to it.| It was definitely identified
as the type being used on ardinary weather balloons., - ' e -

2, Winds aioft for tha Omaha, Nebraska area were checked and found to be
20 to 25 knots at 5000 feet. from 250 degrees, at 10000 feet 270 degrees 25 to 30 knots.
Surface winds were light, at about 5 to 10 knots. The winds were the same direction

and velocity for about 24 hours.

-

' 3. A check of-the GOC aircfaft"log' showed a totall of five plansa" in area from
012155Z Oct 55 to 012315Z Oct 55. The five planes were identified as three single
engine, one twin eng#n’é' and one multi-engine, Altitudes varied from low to very high.

|

L. A flight of two fighteer interceptors were dispatched from Sioux City, Iowa

GEOREF FJJN 3730, They were airborne at 0123452 Oct 55 and checked the area around
{Shelby, Iowa at am altitude of 1400 feet. They reported sseing nothing unusual,
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226020 A18S f
Det, 2, 460ZL Al:::... _ ! PAGE Y OF z PAGES
COMMTENTS of Preparine« 0flicar: '
Yo' - IN the oplinion af the Prepearirg CGiflesr, w2 2100300 was e bly caused
by a Radiosonda wsather ball loon for the following raascona
8¢ The recovery ot tie pirachutz apd Rod easnas piaent (dsfinitely
establlshes the fact that thz fLrtL cbiz2ct sizLtad wae u westher bslloon.

2on (protably relsascd from
up te 2 fairly high

. daveleped a leak and

stiil attached, When

h.. parachute with equipment.

b, Vaat apnar"‘-'-ntl} happerzd was Luad
Weather Station at Cazha, leur. GEOLNE i)
altitude and instead of ﬁxploﬁin;, as they ncria
' descended again with the rarachute and Radics-ndc
balloon had become deflated encugh it probably rale¢sed
' This obviously'made the balloon that much lighiter and caugse ed it to risa again, Sinece
- alr was still escaping from ballocn lt probubl" dascended again. This may account
tor the additional sightings observed after the parachute was seen.

—

c¢. The shiny, silver appearance can be attributed to the fact that these
balloons are white in color and with the reflecticn of the sun in the late afternoon
it could possibly given ¢ff a silvery appearance.

d, It must be pointed cut that although the above hypothesis may render
- some explanation of the sighting, it is difiicult to determine or explain how this

balloon always returned to the SW befere it was observed again end then abruptly
disappeared into obacnrity in t.he MJ.

| e, A.definite facfor*to be remembered 1s-the age-ﬁnd inexperience of the
observers, The idea of hawving seen the initial gighting and subsequent release of

the parachute may possibly have stimulated imagmation, whlcl:r maulted in aeeing and'
reporting more than was actually tharel pociEn . |

7 ]
HAMNS BISUHOFS

Captain USAF
AC IC

COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

Concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that the recovery of the
parachute and radiosonde equipment definitely establishes that the first sighting
was generated by a radiosonde tipe weather balloon., Subsequent sightings can :
possibly be attributed to aircraft known to be in the area of the sighting and the
nontechnical backgrouné of the observers, _

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAING INFGHMATION AFFESTING THE NATIONAL CEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEAMING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—
31 AND 2. AS AMENDCD  1TS TRANSMi. /AN OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UAUTHOR!ZED PERSON 1S PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPROOUCED IN WHOLE OR 1t PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCICS, EXCLPT BY PLRMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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