PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. ' CONCLUSIONS
. : . 0O Wos Boll
19 Nov 61 Mackinaw, Illinois O pf:bﬂf.fg';“m,,

‘3. DATE-TIME GROUP

4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

D Possibly Belloon

Was Aircraft

L.ocal X1 Ground-Visual O Ground-Rador Probably Aircraft
GMT T v O Air-Visual » A*ir-lniercepl Radar |V Possibly Aircroft
S. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE 0O Was Astronomical
OYes D Probobly Astronomicaol
R D | ' '
i 0O No ! e : Civilian R Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE i Other_Panda Bear refu=ling
O Insufficient Data for Evulu&_'__
3-4 min, Generzally E T

M A — . . — — -

11. COMMENTS

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

¢ nen plowing field at night noticed bright It is concluded that sighting resulted
Light in SW., They stopped tractors to watch when 2 refueling mission occurred in
Light and observed it to break into numerous Panda Bear refueling sector. Pattern
octher lights. These lights faded in and out of' lights described by witnesses was
7ith no apparent pattern. Cluster of lights probably those of tanker. Direction of
noved from AS 230° elevation 25° in a straight| Pandza Bear secotor parallels that of :
iine to and elevation of 20° in the E. Lights| course taken by UFO. Is no evidencé
gu;t faded out of sight in distance, Duration |available which indicates objects seesn
3~4% min, are lnterplanetary space vehicles op
th :

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 25 SEP 52)




169tk Tactical Fizhter Squadrom (3D)
UHITED STATZES AIR FORCE

Pooria, Illinods

R T0
ATTN OF: Intellizencs Sestion

SUBJECTs UFO Psport Cheok List

T0s TPersonnsal Concerned

The following report is submitted in accordance with AFR 200-2, dated 2 Feb 60:

A, Deserintion of The Object(s):
(1) Shapes BRIGHT LIGHT, CIRCLILAR

(2) 5ize Compared To Knowm Cbject: WICKFL
(3) Color: YZLLOW & WHITE
(4) Iumber: ONE, BUT 370K% UP INTO SFVERAL - 12 03 MOR

(5) Formatiom If More Than Cne: AFPTZ2R BZBAK-UP, QUGHLY CIACULAR WITH
ONZ SMALL LICHT TMILING AT SAMT SPETD

(6) Any Discernibls Features Or Detalls? THZ LITHTS FLICKSAED IN Al ODD
SEQUENCE AND THE TPAILING LISHT EMITTED SPARKS

(7) Tail, Trail, Or I’xhause, Including Size Of Sames Compared To Size OFf
Cbject: SPAZXS ONLY FROM TPAILING LICHT

(8) <owmmd, I{ Heard, Doscribe Sounds ¥OT UNLIZE J°T SOUND BUT VXX LOJ
PITCHAED AND RUMBLING

(9) Other Pertinent Or Unusual Peaturess: WARN FIAST SIGHTED THE OBJECT
WAS STATIONARY AND MADE IO SOUND. SOUND STARTED WHEN O3JRCT BROXE UP,

3, Daserintion Of Course Of Cbject(s):
(1) YWhat Pirst Called The Attention Of Obse
OBSPIWR2AS .. S3aT AND A2C
A PIZLD AT WIGAT NSAR THRIXR HOMR, P2I02 TO ®BTUXS

r(s) To The Object(s)?
HWEMR PLOVING
12 AOME

ASKZD gl WHAT THR BRISHT CBJECT S.W, OF THRIR POSITION WAS? <wniiiins,

THOUGHT IT WAS THE PLANST VPNUS, AS THEY DISCUSSED IT THE OBJRCT BADKR
SUDDEMLY INTO A DOZEN OR MOAR LICHTS WAICH MOVED A3 A UMIT FASTWARD

(2) Angle Or Flawation And Azimuth Of Tbject(s) Whan Firast Chserved:

APPX 20,000 FEET AT AN ANCLE (F AO0-50 DRT ZLIVATION S,W, CF TH3IR POSITION

(3) \ngle Or RFlevatiom And Azimuth Of Object(3) Uron Disappearancas
20 B2G ZLBVATICN E,S,BE, CF THRIA POSITION



(4) Discrepticm Of Flizht Path And Maneuvers Of hject(zs): STMAINHT AND
LATSL AT YICH SPERD

(5) How Nid The Object(s) Disarvears STMICHT OUPT OF VISIBLE 'ANGE
(6) low Long Was The Cbjest(s) Visiblss FOUR TO FIVE 1INUTES

Ce Manner Of Chservation:
(1) How Was The Cbject(s) Observed: NAKED EYS

(2) Statement As to Obtisal Aidss NONE

(3) If 3izhting Was ade From An Adrora®™s llote The Following:

a, Type A/C: WA

be Identification Number: N/A
ce Altitudes H/A

de leadings N/A

Speed: MN/A

Te Hons Stations N/A

De Tims And Date OFf oi?ht}ihﬁfl
(1) Zulu Time/Pate Croup Of Sishting: 2005452

(2) 1ight Conditioms: CLEAR SKY, BRAITHP MOON

7, Locatioa Of Observer(s): FOUR MILE =, AND ONE MILZ 8, OF MACKITAW, ILLINOIS

Fe mr;emtifying Information On Chservexr(s):
(1

JRP ENGING MICHANIC
Cstimate Of Beiabilitys VR 400D

(2) Mlitary - Hame: WiERSneuiii:

Crader AZC
Orzanizatioms 169th TFS

Dutys JET FNGINT MECHANIC
Estimate Of deliabilitys VEX¥ GOCD

Je Usather & Winds-Aloft Conditiomna At The Time And Flace Of Sizhtingss
(1) Cbserver{s) Account Of Veather Conditiomsas CAVY

d, Any Other Umusual Activity Or Conditiom Meteorolozical, Astronomical Or
Otherwise? IIONZ

I, TFositiom Titles & Coments Of The Preparing Officers AS SON INT CFFICEA I
INT=XTI4ED BOTH CBSEAVERS AND THEIR STORIES COINCIDED AND THEY STATE ANOTHER

L {23 IN TH® ARSA MADE THE SAME CBSEVATION I FEFL NEITHER OF TIESE MEN
ia AS0N TO FARRICATE A STOR,

'y %8




J. Txistencs Of Physiecal Evidence: HONS

Pl 272,

Pracaring 0fficer's Simtmwm ROMALD L. PIL’)H
Caph, USAF
Alr Tartet2 Ci'flicer
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SECURITY CLASSIFIC " YION

X { & - g - e =

f“\!‘“’f"‘q "'lJ '1 1

JOINT MESSAGEFORM UNCLASSIFIED | ififiluifiie ¥ it
By 6 W P — e o
SPACE BELOW RESERVED FOR COMMUNIOATION CENTER P O

130echl 15 542 - : Q e
. _/}/C/i ')

PRECEDENCE TYPE MSG (Uheck) | ACCOUNTING ORIG. OR REFERS TO | CLASSIFICAT!C}N
SYMBOL | OF REFERENCE

i
R o X
l

FROM: SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

FTD WPAFB 0

TO:
oND AF BARDGDALE AFB LA (R IE £3 P e
8TH AF WESTOVER AFB Mass A J& XD )1 45

- 24
Sl ey / “ (

REQUEST A CHECK OF ALL REFUELING SQUADRONS' WEEKLY OPERATIONAL

UNCLASSIFIED TD-E

RECCRDS TO DETERMINE POSSIBLE USE OF PANDA BZAR SECTCOR AT 0545%
ON 21 NOV 61. SEND FINAL REPORT TO HQ FTD ATTN TD-E MAJOR FRIEND

AS SOUON AS POSSIBLE,

/ , O
DATE TI o~ '
13 72 //
MONTH ' YEAR
Y D=C | 1961

SIGNATMRE
{ , :A\.. A./\_A.,. | A,

\g TYPED NAME ,_-_; rr % E | TYPED Jir starijed) NAME AND TITLE l
1|_ Ma jor ROber:t 5 I'{riend E! ﬁt.E{'D H. WYNN
ERE S T IS e 1 1B 7 Coremer, vmar
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION R | Dep/ ecmologies 8- SlleyStm
|
UNCLASSIFIED i )

DD FORM 1 73 REPLACES DD FORM 173, 1 OCT 4%, WHICH WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHAUSTED
MAY 55
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A REPORT OF THE VISIT TO PEORIA ILIINOIS ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 10, 1961

¥

To Check into the UFO sighting of November 20, 1961.
in question

LThe sight:l_ng/was reported kinmmgit to the Aerial Phenomenon Division by Capt. Ronald
L. Pilon, Intelligence Officer of the 169th Tactical Fighter Squadron,‘ 2323 Airport Road,
Peogria, Illinois. To check into the facts of 'Ftilis case in accordance with our jp()ﬁ}_.j.cy t0o
have such facts'by direct interview as soon as pbssible after the sighting, I vislted Peoria,
I1linois on Sunday, December 10, 1961, arriving Peoria at 8:30 AM. I was met by Capt. Pilon,
who had arranged a meeting at 10:00 AM in his officeifall the principals. Prior to the
Iﬁeeting, we discussed the points of this case as they had been reported to him. These were

essentially the same as those repcrted by him chrough officlial chaﬂmals.

A surmery of the details obtained by direct questioning of (1) Mr. u(-”mw&'

Mechanic atbached to the Fighter Scradron), ("m

(also atteched to the squadron) aerd (%) Mr.«H NS (i 21mer in the area who, with his

wife, claimed has seen “he same thinz indevendentlyl. Mr SR vos unzble to cane to

the general meeting sc we sought him cut arfter the meeting and after W mSAENEEEIRR .
site

8 . I
- m {_mf‘ I visited The xXZEE COT Tae ighting, some 20 miles from the place of our £

ceting).

The princhm ﬁ:um winesses were

s a recently
rﬁaﬁrried,ymmg man whose father oims e a 900 acre farm in Mad&inac®, Tllinois. WEXFYHHA The
father is retired and yoxmgws rumning it - yvery much the prosperous young farmer.

The farm buildings were® in fine condition and sported one of the fanciest silos I have ever

seen. In the midst of this prosperity, the 169th Tactical Fighter Squadron, an Illinois
Air Naticnal Cuard Outfit apparently, was activated in the recent crisis, necessitating

leaving a iot of farm work undone. In an 2 ternpt to meet his own crisis, }\Dp anzeller is

trying to do guite s a bit of the farm work at night. w apparently have

-

~ oy YT

g8 very fine surmer home in Northern wiscansin and nad invitad on Ui:C‘.E*.Blr?m_m Lo
visit them. BEBecause of this obligation, il 2 2lsc helping with the famm work,
although he has no connection with it. He is a printer by trade, age 25. On ths night of

llovember 20th, we find these genélemen plowing this field from 6:00 PM with the intention of




™ -
- v " N o 2 —

ready for spring planting. Two tractors were employed” was in the le ad tractor

witheif il following a safe distance behind. It had started out overcast but / bout4

do
9:30 or 10:00 the clouds cleared away and the moonlight was then sufficient to/their plowing

by. The tractors had lights nonetheless. One starts plowing a field apparently by starting
in one end and going around in ever decreasing "circles” until you end at the middle. 'They
were well inkoward the center of the field wherNERN iﬂ"the lead, noticed a bright
1ight m the southwest., I took pictures laterl of the areg of the sky and the telephone
3 poles used as marker sighters from the approximate Iﬁosition the tractors had gt t]'}e time of
the sightingumedSiiiNNINECllcving behind GINGSNENy - S - tcp his tractor and
-pulled up alongside. This operation teking, apparently, less than & mimute. With
tractor engines stlll goin_g” shouted over to GNP calling his attention to
dMBEESER ok pulled over to the left ofguiiii® vhich ceused him to

have to look over his shoulder to see the light. Both agreed that the light was stationary,

the bright light,

exceedingly bright and white. *looked and turned around and called back to say that

oA
that was undoubtedly Venus. “ told me thak ever ::'-:incer a child he had had an interest

in astroncnmy and on hiking trips waking up early in the morning he would see Venus in the-sky.

OOOOBREGEOLOGH ¥ IR /nd so Iie was quite Su¥e (7illing %0 bet money) that this was
Vernus., At this ot they shat down the tracters and lit a cigarette. Thney are not gbsolutely

—

_ certein they lit --:__"w garetgte a':. this t__me but tﬂﬂy found, tn.:nselves w}.th = clgﬂ“ettes al ftexr -

- the sighting was cver, so presumadbly lighted tThem just about that time “had Jast
'looked again at thd *,:;hite light, tﬁmed back‘ to“ and in a short instant looked
back toward tThe ‘ligh'b. In that short interval the lighf had bmf.:er; up intc riurne rous (8 to
2 dozen., they couldn't agree) other white lights, clustering about the main white light ._
THese lights faded in and dut with no é.ppa.rent periodiéiw or pattern. They did not ever go
completely out but while one dimmed and brightened three or four times another one might have
-dimmed only once.- The lights were clustered close togetmr and— indiqated that in
the spaces between the lights there would have been cnly enocugh room to fit at most ona ooy

lignt. -‘This cluster of lights then moved from an elevation of about 35° and asmuth 230., in

essentially a straight line to an elevation of about 20° almost directly in the east.

o

i m——— T ———
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. I had both men trace out the apparent path and the path crossed the meridian at an elevation
of about 30°. The path did not come any where near the zenith, as was’ originally indicated.
The lights apparently began their motion at the instant that the numerous lights appeared.

The lights preserved their particular pattern and moved across the sky as a small, compact
cluster that could easily have been covered by the thumbnail held at arms length. Appenzeller
thought ximyczhmw that he mey have seen the light on the previous turn arcund the Ileld, but
he was not sure. Both men insisted that the kxx bright light was there and stationary at
least three or four mirtkaoex minutes before it was seen To break up into smaller lights.

" rather
The breakup apparently was not explosive as indicated earlier but they appeared in a xzpidy

sudden fashion, T asked the men illim®we to think calmly about how long zt took the cluster
of lightsmiozz,eé_crosm the sky to 'thé Cisappearance point g (‘lﬁhe Lights Jjust faded out in thé
distance )_.‘., and to wrlte it down indespendently on slips of paper that I had provided them with.
When I opened the };::-113&1‘3' the resul=a o the ballot was 3 minﬁte:&: and. 4 minutes. Both men,
incidentally, conflrmed the fact the zluster of lights was trailed by an "itty bitty & light"

that differed from the others in : e, apparently beling more reddish, and which e@mitted

-

sparks. Questioned about the svaris. NN :id that there was just an occasional spark
from the light,-rarlwips about I.-E.’.r. i oall during +the .interv-al'.,. | Pk ;

The gentlenen ayreed taxcoouznly on the noise and no amognt of coming back to the subject
or atteﬁpting te tp4ck them would shake them from the fact that the noise real and vé.-ry
easil:.r -é..udible. ;uﬂ;.e;;-' the ;:re.::torﬁ.' nad “llaeeni sput bff; “ 1--:h<;> had served I-J:ithE}FxC_ﬂ

as an éngine mechanic , knows nis planes and prided himself during hisair':?orce term of duty

t
that he could recognize various types of planes at considerable distances by t_?.-m sound of
their motors. -. did not concemirate on the iights but on the sound and was ai-:.tempting
to turn over in his nmind during the entire =cumlemessimizm cpisode what tyve of engine it night

be. He could xsswmigew identify no single engine. The noise resembled that of a diésel, of

a pulsating Jjet, and of the rumble of thunder; he said a scund etfects man migh’ have produced

it by shaking a larges niece of tin,

The time of this sighting apparently is determined to plus or minus 5 minutes of 11:45 PM

t
on Novembexr 20th ( incidentally the date of the original report, November. 19, is 4n error),

the- accuracy being ascribable €to the fact that the boys had determined that they would not

]
S e o e sl T S P et e R o g T B, BT LA s M A s R RO
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work past midnight and had been watching their watches rather closely and were getting ready
to call it & night. After the aparition the boys sa?b arcund in the field finishing thair
cigarettes ard discussing what they would have done had the thing landed in the field and

_ had they been invited to take a ride.

The next day, in the course of their official duties, they discussed 1t with their
fellow airmen, getting a considerable amcunt of razzing, the story Tinally coming to tThe
ears of Capt. Pilon. He had the men report this then through official channels. He per-
sona.lly-wa.s é.t Tfirst tempted to dismiss the whole thing but sk Telt Tthat ilvwwas séfer 1o
have the thing on record and officizally recorded lest something should came of it later.
(Good bpy). On tiat very day, November 21, the Sailp cha_p’,-said that he had been
lying in bed the jprevious night about that time and heard what he thought at flrst was a
diesel train comling up the rarely-used spur track. that passes about 1/8 of a mile from his
home., Both he and hils wife appare=t_ 7 heard the noise, which puzzlecl}g, because the train
never seemed to arrive et the zcuse zxd to pass by as 1s the wont of trains that travel on
tracks that pass by peodle'h houses. Z= did not get out of bed to investigate (serious lack
of scientific curicsity). Also cn Iicrember 21, ancther farmer who had been 'rn.,ll:r' ng“l
‘one _, had talken :.-i: very ““é.nézf 4 :aa_.tor e - Carm dumng the coume“ ‘

of which procédur=, 't broks iocwn. When the three W

hovering over the =nractor in an attempt to find out the trouble, the incident of the previous

wvening was appar-nt].y recalled just brlefly,whereu'oon Bietrich exclained oomethlng abuut

that he had seen the same thing, oe o_re the other two boys were able to go into 2 any de-
tails. They did not discuss the matter further becamuse they quickly turned to discussing

the mechanical misbehavior of the tractor and to disassemble ##@® 2 portion thereof. Inci-
denta.lly,‘d is located six to eight miles fram the Tield in question. Anchher

piece of incidental intelligence, Copt Yl is long-time employee of the Caterpillar Tractor
Cormany and he kiows personally the wirter of the Alexander Botts stories of Farthworm Tractor
fame in the Saturday svening Post. Upson, I believe the nome is, found writing the Alexander
Botts stories so profiteble that he quit his job at Caterpillar Tractor Company, and became

& proressional writer.

APLasm ven had Pindiched with the insnection of the field, we 211 called upcn I‘rIr.‘
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who lives approximately 3 or 4 miles from the field. On that night of November 20, at
some undetermined time, but definitely prior to 1l o'clock,and most promably between 10
and 10:30, A2 been caning back from town and as he walked into his farmhouse, he

looked up and saw what he took to be a low-flying plane with a row square lights like com-

e —— —— i, | — _-_m- W Py W -t w

vartment windows. HHe assoclated no noise with the sighting. He walked unhurriedly into

the house and called to his wlfe To ask whether she -z cared to see a {lying

saucer. They both looked out the kitchen window (and I did too later) and saw this object

roceding at a vague clip.n is certainly no observer but he has a disarming

\:
honesty about his vagueness);he just didn't know anything other than he had seen ‘some lights,

a low-ilying fse alrcraft, and no noise and he wasn't even sure of directions unti I had |

to identity them four him. As close as we can get, the craft was moving from south to north,

and disappeared fromwigiiiiills vicv in his nortlwest quedrant. < IMEP.s = paregon of

negative curlios ;U.‘.j" and a good 20 miztes questloning yéelded only a few crumbs, but well-

repeated =iidme cunbs, of basic irSc——=tion.

Bidding good-bye to Nz -ortly thereafter to W&md T proceeded
b

invited
back to the headquarters of tas Scuac—-n and 1 't-ht?fli‘f;?u};l",)ﬂ/ che Captain and Sam To have lunch

with me at the sirnort. AlTer Jlurnch I bid both these gentlemen good-~bye and reporved in to
'bh_e ticket des}z anly to find That oy Tiight had been cancelled and that the next one left
sane faur hours . azer. 1 r==ired To the nursery to‘sle;p. L hage now awakened frém nmy nan
and this is being dictated in the nursery of thegréater Peoria airport. It is yet c:)ne and
a half hours to flight time. ol ' o 4 e
Suggested solution:' During the entire course of interrogation, two things kept coming
to mind: Q’xe is tﬁat the white light originally descitbed tailied sO closely with & landing

light andy Second, that the close cluster of lights likewise tallied with the sighting of

. D
ry own about 1550 from the balcony of the Perkins Observatory. There I had turned a #B-inch

telescope on te the apparition and studied the arrangement of lights quite closely. There
werea some 8 lights arranged in clusterm formation sk that somehow reminded me of a small
Caristmas tree making a stately cruise of the sky. This later turned out tc be, alter a

¢ )

great deal of questioning and a great many no's and denials that anybody knew anfrtthing, turned

~out to.be a KC-97 tanker. A tanker of this sort has, I understand, a largs boom light and




)
during refueling operations every light on the plane is on full blast. At the close oi our
first morning session, before we repaired to the Tield, I had pointed tﬁut this resemblance
to Capt.. N =nd asked whether there were® any tanker runs in the area. Ca_pt.-_ said
that KC-97's ane on the way out, but that there were# two of them based at O'Hare and that
conceivably they might have come down this way. -ointed out that he saw no navi-
gation lights and that both this, and Tthe fact that they had seen it stationary for so long,
did. not jibe with the tanker interpretation.

Iionetheiless, whenund L returned to the squadron base after our interview wilh
“‘ -M.had beén doing some investigating of hiw own and had found that there was &
tenker run called Panda Bear that opverated between Indianapolis, Kensas City, DesMoines end
Springiield and that the saaded portion of the run shovn on the map lay squarely over

had been
Macinack. It now remains to determine whether on the night of November 20th there/msss indeed
a. tanker run in progress.

The case as one might reccnsitrucs it or a tTanker hypothesis follows: +the tanker was
making circular runs of very large racizns, as I used to observe in the Columbus area, near
Lockborne Air Force Base. NN 27 Cave se2n the boom light, which is reported to

a A
be/ large, &R bricht, white 1izas on cne of his swings around the Pield. On his next swing
around, he may have s —cc o3 the teanker on a straight line run nearly parallel to his
line of sight. Frum the siaGl NN stated that he had seen the small light trailing.
This would presumably be the jet on the stemm chase, closing in for contact with the boomn.
The Breakil1g up into several lights coauld very well arise frofn. the fact that :z,lthoﬁgh ori_--
gianlly resolved they were lost in the glare of the white light until the plane came close
apparent
entugh so i the/angular separation of the lights was sufficient to allow the lights ©to
be visible despite thne =% brignt, white light. This would give the appearance of thézr
suddenly having come into view. The noise could be explained by being the composite noise
of the recipirccating engines of the KC-O7 and the noise of the Jjet motory. Combined, these

1 1 make identificat Wit \ 16 type of aircraft a bpit diffioult., There
two scaunds would make identification with any one ty» G k@ tagit) 4

is nothing in the remainder of the fligkt that would run counter to this interoretation other -

How-

than the salient Tact that no navigation lights were noted byw

ever. assuming thaidiiS0NNNIE hod secen the same plane an hour or so earlier (it was quite

ﬂlimmw"m " .'=' |




R it

usual for the Logkborne tanker to circle about for at least an hour) then this can be cleared
up also, belcnuse m&nd his wife both felt certain, efiter rather insistent recall,
that there had been chlored lights on the plane, on the craft, and u they mist have been
red and green, because if they had been anything else they would have noticed it! 1If we

use this highly unspecific intelligence information for all ith:I-IOﬁh, we canv make out a case
for the plane having had navigation lights and that either ”andu were so

intent on the unusual formation of tThe rest of the light® that they failed to notice lights

thav were normal and which they would not nave cansidered at all unusual, or that the
\

tanker had momentarily flipped out its navigation lights in favor of the other brigh'b lights.
From my own experlence, I can attest that the tanker lights that I saw were so bright and
claimed my attentlon so rmch that at present I cannot recezg.l?& 1 also saw navigation
lights. It is nyy best belief that I did not. Indeed, if I had, I would not have remained
puzzled as long as L did by the apparition. Likewlise, the Jet should heve had navigation
lights and these were not reported.
<he suggested solution is therefore by no rmeans airtight, but, as a solution, depends
cruclally upcn whether there was a tenker formation in the area at that time on that night.
i1f so, then we rusat assure tThat either the navigaticnal lights were out or went unnoticed.
I1f This proves to have peen a tanker, it will serve as an excellent example of how an
unsuel bu*:: gquite ==Tural Thenomencn can remain 2 UFQ for a long while, sometimss permanently
aceqrate.l.” |
UN22S5 e 4 inves*tigated. as soon as possible.

That is 21133333




