x

.1

! -; iql

-

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

.. DATE : 2. LOCATION - 12. CONCLUSIONS

' lake CTity, Tenn O Was Balloon
20 Nov 55 Y O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 YYPE OF OBSERYVATION 3, FOsstity Doloon
Local (7Ground-Visuol O Ground-Rador g g ::b:gf;'i'!: ciatt
CGMT 20 22382‘ D AirVisual O Air-Intercept Redar O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS . SOURCE O Was Astronomicaol
0 Yes O Probably Astronomical
X0 Ne _1litary and Ciﬂliﬁﬂion O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBRSERYATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Othe
1 . 0O |Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
| ¥ Unknown
4 mins to 15 min two SW to West
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING | 11. COMMENTS
2 bright shiny spherical objs silver See Case flle
and yellow, one directly in back of | UNIDENTIFIED

the other with about 5 miles separation and
2,000 £t difference in alt. Similar to
dirigibles, no sound, straight flight,
motion against wind, a/c scrambled and could
not find o bjs. Multp observers,
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PART ONZ: Description of sightine by Cavtain Edward G Denkler, 109 Arizona
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E: Aircraft Controller of the 5453rd ACET Sq. l
g PART THRE%: DNeacrintion of sighting by 5/5gt Robert E Mannineg, 653r3 AC2M I
3 Sa,, Lake City, Tenn., Se¢t "Manonineg is 22 years o.d, a high schoynl graduate and the
Security Sgt of the 6A3rd ALY Sq,
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PART FOUR: Desceiption of sighting by A/2C John J Kurcho, A€3rd ACET Sq,
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Operator of the £63rd AC’W S5q.
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I. SOURCE: Captaln Edward G Denkler

Address: 109 Arizona Street, Oak Ridge, Tennessee
Age: 135

Occupation: Operations Officer, 663rd AC&h'Sq. Lake City,
Tennessee

Education: College Graduate

II. RELIABILITY: SCURCE was completely thorough in his description of
the sighting, SOURCE was extremely cooperative and of superior intelligence.

III. SOURCE!'S DESCRTPTION OF STGHTING: SOURCE and his son were in their
yvard (QJFG b4132) when the objects were sighted at 280° azimuth and at an

elevation of 30 - 35° from the horizon. SOURCE observed the objects at
2022207 Nov 55, and was falrly certain that he observed them for 10 minutes,
The sky condition was bright twilight., The sighting was of two oblong objecty,
semi-transparent and bright orange. They were similar to a cloud 1lit up by
the sun at twilight, 'They were not con-trails although they did look like
small clouds traveling at a terrific rate of speed, moving towards and away
from ggch other on the same heading. The objects were estimated to be 8 to
10 miles apart and arproximately 20 miles away, flying west but not into the
sun. SOURCE estimalted thelr size to be between 100 and 200 feet. As SOURCE
looked at the objects the sun was 20° to the left., The objects compared in
brightness to an automobile headlight a mile or more away., The brightness
and shape of the ohi::t3 were consistent, Thelr course was erratic, and they
seemed to suddenl; sp=2d up and rush away. The objects did not give off

smoke, break up, flicier, throb or pulsate, SOURCE was falrly certain objects=f

compared in size to a half dollar held at arms length. Objects were last

sighted at 280° azimuth and did not disappear due to distance but rather due
to sinking below the horizon. SOURCE had n«ver witnessed a sighting similar
to this previously. SCURCE believed it could have been a ballosn in a jet

stream, SOURCE estimate the distance of the objects to be from 15 to 20
miles and speed to be 8C0 plus PH. ]
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I, SOURCE: Lt Martin L Anderson

Address: 5H63rd ACSY Sq, Lake City, Tennessee

Necuration:  Alrcraft Con*roller, 663rd ACW Sq, Lake City,
Tennessee '

Fducation: College Graduate

II, RYLIABILITY: S59'JRCE was thorough in his description »¢ the
sighting. SORCE was v2ry coverative and of superinr intelligence,

III, SHMES 'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOHOURCE observed +wo obijects
from ator a hill (318G 5312) at 200° aziruth and at an =leva*ion »of 272 from
‘the horizon, SNACE nhsarved the objects at 2222387 Nov 55 and was fairly
cartain that he alisrved *hem for 4 mimites, The sky condition was bright
twilight, SOKICE extimated cons'ruc’'inn of objects *n be 0¢ a light metal
sueh a8 aluminum, macnastum or titaniam; ansroximately 290 fo2t long and
1950 fee* wide; ant! #11intically shaned. The objects anp~ared ‘o be solid,

silver and vellow i+ ~o'or with edges like a brisht s‘ar. “hjects avoeared

to stand still i1 Y91 to suddenlyv sreeding up and rashing away. They did
not change brighti~  «, «shane, flicker, throb »r vulsate, During -he duration
of *he sirhting tt =+ 113 not move behind or in front »f any cloud formations,

and they were bri... +. *‘han *he backgronni of the sky. ™he objects comrared
in brightness *to an ai'nmobile headlicht several blocks awav. The objiects
were 5 miles apvart a‘*erally with a differences of 2970 f=2t in al! itude,

myerlasses were wor o vy GOURCE at the time of observation., SOWRCHW was certain
that they comnars n nize to a pea or a dime heald at arm's leneth, As SURCE
looked at them i - 43 to his right, and when they disarreared they were
at 2609 azimth a: " »levation, and thev merely faded from vision. SNOMRCE

estimated the dist:~r2 »f the objects to be 25 miles and their spred to be
920 MPH., SHOURCE had a«ver previously witnessed such a sieghting.,
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I. SOMRCE: S/3¢t Hovert & Manning

Addrass: 663rd ACSY Sq, Lake City, Tennessee

Ape.: 22

Occuvation: Security Sgt, 6A3rd ACSW Sq, Lake City, Tenn.

teluneation: High School Graduate
IT, RELIABITITY: OIURCE was vague in his descrivtion of the sighting.
SOURCY was cHhoperative and of average inte'ligence,

TIL. SOURCK 'S NESCRIFPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE obsarved the objects
while driving his automobile at *he rate of 40 MFH 2 miles (/TG LON5) east
»f Oak Ridge, Tennessaa, on highway #61 at 2722457 Nov 55. The objiects
annearad to be alrcraft of a cipar shane and about the size of a C-47 without
wings. They aprearad to be of metal constrmiction, and were Tlying fairlv high
and at a slow rata o' ap=203, The objects were brighter *han *+hs backgr-und

of the sky and comriarad in brightness to that of an automobile headlight a
block away. The ol scls ware viewed *hrough an auto windshield and had a
bright orange glov 'helr edges were lik2 *hose of a Dbright star, SYVRCE
was fairly certain ' the objects compared in size to a pencil held at
arm's length., Tha ' ‘sets geemad tH be heading in a northwesterly direction

or making a turn “..i:d *he northwest. SOURCE had never witnessed a sighting
-gimilar to this nreviously. The objects crnssed the horizon and disa ~ear=d
from view, |
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I. SOURCE: A/2C John J Kupcho

Addrags:  6H63rd ACGW Sq, Lake City, Tennessee

Age: 18

Occupation: Radar Operator, 663rd ACZW Sq, Lake City,
rennessee

Education: Hirh School Graduate

IT, RELIABILITY: SOURCE was thorough in his description of the
siznting., SOUHCE was very cooperative and of average intelligence.

III., SOURCE'S LESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: OSOURCE observed the objects
from atop a hill (GJI'G 5012). They were at 2600 azimuth and at an elevation
of 459, SOURCE observed the objects at 202230Z Nov 55 and was fairly certain
that he observed them for 20 minutes, The sky condition was bright twilight
and very clear, SCUUHCE obgerved the Evenipg Star. The objJects were brighter
than the sky baclpround and had a yellow-orange neon licht appearance with
the edges sharply outlinsd., SOURCE was fairly certain that they compared
in size to a silver dollar held at arm's length and that they appeared to ve |
made of metal. The objocts were elliptical in shape and about 100 feet long.

SOURCE was faclng southwest when objects were first sighted and when they

were last seen, he was facing west at 2659 azimuth and looking 20° above the
horizon. SOURCE csllmated the objects to be & to 10 miles away., SOURCE had

not sighted similar objects previously. > S |
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I. SY'PCR: A/2C erald T Lassi‘er
Address: O53rd ACSW Sq, Lake City, Tennessee
Age: 27

Occupation: Radar Oreratar, 653rd AC&Y Sq, Lake City,
Tennessea

: Education: High School Graduate
II. RELIABILITY: SOJRCE was thorough in his descrintion of the
sighting, SOURCE was very cooperative and of average intelligence,

III. SOTRCE'S NMESCRIFTION I SICHTING: SOURCE observed “wo objects
from atop a hill at (¥ 5912). They were at 2459 azimuth and at an alevation
nf 457, SO'RCE observad the obhjects at 2722532 Nov 55 and was certain that
he observed *hem “or 19 minutes, The sky ¢ondi*ion was bright *wilieht and
a fow stars ware observssd., The objects were brighter than the backeromndi of
*he sky, were orange in co'or, ellin*ically shaved, anmeared *o be solid. and
of metal cons‘ructisn and w2re shar»nly outlined. The objescts commared in
brightness to an automobile headlight a nile or more away. The ohbhj=cts A4id

not break up, give o't smoke, change shave, vary in brightness, “licker, *hrob,

rulsate nor suddenly suvzedup. They 4id avrear to stand still. The sky was
clear., S)RCE was ceviain that the objects comnared in size to gravefruit
held at arm's lenc'hli. “hav Tlew straight west until *hey Aisancearad from
sight., S)HUNCE was luoking sou*hwes* when obiects were “irst sighted and west
when last observed at 273? azim*h and 222 elevation, OGYRTE had n2ver
witnessad a similar sichting.

- - e = W - - =

—— —— — e EEL T T e — s S —

T e mmm————

-uln-n ~mr T A e ,ry Fer  om b ccmbalamns Talacmandlna AHarrinA e mntinrnal dafarmaa ~f the Uﬂitﬂd Stﬂtﬁl w.l.thl"n the mudﬂfﬂ‘ of the

-

b

= —r-ﬂ-‘—'_‘-'ﬁ'-ﬂ"m‘*“_-‘




» 5 "
/ : / Y
‘f P JJ . .

L_ASSIFIC ION (SECURITY INFORMATION when filled 1n)

SUPPLEMENT TO AF FORM 112

| ReroRT M. on_ymep_5_55 | Part Seven
Flight 2—3, Liéo?.D AlISS PAGE ; OF // PAGLS

PR ————— a - — - P ———— . T T o e L -- —— R —— S — i e -— - —_—— il —— e = e
R I ] i L

— e Ee— = ow ol L EE - . W
— = - B s o e - - w e R el = e e — a

ORIGINATING AGENCY

I. SOURCE: Mr“¥Ssinuasr

Address: Alexandria, Tennessee
Age: 32

Occupation:” Telephone Company Manager

-

II. RELIABILITY: Cannot be judged. SOURCE was investigated by i
Nashville GOC personnel,

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE observed two objects  at
(GJDG 5905)at 2022532 Nov 55. Length of sighting was 30 seconds. Objects
were cigar shaped and red-orange in color., Size of objects compared to a
cigarette held at arm's length. Objects were first observed at 1800 azimuth
and 60° angle of elevation and last seen at 280° azimuth and 30° angle of
elevation. Flight path of objects was from east to west and no maneuvers were
observed., Observer'!s account of weather condition was no wind, clear, fair
and unlimited celling, 5HOURCE'S point of observation was approximately 1730

miles west of the (Qak Rldge - Lake City area, the area in which the other six
observations were mide,
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

l. A check with the McGhee-Tyson Weather Station was made and the
following information was received: At the time of the sighting sky was
clear with no clouds in the area of sighting. Winds were: surface SW 8K,
5000 ft 360 deg 35K, 10,000 Ft 330 deg 40X, 15,0C0 ft 310 degrees 50K, 20,000
ft 310 deg W45K, 30,000 ft 300 deg 80K, 45,000 ft 300 deg 100K,

2., A check with the McGhee-Tyson flight service revealed negative |
observations by commercial airlines, | |

i 3« The astronomer at the University of Tennessee has no regular reporting
3 channels for information and therefore had no information. | / |

4, Knoxville Filter Center reported negative reports from observers.,

5« The 663rd ACEW Sq did not track objects on radar.

6. After visual observation 663rd AC3W Sq direction center scrambled
two (2) F-8€D aircraft after objects, No completed intercept accomplished .
nor indentification mada on the objects. }

7. Base intallipence of ficar reported negative, |
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I. SOURCE: A/EC Gordon B Jessee
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Addresa: 663rd ACEW Sq, Lake City, Tennessee

Age: 19

Occupation: Radar Operator, 663rd AC&W Sq, Lake City, Tenn
Education: High School Graduate - :

II. RELIABILITY: SOURCE was thorough in his description of the sighting.
SOURCE was cocoperative and of average intelligence, ‘ |

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE observed the objects
from atop a hill (GJF¥C 5012) at 202230Z Nov 55. Objects were sighted at
2450 azimuth and at an elevation of 45°, SOURCE was certain he observed the |
cbjects for 15 minutezs, The s8ky condition was bright twllight and a few |
stars were ohserved, As SOURCE looked at the objects the sun was in front of
him, Objects were LUlpghter than the background of the sky. The objects
compared in brightness of an automobile headlight a mile or more away, and

their edges were sharply outlined., The objects appeared to be constructed ﬁ
of metal and were elliptically shaped and solid. They were dull orange in ;
color and stood out in contrast to the sunset., SOURCE was certain that the

objects compared in :ilxe ko a foothall”held at arm'#®length., SOURCE was
looking toward the sounthwest when first sighting the objects and toward
the west when they disappeared from view, When disappearing they were .at
260° azimuth and 20Y g)levation. They faded from sight due to distance.
SOURCE had never witnaeassed a similar sighting previously.
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SUPPLFMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFTORTS:

l, A check with the McGhee-Tyson Weather Station was made and the
following information was received: At the time of the sighting sky was
clear with no clowds in the area of sighting. Winds were: surface SW 8K,
5000 ft 360 deg 35K, 10,C0C Ft 330 deg 40K, 15,0C0 ft 310 degrees 50K, 20,000
ft 310 deg B45K, 30,000 f+ 300 deg 80K, 45,000 ft 300 deg 100K,

2., A check with the McGhee-~Tyson flight service revealed negative
observations by commercial airlines.

3. The astronomer at the University of Tennessee has no regular reporting
channels for information and therefore had no information.

4, Knoxville Filter Center reported negative reports from observers.
5. The 663rd 10&W 39 did not track objects on radar.

6. After visiual observation 663rd ACXW Sq direction center scrambled

two (2) F-BED aircr:ft after objects. No completed intercept accomplished
nor indentificatior madm on the objects,

7. Base intal. -nce officer reported negative.
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i COMMENTS of Preparing Officers

E 1, There were four other sightings of this object at OAK RIDGE |
- (GJFG L4132), TENN, Questionaires were distributed to the four individuals 1
4 to be filled out., They stated that the questionaires had to be cleared by |
3 AEC security personnel before trey could be forwarded., It was understood |
that this would involve a minimum delay. OAX RILGE was called subsequently

on two accasions to request that the questionairecs be forwarded to this unitv,

but after a prolonged dulgy it was felt this report should be submitted
o~ _—
minus the aaditional cquestionaires,

2e These comments are pased upon a summary of the observations oi the
seven sources available, OSix of the sources were military personnel with |

hign school or collzge educations, and the seventh source was a civilian,

g teleplong company manager, Four of the sources observed the objects from
i a hill top, one scurce observed them from his back yard, one source cbserved
them from within his autokobile, and 1t was not dcetermined where the other
3 source was located wien he observea them, I‘ost of the sowrces indicated the '

objects appeared to nave been mace of metal, been orange in color and ellipt-

cal 1n shape, baen hpwvaling toward the west from the south-west in an ers |
ratic course and possesued a light intensity equal to thet of an aito head-
light from several Llaocks to a mile away, ©Sources indicated the objects did |
not pulsate, flicker, throb or smoke, The ovjects were estimated to have '
been in view for a minimum of thirty seconds, a maxdimum of twenty minutes |
and an average of Len ninutes, They were estimated to have been from eight |

to twenty-~-five miles &away. Their size was estimated to have been from that
of a pea held at arms length to that of a football held at the same dis
exact sizes were astimated as having ceen equal to a C-h?, 100! long, |
100! X 200! and 1,0' K 250!, respectively. Thelr spesed was described as |

having been erratic and from 0 to 900 MPH, WNo noise was heard coming from
the objects

tances

3. The long duration of observation (average of ten minutes) and the ;
shape seem to rule out the possibility of these cobjects having Leen meteors, |
Neither could the;y have been aircraft since their flight characheristics l
(e ratlc course znd spzed) were not comparable to those usually associated |
with aircraft, Also, alrcraft'would have becen picked uwp by radar, but these |
: objects were not, It is unkikely that the objectUs were stars or planets due |

to thelr size, shape and duration 'of observation. There is a poscibility |
that the objects were balloons caught in a jet stream. That might account |
for their crratic course and speed, but it would not explain their remaining !
moticnless at times, Ballodns would not give a radar retqrn unless they ‘
carried sonde equipment., All sources indicated ths ¢ was ;;oing down and
aoright twilight conaitlion existed, This might account for the oranrs ro-
I'lection observed, rowever, the shape of the objequ'would leave some qucS-
tion as to the possibility of their having been ovalloons. They were des-
cribed as belng ellipticzl or cigar shaped,

= o - ey W




¢« CLASSIFICATIQ

GRIéIN;'I:IHE.AG ENCY _RLEFQRT NE——Z B-:er_?o:é _5 _55 Pa.ft Nin@:
Flight 2-B, 45602d AISE

(SECURITY INFORMATION whan filled in)

b

SUPPLEMENT TO AF FORM 112

#*-—_——-“"——-ﬂ ol il SRR W e

e op S F e em——

= - e

= —— — . h e

PAGE {/ OF 1/ PAGES

- —— i . 8

— S— i — - — A — S ————— | L . —

e — ——— T < S ———— ¥ T W S — — i T ——— i —— E— e . i il

pept optical or weather phenomena., They would have no restrictions as 1o

would nct necessarily have shown returns on radar. They are probably more |

COMMENTS of Preparing Oificer (Contd):
4o These deductions seem to eliminate all of the possibilities ex-

size, shape, length of observation, course, spced, color or distance, They

common at the particular time these aebservations were made, since the sun

was low on the horizcn and some stars could alrcaqay be observed. It was ‘

indicated in the initial report that interceptors were sent aloft but re-
ported negative results. This seems to substantiate the premise that the |
objects were some type of phenoména rather than material, The preparing _

officer believes that bhis lafgter solution is more feasible than the formFr 3 ‘

S0 11..11:; iOIlS »

 Rhstlh B ol VT l
£y, SIDUEY STEIN
/ Capt., USAF

0IC Flight?2B

COMMENTS of Approving (fflcer:
- &> % |
Further inveatipative efforts revealed the presence of two temperaturs
inversions (surfaca to 2,000' and 11,000! to 13,000') in the area of the

eighting at the time of the sighting.

It is the opinton of this headquarters that the sighting was probably
caused by ths viewing of the planet Venus through the above mentioned

terperature inversions,
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II. SUMMARY: UFOB sighted at approximately 202220Z Nov 55 by six
members of the 663rd ACiEW Sq Lake City, Tennessee (GJI'G 5012) and one
civilian telephone comparny manager from Alexandria, Tennessee (GJDG 5805).
Information contained in this report was obtained from the persons observ-
ing the objects and from an investigation conducted to determine the
possible cause of the sighting.
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III, INVESTICATORS: T/Sgt XE!NETH D REGISTER AF 34188361 |
T/Sgt JACK B TUCKER AF 20957239

 Abrnstl, 5 Nepils 7397

e STUNEY STELL
V/ Captain, USAF
O1C Flt 2-i
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APPRCVED:;
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. HN M WHITE JR
O INCLS. Colonel, USAF

Commander
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