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. DATE 2. LOCATION 122 CONCLUSIONS

O Wos Balloon
4 Jan 58 VXL ' O Probably Belloon

a2 e b e s A — X
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possioly Balloon

Local dawn X Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar gx :::b:;; ;rfi'rcrdf
Possibly Aircrafe

GMT 0 AirVisudl O Air-Intercept Radar

3. PHOTOS 3« SOURCE Was Astronomical
QO Yes Probably Astronomical
C i Vv i 1 i an PO ’.ib'Y Astmnomicd

WNo

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVYATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE Other
Insufficient Data for Evaluation] |

; Unknown
O mins one U O

W

10. BRIE® SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS
Rpt of strange a./¢ w/aerials about Dbhservation of one of the new

shape & size of strato-cruissr, Ohser+ WR-2 type a/c w/radar search
ved at dawn, aerials, A/C has same general

confivuration as a strato-crulsery.
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Jrigrt-Pattersor Air Force Base
Dayton, Chic '

Gentlenmen:

After spending the night of January 3rd at t:e Sleepy Hollcow
lotel in Mankato, Kansas, my wife and I -iotored east on
Highway 36,

I started out witr tire headlig:ts on but switched to tk: parke-
ing lights after a few milss, We were driving at anproximately
60 miles per hour wren my wife said, "What isthat?" and
motioned to the rig:t.

To say I was surprised at what I saw woulc be an understatement,
At 2bout LS decrees to the rignt and at a distance . ticugrt

tc te less than a nile trere wes an airplane arnd a large cne,
Possibly a stratc cruiser, It appezred tc be in flight not

far above tre rorizon, and I was afraid it would lard before

we 2ot to @ noint where we could take a good picture, and we

é¢rcve vossibly 3/u of 3 mile before stcpping on top of a low
hill,

Wrz- was sco astound ng stbout ti Is plene was its avpearance.

It was entirely a lumincus r=2 in color and tie cutline of
ite form was clear, =XxXtendinz above ti 2 cockplt tc a3 dis-

tarce equal to tiat from tr = ccckpit tc the nose of tlre

&

nlzns was 2n aerial witi a wiite ligrt at the tcp. The aerizl
was nct red or luminous but its form was clesrly outlined,
wren we stcpped we cculd see this t tre plane was not flying

but was stationary atove t:e horizon,

Betwezsn t. e point wiare we first saw tre plane and where we
stovved my wife had b:=en 'j: sting tre camera for a picture.
As we stopped sre lowersd t:2 window and got tie tarzet
ceritered wren sie said, "I've gsot tris adjusted for a moving
ocbject sc I'd better readjust it."

v ile she was dcing ti.is I saw that anoiner aerisl extend::d
up haif way from tre cocknit tc tie tal! but was not lirnhted
at its tip.
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pase 2

Before srie could get rer camera focused again I saw that t:e
nose of the plane was disaocpearing and tolc her to hurry or
she would be too late tc g2t 2 picturs. She lcok::d ann
raised the camera but didn't tate tre picture as tle plane
was disappearing in a: irregular line ancd continuesd tc do
s¢ back trrounch the cockpit and finalily through tre tail
until all tiat was left was the white light of the aerial
which sltowed for a few moments and then was gons.

The sky wes clouded in that direction and only two lines of
ligrt frortrhe sun could be seen after t:e plane disaopeared.
Cne was in line wit! tre spot wrere the plane had been ard
tre cth:r farther abov the horizon.

The time lapse from wren we first sig!ted it until it dis-
apreared was several minutes, possibly five.

Wrat w=s this phenomenon?
what caus:d it?

Are trers plarnes existenece which have aerizls similer tc

r s
tre ones mentionad?

17 wr2t we saw wes Ui 2 image of a3 plane wrere wes tre original

lceat =37

Fave "cu received any reporis from others who saw tris object?

Trank you for any inferraticn,

Raspactfully,




Dear Mr.'

This is to acknowledge and thank you for your
letter of 20 January 1958 addressed to Wright-Patterson
Alr Force Base, Ohio, concerning an unidentified flying

object.

The object you observed was probably one of tke
nev radar-search ajircraft designeted WR-2. This aircraft
has the same general configuration of a strato-cruiser,
as pentioned in your letter.

Por your information illustrations of this type
ajreraf't are inclosed, togsther with latest Department
of Defense Fact Sheet cn this subject, dated 5 November

1957.

Thank you again for your interest in this subject.

Public Information Division
Officed Information Services
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