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UNUSUAL PHENOMENA HEPORT

RVATION BY OINC AT 5791:.1
2..5 TIMES BRIGHTZR THAN F
InJE. ELEVATION ANGLE 3

L REMAINED STATIONARY FOR APPROX FIVe MINS DuURrIN
H TIME IT WAS OBSERVED WITH 7X59 BINOCULMKS LIGHT !

< DIAMETER APPXRCX NINE TO TEN INCHES LIGAT WAS
GOLD SIMILAR TO THE REFLECTION OF 'THE SUN OFF A
cOLD SURFACE
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LGHT WAS SITUATED BETWEEN TWO MCOUNTAIN PEAKS SUN AT THAT
WAS 3BLLOW 1THE HOrRIZON

LY
ON AND DISAPPEAXED BEAIND A MOUNTAIN PEZAX DID NQOT

PEAR CN OTHER SIDE OF PEAK AS WOULD BE EXPECTED IF
JITHERN COURSE HAD BEEN MAINTAINE
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OFFICIAL FILE COPY

TD-E/Lt Col Friend

Unidentified Flying Objects Sighted in the 3 August 1502
Antarctic

d3q USAT
SAFOI-3b (Major Eart)
Wash 25 IDC

l. On 7 June 1962 at 0105Z witnesses at Hallett Station, 72-20 S and
170-00 E cbserved an cbject which they described as brighter than a
first magnitude star. This cobject was sighted cn a true bearing
approximating 250° from Hallett Station. The elevetion was reported

4t0o be approximately 30° and the object was observed for more than five

nimates, This sighting prcbebly resulted from the misidentiflcation
aof the planet Jupiter dus to distortion of that bhedy by inconsistencies
in the atmosphere, The reported azimuth of the objlect and that of thse
planat at the time of the sighting are vexry nearly the same. The wit-
nesses reported the object moved zlowly in a southerly divection which
is the samea as the apparent motlon of Jupiter when viewed frcm IZallatt
Station at this time end date. At the time of the sightirg Jupiter was
+he brightest astroacmical object, -2.0 magnitude, which could be seen
from HEallatt Station, Jupiter's elevation at the tine of the sighting
vas less than five degrees, far from the thirity degrees reported by
the witnesses., It i3 the 71D opinion that the witnesses estimate of
the elevation was in error for they indicated that the Cbject passed
behind a mountain pesk and as far as can be determined the nearest:

mountain peaks have 2levaticns of less than five degrees when measured

from FEallett Station, IV 1s prcbable that a strong inversion was
present in the area at the time of the sighting and that mirage effects
associated with this condition contributed €o the sightling,

2. On 22 June 1962 at 0303 Z an object leaving a smoke or vaper trail

was obtserved from Detachment Alpha, Antarciicia, The cbject was reported
to be brighter than a first megnitude star, white in color and to have
moved frcom a bearing of 340° to 345° at an elevation of 7°. Tho dvraticn
of this sighting was approximately two seconds, Thls object was probably
a very tright meteor known 2s a fireball, Fireballs are a rare class

of meteor, brighter than -3.0 magnitude, usually mmlticclored, often
leaving a very evident traill and are of relatively long duration. The
trails left by these meteors appeery as smoke during daylight hours and
diring dariness display many colors. Traila left by fireballs have

been used to study winds in the upver atmosphere, fifty mile zone, by

such enminent astroncmers as I, fred Waipple, Haxvard and Dr. Charles P.
Qliver, University cf Pennsylvania., Since these tralls mey peraist {for hal?
an hour or more, it is not unusual for them to be distorted by these winds,




It 13 conecluded that a fireball and the trail 1t germerated was respone
sible for the UFO sighted fom Cetachment Alpha oa 22 Juna 15C2.

3. On 7 July 1962 at 11152 an intense light was cbserved {rom Hallett
. Station, This light was firsf cdserved from the rocd of a building,

and the observer statad that e thought at first it was = flare. e
reported that the light was as large as a basietball and vhen It passed
ovexr the station he notliced two smaller lighnts appearing Lo the rear
and the side of the main odject. TRe smaller lights were cof lesser
intensity and they maintained thae same relative positioca throushout the
sighting., The object left a clearly wvisidle trail. The lighta were
traveling from WS4 to EliE. At 10° above the eastexm horizon the objects
gave cff a brilliang fLash and dlisapreared ovexr the horizcon, The cipject
sighted by these wvitnesses was probably 2 bolide. Ieolides possess Lhe
same characteristics as Tirchalls and iIn addition are heard to make
noise, usually a waistling, rumbling or series of explosions or 1s heard
ox seen to explede., There is the very remote vossibililty that this wvas
the re-antry of the U.S, satellita Alpba~Zeta I. This catallite decaye
between 110CZ and 23002 ca 7 July 1962, Decay during revolution nurber
234 could have resulted in a display similar to that described Ly the
Jallett Station witnesses. It was concludaed that this object was
probably a bolide Pecsuse: (1) Revolution mumbexr 235 was the earlisst
computed for the decay of the satellite and 1t probably decayed nearer
to the mean of the computed time limits; (2) The path of the satellits
would have been more from the SW to the 5 as viswed from Hallett
Station, if it did not lose its orbital characteristics due to re-
entering; and (3) Thouzh the witnesses provided cnly a limdted Jdese-
cription of the odject they sighted, the characteristics are mmch closer
to those of a bolide.

4, PTD is not eware of eny United States or foreign asctivisties which
could account for the unidentified flying cobjects sighted in the Antarctic
on 7 and 22 June 1962 and T July 1962, Further there is no evidence
avilable wvhich indicates that thesce phenomena vere due to cthey than
natural causes,.

Depuaty Iox Science
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On X June at 07/0105Z the OINC of Hallett Station in the “,tlt:_lrc L1C '::.ae:":‘“ an
. l.

observation of an Unidentiiied object described as a brililent white Llight ',
approximately 20 times brignter t‘”'m a first magnitudce sta *s The 'ﬁo;;ﬁtlfm o¥i '
this object was at a 30 degree elevation and = -1’7 decree headling, This placec

the object between two mountaln peaks of over LU (JUO ft. ©O the o
the observer., The sun was below the horizon at uﬂa time of the .:si;-,]':';'fr._"-.: g, NO
gmoke or vapor trall was assoclated with the ob] ci e the light remained stationary
for about 5 “_‘L.L...tes, dauring which time the obsel (450 bar mcﬂl,.._g in an

effort to gain additional details of the object. T‘:m light was descrlbed as |
circulzar with & diameter of 9 to 10 mrn'.,;,. The light was also describe. as dazzeling |
cold similar to that EEXKTAXHIAX of the sun's re.f..Lcr-b*on from a polished golcd
surface, a~iter five minutes the light moved in a Southe ”_;,r directlon and
disaprearasd venind a mouttaln peak and dld nou reappear. <« muud this area wa:

"3 ..._..
{u
-
c"'!.
(U
o

observad on succeeding nights in an effort to determine if the object would
peaprear RXCIAUEEAESLEY and no additional objects have been noted,

re the report received at ATIC (Naval Message AF Il : 4363 (11 Jun 62)
on of GNC 25, GIC 26 or a combination 01 WACYs 181L ana 1615 would
tail, however they wesre not 1imne ely available at this

& that thes chart was sufl nt for marpose of analysise

l"‘.:
r-" c1
1"

- ; 250 degrees is indicated, The moumtains referred to in the message
m 2 50 degree cmol e, one peak being listed as 11,745 ft and the other as

9 ft/, No attenpt was made to determine the d_..,tmce rrom Hallett Station
oL tl.aae peaks, althougn the Northermmost ap ears to be relatively close, and would
thus reduce the angle of visibility between the peaks,
ag l¢3 p

The first magnitude star *“o;“sa'lhaut/z-m 4n the the poaltlon,,._.,"'
e 25 not obtained to deborming waewseew, 20 inversion existed

eather informatlicn w
t the time, llo weather rsport was l.'lC..Lud-‘é with the report since the [ormat
outl.._-:ad in AFR 200=2 was not used, L’%e sighting was in the winter in the
intarctic and the orobability M“tnau such a condition exdsted at the time

A " r . y
of the observation, It is believed by the analyist at ATIC that this observation

was a refraction of the star Fomalhaut, The movement to the Southn corresponds Lo

that which the star would take., The star would move at the rat®@ of 1 cdegree 1n

. minutes, Since the sbar was setting it would not reappear on the other side ol the
mountain, It is felt that the time element and disappearance, togather with tns
impression that t.n'-:-'? obiect was stationary and then moved behind the mountalin

are within reason/®¥onsistant with this analysis. lo attempt was made to outain
addisisnal infopmation at time of receipt of the initial report and none has been
made since that tlme, as it was felt that this casie did not warrant the additlona.
efiort ©o ohtain informationsHZAXA(the exactness of the heading, estimated distan

bthat the star would move ©TO C¢1lch as0) disappear behind the mountain, distance of

the r*:,:f.‘...;-;-s from HHallett “tation m an e_.....i...ﬁ?‘to compute the true horizon in

the area of the sighting d{XFEIXLLAAXT A { whether other stars were visible on thzat
night or the succeeding nzgnts, am_,e:_np* to obtaln uitpre.m.:_ons of additional witn=sses
of this observabion. Also such questions as how was the angle of 2l evatlon
determinad? How was the direction determined? How was the magnitude estimated and
how familiar was the observer with observations of refracted objects? e, how

o diameter of 9-10 inches determined? vhat was tre estimated distance of

e
WS 11*. v iy : e a4

- . TR B ‘ 2 ~+ntl1eomasry SNNG LN ™18 aAWd!
the obiect from tne obsem ror? Was the object stationary and tnen "IUSHT W,

—— 1 - / - -~ v
shind the nountain? How was tne time elsment i:i. determined? Jaa ; e JJTCH
»- v o~ ey f dal oIy vy Y "M
chanzz color from white TO gold3 or was f‘\wq to the huna ..:[‘“ enad  godd vl ngN
“he bincculars? What addivl ional detalls .uﬂrﬂ noted bthrough the B4 thav were ncw
visible to tLhe numan ve? EEC eceee ?,-:“:"‘-_S.-r(‘..i..,.,
. o {4 P g A B - _
‘-!;h { : ‘ 7 J E'*1 1-1_ ’..;;- - _"f f! ",‘.:r""r ( : ‘-‘T% jf'\ £ i”,”;..*', ™ W i.,_f' i-r'),_-.. flar s)e .-:: 8 {L. r:. 2 L (‘j:if_f::
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