PROJECT 10073 RECCRD CARD .

1. DATE 2. LOCATION | 12. CONCLUSIONS
| (0 Wos Balloon
19 Feb 53 |__Topeka, Kansas [ Brebetty Baladn
3. DATE-TIME GROUP | 4 TYPE OF O3SERVATION | e b gk by
o : 'O 'Nas Aircratt
l.ocai L Ground-VYisual 0 Ground-Radar '3 Probably Aircraft
CMT 19/22007 O Ai~VYisual O Air-intercept Radar | O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS 8. SOQURCE 0 Was Astronomical
O Yes 2 Probably Astronomical
211 No Military 2 Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERYATION 3. MUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE ' I {3 o0 S R R L M S
‘O lInsufficienty Data for Evaluation
g 0O Unknown
| 1-2 secs one downward
10. BRIEF 3UMMARY OF SIGHTING |11. COMMENTS
comet-1like falling obj, orange flame, |Probably accidental release Ol
size of dime, Appeared to have tail some obj fm a/c, Possible day-
four times diameter of obj. Appeared |light meteor, possible burst of
-0 dislintegrate, WX balloon., Ob3l evaiuated as no
threat. Case considered insditi-
(s __'ﬂ.+ 13:15-.:“
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
ﬁ"}ﬂ '\ C. H‘i"{\f IC, j\l_q #_‘n!hjf“,tw% Ohr ,‘:,

SECTION OF UPPER ATMOSPHMERE STUDIES
IGY OPTICAL SATELLITIT TARALS hhu PROCRAM
80 GARDEN STREET

CAMABRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

' T"Li’( :;J") | Q5
Ca.ptain George T, Gregomj |

- Hgtrs, Alr Techn...ca.l mﬂllﬁgenﬂe ”M&‘t 4
i Box:9307 - i
a2 10 wr:l@t-htte rson Air Porce Ba.ae, Cehio

' 'Dear Captain | |

TN - 2 {’,_~_._. 4 -"'—-;.: -J .'1 H..‘:-' o a2y - v- | > . _
i.:, ' ’ now have ha.d a chanoe to lc\c}r tu.,_ oug,:“ all the “e:port-% pou

- sent, and the one co“cerning the !s satellit emij ce Es.;.gu'r}ng .f
| fauall 3% -

ment. , It clear that this Cl’:r‘:.ﬂﬂ ""ut REve begn any of 1 ..LE %y
4ean aatelli 8, nct only because of the =2xcegzive bLrightness, b
because no American satellite at present cculd he asen approach

“v- . from the northnehﬁt; at the latitude of Denver, Op april 30th tr
g _'7,:-;;.7.‘.:.~-_wer'e no known Russ*an Sputnik's up, but svern ha-d there been 1T
i almost incomceivable that objects tras bright would escape rotes
L tion by ocur Moonwatch %teams, This is a ¢o r: 80 ?f"""f"?'" s0. “hat
I wish I had the time and\the opportunity tc t
officera., It could be that in casual gdnversation
be Dbt-alned which is *‘xo*' &pp& nt i;/..,um.. v*epc:r.*t.
I had an experience the ct.her/ night whizh may bear on this, _
| Y had been instructing my young Cadghter in figzuring sidereal f:me.
and we had gone out on the lawh to chesk sur ~ail~ilations when
there cam along a sputnik-iike o je~f~-&ccrrc:* brightneas, czcrrect
speed, c¢orrect color, and I amat stood Magzrast, There was no |
sound, A few mirmutes latér another such cblect came througn in

b
—.

another direstion, and chen a few mimtes still sancther, on the

third one I was able zb detect over amblient noizes the scund ol je
moLors. Lights were/not blinking. If the t**ﬁ\nbﬁect had nct
gone through I might honestly be puazzlgd to this \jay as &0 wheltier
I had seen an unknown satellite, I didrn't kncw thatl Jjetls ever

carried such 1lights. ¥ N

“ It is almost inconcelvable twc such experiesnced ;‘E\fi-:-s}- rg ocould
nave made the mistake I had firat !l'*ii.de 2 but stranges things ¢ "sp-
pen, In the wmeantime, I aum ha ving this observation cheecRed agsin:
all other "unknown Bzmnnm “ that "1*';.1"" CORMS 1I0WM Tilme o gime e
ported; - \’

.L."l
1 “

N\

' 33 to the other cagses, whizh I am returning (I will reruma i’
Denver case very soon), e Qaptﬂiqlv secem tc have & fine banin O
meteor observations--five of them. Two others remsin: one, U \

sblect that was seen the same time on two nights juat pel
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e o ‘--.‘.:: A ' AT | | £&a Al S v 3
SRR O $pcn ety | - . J. Allen H; "o W

(DQI’.....“ f’: f' :"m raoing Cwlliight had already bezun), Vegsa wazm, as v
2 3 . QAN EA_WaAR, A3 you
387y IRar L& "‘ odnt of sighting but it sssxms—-boTmMe that 1t was
lﬂ L } .I.ﬂ ~ '-’r-h““:;" M2y -:: Y2 PEOIN 2y PRy . Tae o F 2% L R T . N T, ey e B e o T wre
Eﬁ .‘;.‘ae e ﬂ-r'l 3"5-*- )4 5 tated ) e Ad Avor b ¥ oy KO o Aa bt ok b o e at V'O A o, s an s e ™
agular object in the sky-afi that tize tur, unfortunatsly, in the
e > b 44 Ty o e g
- “ e * i 1 - —— r
sou“cheaatsm axya e olanst Venus. was at its brigntest in the
ol
pre=-sunrise gl and I know from past eXperienge how sasily it
e S | 48 P
e el e
can be misvaken for arr unknown object. My anly reddtion-ds ¢
: m
‘ t %1

m i
quesiion the stavted position and to consider the poss
14': waa Verms o '

Ths case of the "daV1ignt meteor” 1z greatly amblguous,
While & daylight firetall eannc * be ruled ovt, I would myzelfl -
favor the ageidental releass of SOme ﬂhﬁﬁz‘ f'rom aﬂﬁqMJWW%J”' How
every mich hinges on the statement '"orange flame”, If 4t really
Was flaming.thenk¢t locks as though we nust aceredit thiﬂ to a gdan
light meteor, If the: light was simply a bright refleation of sun.
1ight, then we have the othsr paanﬁb 1ity. In either case, ﬁnﬂrﬂ,'
is nothing hostile, and I say to this "4nsuffisient information o
be able to distinguieh between dayllignt meteor or obleet falling
from gaircraft”, I don't think it is worthwhile to pursue t?ﬁ Ors
although I think 1f I ¢could talk toc the :hmp a betCer analysis
might be made, It just oacurs to me tha p&bhaps the object m
have been a burst weathsr or cosmic ray ba.llr::rmﬁ mt the refl
tion from the trailing material Ev..‘:‘-cﬁ.?.‘.‘:";.ti..;.g for the: "t241 four
the dlameter of object”, In fact, I think this 1is a distinct
poBsgibllity since it oocurred in 1'he neighnorhood of the mi:j*ipa‘
airport from which, I suprose, b»allioons are launched B
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observation was U:00 p,m., their time which, T believe, 43 avcub
the time of such launshings. So, three possibilities: da}lig“ﬁ
meteor---part of aireraft---burated balloen, All harmless r~ut, I

now tend (7 prefer the .Lattrer*.

T am logking rcmrd to visiting you in }muﬁ new m.,. arters---
I h0pe in early June. 3

RS B e G MRS Sy 1 R R . Cheers
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