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MEMORANDUM FCR: ASSISTANT CHIEF CF STAFF, INTELLIGENCE, USAF
b ATTSNTICH: TForeign Liaison Branch
'; SUBJECT: Report on Ubservation of Fhenomenon
The attached lettar from the Australian Joint Servise Staff
dated 28 A.pr:l.l 1958, file 28/1/47, with "Report on Observation of
Phenomenon” incloaed is forwarded for your information and
retention.
FOR PHE ASSISTANT CHIEZEF CF STAFF, INTELLIGENCE:
2
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a/s _ / Colonel, GS / _
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Department of the Army,

The Pentagon, .-
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“7% - REPORT ON OBSERVATION OF PERNOMENON

73 f‘-_‘ Biclossd hsrswith_fsr your inforra*ion and retention is a
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*;Téﬁbft'b? a ship'stastsr'on‘a-phsnomsnon‘Observed during a passage from

i Por','t.‘?‘-dl‘}incaln-(South mst;'siia) to Melbourne, Victorla.
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On Pagsags Port Lincoln to Melbourne Lt e e AR
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RFPORT ON OBSERVATION OF PHENCMENON a-;ﬂ_,.@,;:’-»—'—w
Obgservers:- th ‘w{  Second Officer Pogition:= Lat. 36=35 S.
. ' iR, Chief Engineer Long. 133=54E.
Fifth Engineer Course 142 Trus,
Speed 9.5 Knots.
A=2ather: s
Wind. South. Force 2, Bar, 20-98" Alr, Tamp. 78. Sea. Temp. O4. -
Rafraction: Abnormal. Cloud. Alto Cumulus 2/8. Height, 10,000 feet.
Visibility, Plus Thirty miles, s | R
VN oA R aehned.,

At 1400 nrs., G.M.T. 8th. Eebruary 19537dﬁ1i3t in the above

nosition a contrail was otserved to form at atout 50 degrees altitude and
hearing 290 degrees from the snio. ™e contrail develoved rapidly passed

over the vessels zenith and faded ocut atv atout A0 degrees altitudie and

baaring 110 degrees again reformed at about 30 d=grees and finally
disappeared at ah altituds of about 15 degrees on the same bearing, and in

4 direction sver the township of Kingston. W IR T TR Jan ol o
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The contrail ‘apoeared .to originmate from some fast moving body
and the heizht was estimated at plus 50,000 f2et., The contrail remained

viéfble"f@f;gpmg;thiifﬁ;iiiﬁtéﬁfgradually disversing with the efluxion of

tire, it was white in colour.
e
R q{”*The secord officer likened the contrail to the trails left by
7.2, rockets when launched having observed such launchings from the North Sea
iuring 1944.

Abnormal refraction was noted 2t the time of ocservation, the

"Take Iyre" bound on an opnosita course Was first observed well below Lhe

Se8e
+this wvessel was seen to De inverted. Later as TWO

horizon and the image of

=radually fading as the vessel came mll up on the horizon,
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