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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
ATRPORT TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER
Jackson, Mississippi
June O, 1967

IN REPLY
REFER TO:

colonel James C. Manatt
: Trec -LOT' OF &OChYIO’D”"Y d.IlfL LJUIJ yutfiﬂ
Eszadquarters Foreign Technology Division (AFSC)

[ --l'--“'

ﬁ:;;hL-PdtLeluOn Air Force Base, Ohio 45433

ATTN: TDET/UFO

D=ar Colonel Manatt:

Tnis has reference to your letter of 31 May 1967 regarding the
lfgort of an unidentified flying object sighted 1n the Jackson,
Mississippi area on 17 May 1967 at approximately 2030 hours.
juring the period 15 v through 21 May 1967 a Cessna 172,
NT215A, towing an electric sign was operated over the City of
Jackson. The owner of the aircraft is Mr. W. J. Brennan, Radio
otation WBAM, Montgomery, Alabama.

vincerely yours,

\;wa@é ‘45 (i R

RALPIY B. BOQ&!UI(f%lrf
Airport Traffic Control Tower
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Th
Recuest for Information

Y2A Control Tower

Atta: watch Supervisor
Hawgins ifleld

Jackson, Mississippi 03755

Le Qur office 1s 1n receipt of an unidentifled

sizhting which took place in the Jackxson, Miss]

17 May 1507 at approximately 2030 hours. This

-"

131"$ ob ject
_[Jj_')i darea on

reticular

cecurred approximately 10 miles west of J*umaon on rout
information on any type of alrcralt that “Guld nave beeq Op

:
alrcraft has been operating out of the diﬂﬁaOﬂ,
any informatlon would be appreclated.

1 that area with some type of advertising gimm

2. JIf records are avallatle, request »oslitliv
confirmation of any ungnown oObject. Any assis

wonld be appreciated.
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Arlington, Virginia 22207
- 19 May 1967

— -

nief, Civil Branch
Community Relations  Division
OQffice of Information
Department of Alr Force
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' 1 am inclosing two copies of a statement prepared by myself re- |
lative to an unidentified flying object. I trust you will find the
statement adequate for the immediate purpose.

Sincerely,

L=

1 Ircl (in dupe)
Statement dated 19 May O
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19 May 1967
Washington, D. C.

TO WHOM ZT MAY CONCERN:

Trniz will serve to report the sighting of an unusual flying object -
nt los=< ~qu~u31 +to me - which I observed at about 8:30 p.m. on the evening
of 17 Yz 1967 near Jackson, Mississippi. The details of my observations

are givan below.

am a pTOfGQSJOﬁal hydraulic engineer, G ade &”-JG employed by the -

LY ;

13 _ x o
oo Na Wiy W8 Shln”iﬁn, D. C. ?OOIG My telephone is

i & ,

y LXU. My title is Technical Director. on 14 May 1967,

I was s=nt to the W at Vicksburg,

Mississippi, for three days temporary duty. On returning, I left Vlckvhur

for Jackson (where I was to spend the night) at T:45 on the evening of

Wedneslay, 11 May 1967, b‘: rovernment automobile; the automobile was driven
Be

was to drive me to downtown Jackson to the Heidelburg lHotel where
as to spend the night. Nr, “ was then to pick up passengers at the
Jackson Airport to carry back to Vicksburg.

£+ Vicksburg about T:45 p.m. and arrived in the
5:35 p.m. Our approach to Jackson was from the
hway 80. This highway is very congested as it

As stated above, we 1€
JTackscn area about 8:30
west r""*ng east along hig

moves through the Jackson city limits, thus we moved at a very moderate
rzce with some stop-and-zo driving along this stretch of Highway 80. Ve

finally turned due north (left, off Highway 80) and arrived in downtown
Jacksen at the location of the railroad station. I do not recall the name

6? +he ztreet on to which we turned from Highway 80.

# il L T T Ll

paout a mile or two before making the left turn off Highway 80 and
while still on Highway 80, the driver of the car, Mr. ‘, sald to me,
"What do you make of that thing flying up there'"? He pointed about 45°
to the le7t and about 20° or 30° above the horizon. I saw then a very
interesting sight. It eppeared to be not over a mile away - possibly not
over 1/2 =ile - and was moving on a path about WNW to ESE. It was moving
very sicwly (for an aircraiv ), keeping abou the pace of our car which was
not over at el -ne. 5% “Tﬁ ’1 the heavy traffic. I will describe the
appearas ® the craft in the next paragraph.

My first thought was that the craft was a blimp w Lth an advertizing
'I“I‘Li.ﬂ:'i"-:".t .:-.LJ*; nded under its belly. What I saw was a series of lights
that moves around in a horizontal band much like the news-strip lights
on the o.CG fiﬁez Newspaper Building in Times Square, New York City. In fact,
I spent possibly 30 seconds or more trying to read the advertisement. (It
was completely dark by this time, 8:30 p.m. or maybe 8:40, and the yellowish
lights were very clearly seen). I found, however, that I could not "read"

at the Waterways Experiment Station at Vicksburg.
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the moving lights as they did not seem to actually form letters. The
movement of the lighted band was clock-wise looking upward from the ground.
To have b2en an advertisement, it probably would have rotated in the other

directicn. The lighted band did not seem to me to be circular but, rather,
four-sic=d, as the lights seemed to turn a corner much as the lights on

Times Sguare referred to above turned the corner of the building. The lighted
band s22med to move, or circulate, at about the same speed as the Times
Square rn2ws sigh, and I would have had no difficulty reading it had the lights

- 2 -

actua.ly formed letters of the Roman alphabet. If I were forced to estimate,
I woull probably give the vertical height of the band at 5 to 8 feet and the
lenzth -7 one side of the band as about 40 or 50 feet. The object moved
closer to us, of course, as it approached Highway 80.

I feel sure that the entire object was not rotating as there was
a bluish-green light (unblinking) several feet out in front of the rotating
band. This light did not rotate with the band but held its position and moved

fowvard only as the entire craft moved forward.

I stated earlier that my immediate impression on seeing the lights
was that the object was a blimp with an advertising display. Actually,
I mw only the rotating band of lights and the blue-green "fixed" light.
i 2t no time saw the body of the craft; so I could not state anything about
tne shape or color of the body of the craft, whether it was a blimp, or heli-
copter, or other form of crait.

we observed the craft very plainly for two or three minutes. It appeared
to changs its course toc dus east before actually crossing Highway 80 and
then e-cesared to greatly increase its speed, but not its altitude. We lost

sight ©of the object while we were waiting in traffic to make a left turn off
Highway 80 to downtown Jatizon. At this position the craft had moved eastward
well off toward the horizcon but was still visible until our view was blocked
by tres:s on the northeast corner of the intersection. This eastward course
would nzva taken the crait near the new Jackson alrport, some ten miles east

a2 noise of the hezavy traffic prevented the detection of any noise
which miz:t have emanated from the craft. I did not see that anyone else in
the treffic pattern or along the side of the road was paying any attention

We nroceseded into downtown Jackson where I left the car and signed into
ine driver, Mr. Jones, went on his other missions. I have not
' He  does not know that I have written

-




izens, JL1 recogniae

ras desirous of having reports

- Wy

"hursday, 18 May

read some months ago that the
of unexplained craft s ighted by
Y that there is in all probabilily a Vvery simple
for the incident 1 have described, but I am writing this as
1 left Jackson by plane at 1:00 a.m. the next
avy 1967) and I do not know whether there were other

submitting this statement as 1

i f-__‘-_.|

axplanation.

+his statement 1s

deemed worthy of investigation, 1 would appreciate

information on any finding resulting from such an investigation.

.
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