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2, LOCATION

Grand Haven, Holland, Michigan (3 wicuness)

10. CONCLUSION

(1) UNIDENTIFIED
5BJECTS ~A2) Astro (VENUS)
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Sightings at Grand Haven and Holland

W e B P lm— - il = - e e A P& e —— A —— -———-—-—-———L

February 27, 1907

Ch i{';an

wWwilliam T. Powers

In response tc news reporis and telephoned reportis to the Dearborn

Coservatory, an investigation was conducted into reports of an object slgnted

in Cttowa County by NNEMERGNNANNE - 'duaeesiRnpemte -
“ lhere were reports
dir=ctly investigated,
A meecing was s2i ror March 3 in the Ottowa County Sheriff's
roment offices, witnh the above-mentiorned officers present. After the
stories, visits were made to each point from
12, and later photographs were taken from identifi-
ons for the purpose of obtaining angle measurements. Personnel
> Grand Haven Alirport znd FAA controllers at Muskegen County Airport
north of Grand Haven) were interviewed to estanlish possible
LiTerzIt operations cn the night in question, The results obtained suggest

52z0%ed which vas not the planet Venus and not clearly

with 1ts lanaing lights on, but enough ambiguity remains that it
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impecssidl nclude that what was seen was unconventional.,

The Reports

w and his wife were in a newv beachfront cottage, working

on remcdzling it, when a call was heard over a monitor redio in the cottage:

the dispaicher at Ottowa County Headquarters was asking w,

then in a patrol car in Holland, whether he cculd see an cobject which an




unigentified civilian had reported by telephione. <MK said no, bub that

2, m, in his patrol car about 20 miles north of

1 about 14 miles from the lakefront overheard the call, and

that he had a bright object in view to. the soutnwvest., Angle measure-

ments made with reference to landmarks and the road QP Street near ‘

Grand Haven) showed thati B direction of view was about

south of west, or bearing 210 degrees, This sighting took place

‘message, and so was just after 8:19 p.mn,

later, Gk, rov located at the north edpe

€S W, reporved sighting a bright

object to the norvhwest; oy landmarks, the bearing to the cbject was

About 1/2 mile
crosses Lakewood blvd., a comparison of brightness
w1l a cluster of lights on a pole over a railroad

S being much brighter. The Lights were

nignht, and would be of stellar magnitude -8

At this point the angle of view was about
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to Riley Avenue, 1-1/2 miles farther north,
“Which peoint the object appeared to be nearly over Riley Avenue, which is an

He turned down Riley, west, and procee ded four miles

untll the object was lost to slght over some dures; he spent the next five




to seven minutes finding a road over the dunes, and by the time he had a clear

view of the laskefront, the object was no longer visible,

On the basis of -’s testimony alone, the cobject sighted would
nave been about over the lakefront, or perhaps oifshore a mile or two. A

call from an unidentiiied woman living Jjust off Riley puts the object over

- -

Rilsy Avenue, two miles from the shore, as she reported it over her car at

abzut 8:20., This is not inconsistent with GENENEER:s rcport,

4.

As near as can pe determined, gl P i itial view of the object

~oincided w*ith“ first observation, or followed it very shortly:
i

‘“watched for Iive minutes, which 1s enougn time 1or G to have

ached his first poiat of ohservation at Chicago Drive and Highway 31.

H

nese two lines of signt cross about 4 miles offshore, and nine miles south
of Sheriff Grysen's rosition. w line of sight from nis poslition at
Hignoway 31 and Riley also passes through this ares.

£T ebout tnis time, NSl 's vife called him to the west
winlow cf the cothags: he had not gone to look after hearing the calls,
Tiguring that this was Jjuslt another UFO report, of which he has hear many.
He tien went to the window, and immediately saw an object in the west, no
mors =-zn four degrees above the horizon (his unward view was limited by
a porzh roof outside the window to that amount). The object GENGGEGGED vas

obsarving at this point could not have been the same as the one which

Mnd“ wvere looking at.
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dEpal cnt oubside to get a Letter

look, and saw the object jump rignt and left by aoout eight degrees.

T

WP o ched the object for a few mirutes, and then went back in




nis cottage to call the off'ice; while

50 1t was qu: LC . siop Bda 'he object did not

sligntly southof west

'N actually runs about thirty

B g aiias h L L
-ron 104th Avenue to an L10th Avenue, and then turns

n2 alsc in accord with information

vravelled about .1/ 4 mile up

* g

The road does not cha

Lamene 20 S
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/= mile, so this motion could not nave bheen due to a
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230 mal1lbox indica

e

2 3traight stretch of

1t was probably not visible

the trees, The
-

lgnt would have been at about

ne saw the object in motion:




Grysen by about this time had put on his Jjacket and had gone outside,
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e nad been outside for perhaps thirty deconds, wanen he caught sight of
ne TOoCoKk o be the same objecv, bubt this time at & bearing of 315 degrees -
ncrhadest - and an altitude of eight to ten degrees, considerably higher

cnan before., His imprascion was that the object appeared suddenly.

During this time, (R was vatching his object to the vest,

S Clwlememe: therefore he was observing a Jifferent objecs,

'.
-

‘:" SIS 1lnle 59 }[1

out still possibly not

v
—
®
p
d
0’1
leve
3,
Q
ahe
Dl
D
C
™
p—v
ot
e
D
’_J
O,
S
e
(v

The lines of

o . $ b - ). S A e . { )
Lionsg lntersect nortca Michigan at least
ten Mmiles: the ﬁDf: Al e 4¢3 1 It 81 ) 1:‘31" The e lalc ek Yy NPT OO Y

w = e o= PPN SR, J'D % L-:) e P a- ‘) 1‘\.,‘. Q 1-‘{ ml ‘l-ll-) @ T lF:i 11‘1“&:.‘, r‘] LJ A I-..JJ is 1)11();;(.1:\.'_:[

rour or fiive miles in distance of intersection, mostly

ﬁ -
---‘-'..
— ﬁ'.-r

then proceeded on Cedar Street to 118th Avenue, losing
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n2? had seen the object come to e sudden 8Lop over the road, and so

nave been looking at Venus. He Lhen proceedad to 1hhth Avenve

FD'. '1 o - g . !: . (L ,
21t avenves to Lne m¢lc), where he parked and watched tie, object,

Vo : : &
of west, as il dimmed and brightened several times, and ther

Venus would then have been 2bont 1

and would have besen behind +“he
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possible tha (I vas still watching Venus: his view Lo Uhe
hwwest was not entlrely open an d’ ob ject may have been covscured

supported Lo some extent by tThe Taci thau Heerspink did

sudden departure to the south: his object wenc down benind trees,

S thcn headed down toward pBuchanain Street, in the direcuvion

lect he had seen appeared to be., On the way a motoris

10, SO Yy pulled the motorist
then RTINS proceeded s5outh

time being now close To 5 As he came south over a hill at Rich Street,
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I), he spolted two objects that appeared simil
previous one in shape and color, but dimmer and fartner away,
travelling parallel courses Lo the southeast. Thes
the road, apparenily b

n miles to the south, both objects stopped.

trees, and was

the left in the same
The trees near tLhe
ference, 50 the moticn may have

the object, and wenti on

calls were recelved, from deputies Blair and

Lwelve




O
miles &YW of Blair, in Holland, fach saw a bright object on a line toward
the cther obscrver, so the objeclt was between them, either of these men

wisrted tc be interviewed., After these reporis, <l o QIR Ve:

out to "Five-Mile Hill" (on the lakefront in Grand Haven) and watched this

AR

object with blnoculars 1t had the same appearance as the original object:

- U

& round white light flanked by red and green patches, They were looking

vhen to the southeast. While they were watching, an alrplane went across
the field of view below the object. There was no resemblance.
All of the witnesses went out to look at Venus several nights later,
IZ2r an astronomer in Grand Rapids made a statement to the press that ,
 had been watching Venus. They all agreed thau Venus was smaller in

.z2 and not nearly z2s otright. The light was a "blinding type of light".
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They likewise agreed that i1f the object hada resemdbled Venus, they never

woilld have reported 1t:; the appearance was much more striking.
All had alsc s=en alrplane landing lights; in fact, Wassink had

a sighting about a year before and had found the cause to be

=irolzne landing lizhts., He said this present object was much brighter,

the size of the moon., Indicated sizes, between

er, however, were around 3f4 O one 1inch, indicating a

, -.a-u..-l'i'l

N remarked that the 9:30 object seen

size ¢l about two degrees.

in 7 X 50 binoculars had about the same apparent size as the first objects

seen with the naked eye: in the binoculars was a reticle, and by means

of this it was established that the apparent size in bpirnoculars was about
e o S g e et




L reference, an object

would nave a diameter

If the comparison with the moon given by

g 1/5 the diameter of

diamete

He was
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Chrough binoculars at 9.

-




SUMMAary

In this one-day investigation many witnesses Known to have reported

wJect on the night in question were. no: nterv

Lewed; the interviews

confined to the ree par G, 'Therefore all conclusions

2an be drawn are
. and
ded angular
pesween three and four
the elevation estimates AXE
The anglas of view are

an angle to be covered by an airplane

1ue west
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abruptness, may well be taken as vhat (¥ reported as a sudder appear-
ance of the object to his right. The lines of sight are 25 degrees apart,
precoaply within the range over which landing lights could appear bright to

occth observers.,

1T that is true, then”'s Jater views couvld not have

involved Venus, for WYPPs testimony tends to show that Verus Was no
ionger visible (or was temporarily obscured) prior to the sudden appearance

0T <nhe object he sawv in the northwest. On the other hand, it is possible

that all of ~ views except the first two (cr;e correlating with

QRN , orc vith M) vere in fact views of Venus, since he could

nC longer see either to the nortnwest or the southwest,

It should bes mentiocned thatw says ne did see Venus at the

san2 time as he saw the first object: Venus, he Says8, wWwas nigher in the

sy and slightly scuta of where he saw the first object. The others also

&= Very sure that Vanus does not lcok like what thev saw. However, the
Sut 22T or Venus nzi b2en brought up prior to thnis investigation, and so |

1T would be well to datermine the exact s2Lting time of Venus.
According tc ephemeris-based calculations, Venus should have set
ne degree ncrth of west at 3:45 PM, EST. At 3:20, it would have
e2n <-1/2 degrees =bove the horiz ', and about three degrees south of
west = VErY nearly wherce QP first saw an ocbject., Unless there were
low clouds on the western horizon, Venus should have been visible tnroughout

Lgntings to an observer capable of seeing within 1.5 degrees of the ‘

)
s
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A timetable of events, with considerable uncertainty, would go

as follows:

3:19

SN | 1 -4 by dispatcher: @uliEe

‘sees object to SW.

‘ overhears call: sees object to west

¢

8: 20
starts north, NeWEEERK Vaoches object SW.

&122 SN sccs objech to W, ‘ 02S Ollta.l.de ¢O look
at ovject in west, revurns indoors and calls office

3125 W Lo s down Riley Street; Heerspink drives up
Cedar Street. GEENEPUs coat, not watching.

8:27 Sy ccs outside again: first object gone, second
suiienlﬂ' appears. YN sccs object suddenly
movs to position over road, Wassink still driving toward

Object in west.

K arrives ac
still watching

| e . . 1 "l,:.'hjrj l-hJ es X 11
final p gltlon, sees object in west;

coliect in NW,.

- f'aded or rmoved down behind trees.

0
(W)
CN

3:37 MSees object disappear suddenly with instantaneous
nmetion to soutn,

G40 e crrives at lakesnore: nothing visible

2:00 A o5 objecis to south.

\O
W
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e principzl ob.jections to some possible e: p]a ations (a) the
/ , , 3 4
brignin=ss, (b) the shape and size, and (c) the rapid mciions of the objects
Thesz= czn e dealt wiitlh to some degree of confidence,

Brightness., UFO reporis ware recelved at Ottowa County Sherift
Department by the inves!. igator, which involved an extremely bright o‘* jec
1>usw tivezly ldentiTied as Venus, Tals took place tne evening ot the inve

gation, March 3. Wvas surprised to see Venus lcw in the sky at 8: 20 P
LA4J Jish* - e sald his object was much brighter, put Venus was seen bhrougn

trees and appeared 2 - 3 magnitudes digmer than normal.




A 250 candlepover landing lignt focussed to a lO-degree beam will

appear Lo be of magnitude -0 at a distance of ten miles - over ten times

as vright as Venus., However, in one case the beam width would have had to
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egrees, reducing the obrightness to magnitude -2, dimmer than Venus,

Shape and Size., Any bright light against a black bahkmrnﬂ*d appears

~

reund and of consideravle size, The wiltnesses gave greatly varyving estimates

of size, from 1/12 degree to three degrees, for the same object, All said,

hevwaver, that it was much smaller than the moon (1/ 2 degree). w

&y

gave the slze as that of a baseball at 500 feev, which is about one milli-

raiian or three minut

(D

S of arc - actually a bright point source of light

veuld look bigger than that, owing to spreading of lignt in the eye.

The red and green lights seen right and leit of the main white
lisat were observed intermittently -~ these, of course, would it tne red
and green running lights of an sirpla

Motions, Tre nmost striking motions were those reported b iy

»ea2s to left in the "snap of the Tingers") and YNENEGEPERR (shot out

cvar the road and stozped instantaneously). w ild not describe the

t

motion - it was "too fast to follow”'. He sald at one point that it "Jjust

& W &

diszprpzared, but I could tell which way it went" - meaning that all motion

infcrmztion came at the instant of disappearance. He did not see it in

e e Saeyedie

no streak of light., Under the circumstances, it is entlirely

reascraple to suppose that there was an involuntary impression of mection,

mm & A R A W = W e T e o -

but no actual motion, The light simply went out,

If the sudden appearance seen by winciﬂ,ed with -

e N . o P —

observation of fast motion from the left, there is consiaerable support
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for the idea that the light simply turned on suddenly. 1In any case, the facty

that Heerspink had been waucning an object to his lef't and then suddenly saw
an object svraight ahead would be enough to explain the impression of swift

motion from left to rignt. This is a well-known phenomenon oi perception.

—

Th2 Jumps from left to right and up-and-down all subtended eight degrees

or less., Involuntary motions of the eye could account for these jumps entirely.

It is siznificant that Grysen aid not see the westerly object move except when

—

he was cut-doors and had lost the window as a stabilizing reference, m

was surs that when he was viewing an obJject with well-braced binoculars it
jumped vertically out of the Iield of view - but that is exactly how it would
move wita the binoculars reatingop'the curvea suriace of a patrol car roof.

ing ovserving experience with magnifying optics, a witness could well fail

to realize that what looks like a large motion could be caused by a motion of

ne binccoculars too small to feel,

in short, there is nothing about the observed motions that cannot be

accounsed for by well-known properties of perception,

Conclusions

Taz appearance of those objects which are not identifiable with Venus

is similar to that expected from aircraft landing lights, However, since no
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flizats could be identified, this conclusion does not prove that the |
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anding lights., The existence of the similarity,

however, makes it inpossible to conclude that a definitely unconventional
object was present, The objects remain unidentified, meaning neither known

to be unconventional or known to be conventional,
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Positicn of Venus from Grand Haven, Michigen, March 1, 1967 (UT)

Longitude of Grand Haven (Lakeshore) Sh lbm
Sidereal Time at 0120UT, March 1 llh 52m
(8:20 M IJS‘I', Feb, 28)
Righs Ascension of meridian, Grand Haven oh O7m
Right Ascension of W, horizon, Grand Haven Oh O7m
Rignt Agcensn.on, Venus, 0120 UT, March 1 Oh 2hm
fime, Venus to reach gecnmetric horizon L7m
uncorredted for declination

Declination of Venus = +1° LO!

Correction due to declination +6m
Tire, Venus to reach geometric horizon 231

on of Venus, &:20

Elevation of Venus, 38:

=

of Venus-set, geometric horizon

i EST

PM EST

- ey 2 N DAY TG
zimith of Venus, 8:20 PM EST

Azirmth of Venus, 8:36 PM EST
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8:43:31 PM EST,

568

February 28, 1967

I, 27° above geometric horizon

1.34° above geometric horizon

200, 3°

271°
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