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. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
' O Was Balloen
N S - ~ O Probably Balloon
= O Possivly Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP l l. 'I'YPE OF OBSERVATION
local —night | & Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar R iy P
GMT O AirVisual O Air-intercept Radar O Possibly Aireroft
5. PHOTOS JURCE O Was Astronomical
O Yes O Probably Astronomicadl
ONo Civilian O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other
Insufficient Data for Evaluation
: 8 Unknown
not given one descending
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING | 1. COMMENTS
Star-like obi1 sinwlv descending near No duration, speed other than
Deneb in the constellation Cygnus, winich slow, or enough data for
at this time was low on theNW horizon analvsxq. Case condidered as
Obj had briiliance of lst mag star, insufficient data.

Dimmed as it J2sc2nded Xk disappeared
behind trees, Did not apeear to be buprn-
ing, not a meteor, not oscillating like
ol
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Editor Time ' i e
New York

Dear 81ir!

There are some strange goings-on in the evening amd night
sky above Houston.

On the night of January 3, my wife and I, upon returning
from a visit to a bookstm—%, Ese‘rved a star~-lile objeat slowly

descending near Densb in the constellation Cygnus in the low North-
western sky. <his object, with the brilliancy of a £irst magnitude
star, dimmed as it sank, becoming barely visible when it disappeared :
from view behind treetops. It did not appear to be a burning:ob ]ecr.,..‘-.J

such as a gas-filleud weatly r balloon. It derinitely was nct a shooting
star or a me teor.

2 i , _C,t.'_“'_‘z.@-'--*é“i ~“ S
m late afternoon of January 1<, just before dusk, I was
searching the western sky for a glimpse of the planet Mercury. 1
could not see Mercury because of the brilliancy of the sky (the sun
had set) but my attention was attracted by a brilllant, orange colared

but did not appear to be approaching or even moving, except for a
perceptigble domward drift. I declded it must be a burning plane, but
I could see no smoke. I raced into the hows e for my binoculars (7

powers) and shauted to my wife and dnupghter to aec: the spectacle.
They ran outside (also our maid and neighbors from noross the street),
and we all examined the objeat intently through the glasges.; ‘{h
object definitely wqs burning (my wife called 1t a rui‘t)':”‘*lt"'WQ “a
mass of flames reachling into the air almost as high as the object wmas
longe The flames were higher on the left side (south) than the mmmmh
right side, This obpct, too, grow dimmer and finally, aft r about
six or seven minutes, sank out of sight, We judged 1t to be about
10 to 20 miles away. If it were that far, the wing ap ad st have
been at least 150 feet, Later, my daughter, ago P:E? EZ':J plctures of
it, independently. Her drawlng was remarkably llike fuins * f
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ob ject which, at first, appeared to he a glant muiti-motored plane;ér /f-'\L)
1it by the rays of the declining sun. It grew brighter for a few minutes,



15 These two celestial oscaurence should have been sufficient
8 hold us, but mutm no: 5

n the nightof January 14, I was in my back yard about
10:30 p.m., 100king at the s tars through my 4-inch telescecops. At
that papticular momeént, I had stepped away from my scope and was looking
in the direction of Gemini (Castor and Pollux), when suddedly four
oval=shaped objects, one-behind the other and in perfect formation,
flew across my 1ine of sight, very low. ( would saw under 150 feet.)
These objects were not lighted at all, were geayish’in color from
the l1ights of the city (the moon was not in the sky). <+hey were flying
exactly uniformly in speed, at less than 200 milss an hour, I would
say, if the objeots were as low as they appeared. In less than

oné minute, they disapp.-ared from sight. As a guess, I would say

that each oval was perhaps 90 to 40 feet in dlamecter. Beocaus® of their
exact flying speed in relation to each other, it is possible that each
was a ttached to the same long object which would be invisible if it
were papinted bleck (like gondolas under a dirigible). No sound mmmin was

audiblﬂ' not even a murmur.
My private theory 1s that Ellington fisld, about 20 miies

southeast of my house, whare many jets are in opcration, knovs something
about these objects. If they belong to our government (pdwer without
sound or limtaj and perfect manueverbility) we've got the next war

wOon .
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l, -~ Subject report has dbeen reviewved, There appears to be three unrelated

Suggestions upon vhich to base a reply:

a8, Air Zorce receives a mmber of reports from amateur astronomers or
persons having telescopes vho ask the Air Force to explain or identify

~ .obJjects or lights which appear strange to them,

b, Without photographs and accurate azimuths, elevations, bearings,
ete., coupled with exact times, identification based on the ocbserver's
own description is dAifficult, if not impossible, Amateur and
professional astronomers and sky observers almost invariadly provide

=, this data without request. M-y only provides general
/ - directions, if at all,

¢, /January 3 sighting: Ve believe object wvas a bolide - a mmber
v vere reported during that period.
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d, January 12 sighting: We have no report of any burning object ~—~—~—~ —

in this area, If, as source states, all the neighbors observed
the incident, why was his query not addressed to his local police,
firement, press, etc.,, instead of to the Air Force through the
editor of TIME magazine,

e, Jamuary 14 sighting: It 1s believed that the objects cobserved
through the telescope were jet aircraft at high altitude, They
: oftan give the appearance described,
£, Although not conclusively identified as yet, data providca. vill
- =< be used as part of owr continuous study of aexrial phenomena,
-4 followed with a statement of appreciation for reporting. |
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