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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

| %, DATE ' 2. LOCATION 12. COMCLUSIONS
‘ | 3 Was Balloon
2% Jan 6L Idaho-Mexico (Vest Coast US) D Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 0 Fossibly Bailoon
Bt 18 ohe : / : t {0 Was Aircrofe
Local ________Q______________ Q Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar 0 Probably Aireraft
CMT Q AirVisual O Air-Inmtarcspt Rodar O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS IZ. SSURCE ! Was Astronomical
(J Yes ‘ O Probably Astronomical
X No ' uilitery 3 Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION | 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE X Other_missile.
O In skufficient Daotra for Evaluation
0 Unknown
n/a n/a n/a
'—----—-_. l' -

Al —

10. BRIEF SUMMARY 0F SIGHTING

11. COMMENTS

100 telsphone calls from news madia and
civil authoricles. Laaach at twilight created predictab
meveorological phenomena. Cave
Aopresaion of 2xplosion and forms

varied colored patterns in the sky.
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TO RUEAHZ/SECDEF 1 R ROTC
*l SH:'!.JQ 't
INFC RIEAHQ/OSAF WASH DC | sarse A
T e~ e o % CF’_."SAEOI ‘[‘.--H
RUWHNF/BSD NORTON AFB CALIF ool d B
‘ SAFIE |
RUEAGL/ATF SC | SAFLL |

‘i L3NG {_
RUVHSS/ 1SAD VANDENBERG AFB CALIF , j 8
BT % , N ¢
UNCLAS DXIP-1 15228. FOR 0ASD(PA). INFOS
SAF-0IPC, BSE, SCE AND DXI. A MINUTEMAN LAUNCH FROW
VANDENBERG AFB ON 24 JAN 1964 WAS SEEN FROM IDAHO TO MEXICO
AND RESULTED IN OVER 122 TELEPHONE QUERIES FROM NEWS MEDIA
AND CIVIL AUTHORITIES. THE LAUNCH
OCCURED AT TWILIGHT AND CREATED AND PREDICTABLE METEOQOROLOGICAL
PHENOMENA . THE SAME PHONOMENA OCCURS DURING A PRE-DAUN
LAUNCH., TO PRECLUDE UNDUE PUBLIC SPECULAT ION AND CONCERN,
RECOMMEND THAT RELEASE 6 T~ ANNEXT OF DOD PUBLIC AFFAIRS PLAN

>9-aA~22 BE ADDED AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE. A (TYPE MISSILE) WAS
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AL MISSILE, THE (N UMBER) OF ITS

~wCHED FROM THIS ALROSPACE CENTER, WAS A ROUT INE :
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[RAIMINGLAUNCH BY a sT

{RATEGIC AIR COMMAND MISSILE COMBAT C

(*‘ a“\ii\"] J [ ..'... ::HT. ON £ MISSTI E 3 1T 1
. IONAL MISSILE. PARA. THE MISSILE LIFTED OFF
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JURING THE (DAWN, DUSK) HO unrsS.

UNQUOTE. FILLER MATERIAL IN

VIEWERS OF MISSILE LAUNCHES, 1IN
AREAS MILES DISTANT FROM LAUNCH SITE,

GUERY ONLY: QUOTE,

SLE WHAT 1Is

APPARENTLY A VIOLENT EXPLOSION. PARA
LXPLOSION Is v ISIBLE D

B
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OCCURS. PARA. THE DENSITY AFFECTS THE EXHAUST

f}_‘ll. TRE MR I NADDA \
RALL IS HELD IN NARROY CONFINES MEAR THE EARTH, BROADEN ING

GASES IN THAT
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ILE LIFTS HIGHER INTO SPACE. PARA. THE PERIOD OF
THE DAY IN WHICH THE LAUNCH MAY APPEAR AS AN EXPLOSION IS
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AL TWILIGHT HOURS BEFORE DAWN OR AFTER SUNSET. AT

= T PWEE W G S W N R B e g o .

THOSE TIMES, THE EARTH'" S SHADOW COWMBINED WITH THE DENSITY
V ARIAT IO} CAUSES REFLECTEZD RAYS OF SUNLIGHT TO BE VISIBLE IN
D IFFERENT COLORS. THEN THE EARTH'S SHADOW EXTENDS TO THE EDGE

Jir OSPACZ AND THE EXPANSION OF EXHAUST GASES IS MOST EFFECT IVE

PARA. THZ EZXHAUST TRAIL IS VISIBLE IN EVERY SPACE VEHICLE
WHERE COC} BUST ION 15 INCOMPLETE. THE STRATEGIC A IR cOMMAL ‘Din
LITAN II ICBM IS THE ONLY E}(CE PT ION, SINCE IT HAS ALMOST
COMPLETE CONMBUST ION. UNQUOTE. THE ADDITION QOF THIS RELFASE
OPTION AND THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR USE 1IN ANSWER TO

QUERY SHOULD GREATLY LESSEN FUT URE PROBLEMS DURING EVENING

AND PRE-DAWN LAUNCHES.
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