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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCL.USIONS
6!4- tford, I diansa | 0D Was Balloon
_g_q_ - 23 May Hartiord, In O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION B Possibly Baitoon
night' b 0 Wos Aircraft
Loco' PRl 0 L et R AR R DU I P I TR SIS S RS XMI'OUTIJ-V‘ 'Uﬂ' D Ground Rﬂdﬂf u Pl’ﬂbﬂbly Aircfuﬂ
CINARIA RO T e T I S T e D AirVisuadl O Air-Intercept Raodar D Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS ). SOURCE X  Was Astronomical VENUS
D Yes | 0O Probobly Astronomical
30 No civilian D Possibly Astronomical _
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION | 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE o 0] 1 AR S e, T S S
D Insufficient Data for Evaluation
D Unknown
not reported | one stationar
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING . 11. COMMENTS

Orangea light low in NW sky observed for three | Probable VENUS observation.
succeeding nights. |
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Prelim:l.nary Investigation of UFO Reports, May 12 - 2, 1964,
i % William T. Powers, Systems IEngineer, Dearborn Observatory

On Friday night, May 22-23, I made a brief telephone survey in response
to a réquest by J; A, Hynek, Virector of Dearborn Observatory, following his
apprisal of a UPI .roporb of sightingsin Lansing, h{ichigm._

:My first call was to .UPI in Chicago; a repbbt of a UFO sighting had come
in, but from Marion, Indiana. A subsequent call to UPI in Lansing esta;blimhed

that reports were coming independentiy from both locations,

I contacted the Police Depart.mérrb' in 3mm Marion, and was informed that

police of ficers in the Marion force and in police departments of s ugd:ma
towns ( Tipton, Har’bford ‘I‘mpton untry Sheriff1s off:Lce, s:%:—“—-}?sﬂ hed
dyx\WY ‘e (asy Thxee Y\\g %b
mtnesse%ezther xingle lights or groups of lights, both stationary and moving,
which struck witnesses as unusual enough to report, Calls to several of ths
other departments in the area did not add much information, as the witnesses were
on patrol _of were not on duty at the time, In every cas$ I was assured'.th;at the
witnes_sres would be available if a complete investigation were carried out; in most
~cases the sightﬁigs 'were logged, or else the force is small enough that the
"individuais involved w:L'Ll be easy to find, | iy '
I did succeed in locating one witness who saw an orange light low in the

nort.hwest sky, apparently "200 -~ 500 feet high, three to six miles awa.y", having

driven to the west end of town ( Hartford City){ after hearing over his police car
radio comments about other sightings in progress, HKexm=pzaimxhizaim The officer,

Robert Meredith, reports that the Bl ackfo rd county ‘RGN, od

another man naned m saw the orange light. It seems clear that the

object was Venus, Jjust prior to setting,

The other reports may involve more definitoc motion, and some involve
multiple obJects ( at least one observation thx:ough binoculars) s So the Venus
explanation cannot rea.d:l.ly be extended without further information.

Having established that enough infomation could be obtained throuzh the
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- their etories, as both reported to me in phone callc Sgtuxdey morning that

The first i._.ansing call was to the Llansing Police Department, where I

spoke w:x.th Sgte hﬂ/Snyder. A series of calls had been received from residents
Wednesday

of Southemm Ica.ns:mg far several days, starting at 3 Al on /bmmnornmg, Ifay

-

20, A 1list of names was obtained from the log of Wednesday, all from people who
-complajned of a "wierd noise." This noise was describ ed. approxirnately as xhrmdzainam
& '"whirring" noise, staxjt::.ng low and going high, then stopping, In a subsequent
call to the Ingham -County. Sheriff!s office, I was informed that at 3Al4 Pfednesciay

‘morning a police’ car had made an emergency run down Miller street. emplo,rinv a

sergeaht
new "warbling" airen, which the desk/smamgardn described as sounding "wierd,"

When o read him the list of addresses of the complainants, he :Ldentified ooy most

btrb not al'l., of them as being close to the route of the emergency rl.m.

It was also found that an elephmt was tethered all night in a shoppm,g, cen
nearby, pa.rt of a promoti.on stunt.

2 The reports of 3 AM Wednesdaz,' the: efore, may tentativély be commected with
the known emrgency run, at least ‘tbose definitely concerned with noises, wnich I
understand is trﬁe in all cases. ‘ - I

| 1Rep‘ort.s from Thur_sdgy'md,Friday night' ; howevef, cannot be connectediith

*the siren, as objects were seen, There appear.to'be several independent sightings

of different_'o'bje cts,

Cne object, 2 bright blue or blue-green light, was seen des.cending "to the

- ground" ( that is, going out of sight following a downward course) by two people,

Mx. uand MrMa.ch was in his own car on the way home

vhen he caught sight of the object, Both were impressed sufficiently to attempt to
drive to where the ob Ject disepppeared, and both sé_em to have thought il might be
an aircraft in trouble, The men met subsequently, while -uuas acting in his

caépacity of television annourcer ( for WIIX) at a remote broadcast fmmﬁ

restaurant (”) in _'ﬁansing, and here they each learned that tle

other had seen the light, Unfortunately, it &gppears th=t they have already compare




the sighting took place at \'12:10 to 12:15%,) Both men have agreed to cooperate

in any detailed investigation,
One of the calls associated with the night of the emergency run previoc sl;r
o!/hddw S—{R s\C‘LQ,C
nentioned was from a_ farmer in Grand Ledge, who called the M&%ﬁ#

| a

“department with a report that he had seen a flying shcer land and take off again,

A police car 5 miles 'from t.he scene was dispatched, but before it arrived the
farmer, whose name was not obtained said that the obJject was gonej; the investigat:i

patrol reported sighting noth:mg unisual, so the sighting was not logged: th? name
| shinin;

ol the farmer may be difficult to discover, The farmmer said the object was blue/and
roared and was
/15 feet. in dl.ameter. The police of ficer clearly believes the man to be 'mistaken',

There are oeveral more reports which need to be straightened out better then

I could do over the telephone, One involves two men coming home from the night shift

anwd a m'l'ho two men were

they
in a car parked in front of Spears! house when/heard a weird noise ( apperentlv not

- (apparently) at Oldsmobile,

the siren - time 1s wrong) and saw an obj ect that looked 1ike a shooting star

going behind the house. It made ( or something ma.de) a sufficiently mpressa.ve noise

Mfe jtmped out of bed, terrified, the sound having awakened her,
~ Between phone calls ‘b-a.nw on Saturday morning, I received
an‘unsolicited call from a reporter,u of the Lansing State-Journal, who
4 was trying to find out if my'calls of the night before were legitimate, and vho had
another report which came in Jjust after I had ceased operations Friday night. A Mrs,
“Rﬂ., Lansing, saw three objects as 9:00, 9:45, end
11:00 PM on the 20th, at least one of which showed shape ( outline, not point source)
and vhich ;:Las ﬂ:;b,]served through binoculars, Mrs @l husband also saw the objects
Z ]

end thef/lcalled some neighbors who also = were witnesses, One object was described

as roughly circular with many little white lights on its underside, Mrafill did
not report until she heard of other reports, for fear she would be c¢ alled crazy,

YR s2ys she is willing to talk to scientists from Northwestern ( <NBA informe
her of our investigations). I{rs.m address is described asb eing 'near




‘, a street which appears on the list of comlia:inants ( not in chronological

- involvin
order) from VWednesday night, and which should be checked as possibly hm/difi‘e“cm

report from the "noise" reports,

Satgay a.fterzxjaon the final call before making -this report was receiyed {fror

Sgt Castojof the Michigad State Police, in reponse to my request fgz cmaanidi

e
’.':

" _S——__

information that might ar:x.se. He reported that a Mrs
had just reported that she

| v eet,
La.nsing,/heard on the night of the 20th a very sbrange "'whirring"” sound from her

\

back y==x yard, at 9:00 or 9:15 PM. She saw nothing, but found a burned area :in

* her m yard, about 10 feet by 4 or 5 feet in dimensions, Leaves lying on the groune

wore charred, but the grass underneath was not, She has saved samples of the leaves,
| .md is willing to be :mt.emewed. She, too, delayed her report for fear of ridicule,
'unt:Ll other rgports were publicized, Her hus'bmd AW what. she saw, heard the noise.

This Br:lef report actually represents only a small portion of the reports

that were received and logged at the police departments in the area, mmﬁce agenc:
. appear quite willing to cooperate, and individuals seem to show a healthy mixture of

X ~dnterest and akept.ic'im. My impression is that a more detailed reading of the logs .

| :ﬁ'togethez:'with exanination of records of mx TEICGED mrgency-?car

movements will eliminate the bulk of reports concerned with noises only, but that

other events appear to have oct:urrgd which require more detailed Z2mvestigation ard

probably will call for several diffent explanations,

agencies and
There follows a list of mexwmx some of the /perscns who made reports; this

is a very abbreviated list, and is given only for the purpose of aiding identification
of the proper log pages or proper individuels wit.h whom to communicate,
' MARTON, INDIANA POLICL. DEPARTMINT: 317 = NO 8-8131

Tom Dennis, Chief gl h\ﬂmW"LO m)J'LL Nentx can, “”#"v

Richard Harrigan, Asst. Chief,

KOKOMO, INDIANA POLICE DEPARTMENT (SHERIFF's POLICE). 317-GIL 2~2LL.

HAR""EDRD CITY POLICE DEPARTHENT 31 0
J"r _ nf'f"l PPT‘ Pnhnﬁ I..nwnﬁ'!'l'i'rime?:v .an.....%h-ns.—?.z.:.j nﬁ/h ﬂ—ﬂlﬂ oW,




TIPTON POLICE DEPARTMENT, TIPTON, INDIANA

TIPTON COUNTY(SHERIFF 'S)POLICE Sightings Sunday through Tuesday, May 17-19.
INDIANA STATE POLICE

LANSING, MICHICAN POLICE DEPARTMEN T : 517 = IV 57165
Sgb. Reif Snyder, desk. Gave following nemes: Mg\ Wiwué’

= trovrmmmeteali—. < oin g . '
L Lk ( Barasses e s dom \

MASON MICHIGAN: INGHAM COUNTY SI{ER]I'F
- 517 - OR 7-9661
m e RTINS Rh

B A Y TR XTI mor

'S POLICE ( originators of energency run)

L
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Lansing: MICHIGAN STATE POLICE: 517 = ED 2~-2521

; * Investigated call from farmer about saucer 1and.mg.
OFFICER Bassett at desk,

LANSING MICHIGAN: Mr W ¥

Saw blue light descend.

Lansing, MIGIOAN: 1

Séw same blue light,

LANSING, michigan: Mrs &
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| PRELIMINARY WEATHER RETORT: temperatures in area on Wed, May 20, and 'Ihurszl:}{ May §
NSIAL

(nighb) in mid-th:.rties - high pxobability of inversion layer, UPL reporter/‘vnlunte

AT,
infoma.tion tha'b he received J.h 'I.'.elevis ion channels Wed.nnigzt.
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