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SUPPLLMENTARY INVESTIGATLIVE LEFFORTOS:

™ @

1. A check with 655th AC&W Squadron at Watertown, New York, ravealed that
SUURCL'S report was the only one received pertaining to the qu~+Lpr of this ob

Also, 055th AC&VW Sguadron indicated that radar re sults of object were negative.
Identification and interception action taken by 655th ACLW qudd”on was, E%TO’

stive. No aircraft were in the area at time of sighting, according to 655th,

1eCTh

ni; A

2. The information received from the U, S. A. F. Weather Offlce
A. F. Station, Syracuse, New York (6JPP 5204) indicated wind velociiy 1n degrees
and knots as follows:

Surface 2500~ § 20,000 - 270°- 60
600017 2500 = 15 ;o 000 - 270-100
10,000 260 - 25 50,000 - 270 - 20 -
(The above consbtituted the winds at approximately 11/0130Z Mar 56)
At 11/0130Z Mar 56 the ceiling was 20,000 feet, clouds broxen; visibility fifteen
miles plus. q
3., A check with Howard A. Scott, CAA Routing and Control Station at Watertown

Airport (GJPP 5858) indicated that no unuoual phienomena were observed in the area

at the time of sighting. Mr. Scott further stated that he was using the celiling
tight just prior to sighting time, but did not belleve that 1its TuflGLuLOH would

3
give a facsimile of- mentloned obdect with the ceiling at 20,000 feec 1-111,”
‘] stated that smzll helium balloons were dispatched from tnis statiuﬁ twice
but their size is relatively small and these balloons were not illuminated,
5., A check was made with Dr. Fredrickson of Syracuse University Observatory,
Syracuse, New York. Dr. Fredrickson stated that Venus is always seen in the
western sky, normally no higher than 45“ from the horizon. Venus sets between
0300Z and O4LO0Z at this time of year. Just prior to sestting, Venus appears Lo
become reddish, similar to the color of the sun, when 1t ueuq. Venus 1s the
brizhtest object in the sky (excluding the moon and sun) and is often seen by
layman as unusual phenomencn, due to its brilliancy and apparent largeness.,
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1, Preparing Officer concludes that this sighting was probably caused by the

clanet Venus for the follovwing reasons:

a, All observers sizhted obiect in the western sky, no higher than 5+
from horizon, which coincides with the appearance of Venus, Venus always appears
in the west ab tnls ti_ff.ﬁ. of year, not far from the horizon, and sets in the sane
direction early in the evening. \aea Part Four, par. l)

consldere e object very brilliant and closer than a star would be, noboay left
‘he household to view it; nor did anyone seem alarmed aboub 1it.

> o ﬁEafh observer was eitner vague or contradicted the other in their
answer te Lhe size that the objecu ap, -:*:*:-.r‘ed to them,

1.1' - L . g L* - '-u - . #F . -l - 1" . P ] | e ‘*\ f ::4-‘ " 'F‘:"' gt
d. Radar paintings of object were negative as a. ,emphed by the 655th ACL:

Squadron, Watertown, New York, (See Part Four, par. 1) 7

e. A check with CAA Routing and Control Statlon at iatertovm Airrort,
revealed bhat no unusual phenomena were observed in the arca at the time of sighting
(See Part rour, par, 3)

£. Weather was described as clear, 20,000 feet ceil
e

ng, clouds broken
with visibility of fifteen miles plus. (See Part Four, par.

L .

)

)

g. Tine of observation as stated by SCURCES, ranged from ten minutes to

thirty minutes. All observers were certain of thelir respective answers,

T ossto 7,5&1-4?;‘

JAMES F. BARTCHN
2nd Ltn, USATE
Asstt Officer in Charge

COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

Tt is the opinion of this headquarters that items la through lg, above, and
the desc Dtlons of the object definitely indiecate that this sighting was a mis-
interpr atation of the planat Venus.
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h. All obsérvers viewed cbject tnrough windew glass and did not go outsic
' tter view of object would help to identifly 1t. ilkuﬁ.-a, all deff'“ra
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